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Section 1. Introduction

The North 40 Steering Committee requested that the Playing Fields Task Force (PFTF) provide its 

perspective on the current status and availability of athletic fields in Wellesley and to make 

recommendations on current and future needs.

The PFTF surveyed the Wellesley youth sports groups that utilize playing fields (soccer, lacrosse, 

football, baseball, softball) to develop data on the changes in the number of teams using recreational 

fields from 2008 to 2014. In addition, we received input from the Wellesley Athletic Director on the 

number of high school and middle school teams using recreational fields from 2008 to 2014.

Section 2 includes some background on demographic trends, field inventory, scheduling and 

maintenance.  Section 3 provides a high level analysis of field usage trends and our recommendations 

for future needs are presented in Section 4.
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Section 2. Background

Demographic Trends

The population of Wellesley since 1960 has ranged from a low of 26,071 in 1960 to a high of 28,051 in 

1970. While there have been fluctuations in the distribution of the age groups over the years the total 

population has not fluctuated by more than 7.6% over the last 50 years (see table below). However, the 

number of children participating in certain youth sports that utilize rectangular fields has grown 

significantly in the last 10 years. For example the youth lacrosse program had 10 teams in 2000, 24 

teams in 2008 and 34 teams in 2014, a 240% increase in the number of teams since 2000. In addition, 

many more children are participating in athletic activities at early ages and several sports have become 

multi-seasonal in the last decade or so.

Wellesley 1990 2000 % chg 2010 % chg

All Persons 26,615 26,642 0.10% 27,982 5.03%

Under 5 yrs 1,570 1,957 24.65% 1,570 -19.78%

5 - 17 yrs 3,833 4,727 23.32% 5,962 26.13%

18-64 yrs 17,486 16,247 -7.09% 16,585 2.08%

65 yrs and over 3,726 3,711 -0.40% 3,865 4.15%

Source: Bureau of the Census

Field Development History and Use Characteristics

The last new field to be developed in Wellesley was Tom Lee field in the mid 1990’s. While the 

population has remained relatively stable since that time the number of children in town has grown 

dramatically (see table above). In addition to, or perhaps as a result of that growth there has been a 

increase in the number of youth sports teams since then.

Field use is governed chiefly by the type and size of field required for a particular sport and the amount 

of use that the field can support. For those fields without lights field use is also governed by the amount 

of daylight and for those with artificial lights, by town imposed limitations on the hours the lights can be 

operated. Field availability is also governed by the condition of the fields. Periodically weather related 

issues or intensity of use issues (soil compaction that results in the thinning of the grass) limits the 

availability of grass fields.
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Current Inventory of Athletic Fields and Primary Users

Currently all sports teams (adult, youth and school based) requiring a playing field have access to the 

following fields in town:

Wellesley Playing Field Inventory

Name Owner Surface Lights (Y/N) Primary Users

Fiske School Field School Grass N Youth Baseball

Hardy Field 1 School Grass N Youth Baseball

Hardy Field 2 School Grass N Youth Baseball, Youth Soccer

Schofield School Fields NRC/School Grass N Youth Soccer, Youth Baseball

Sprague School Field 1 School Grass N MS Football, MS Soccer, HS Lacrosse, HS 

Softball, Youth Soccer, Youth Lacrosse, 

MS Softball, Youth Softball

Sprague School Field 2 School Turf N HS Lacrosse, HS Soccer, Youth Lacrosse, 

Youth Soccer, HS Football, MS Football

Sprague School Field 3 School Turf N Youth Soccer, HS Lacrosse,  HS Soccer,  

HS Field Hockey, Youth Lacrosse

Sprague School Field 4 School Grass N Youth Soccer, HS Soccer, HS Lacrosse, 

Youth Lacrosse, MS Baseball, HS Baseball

Sprague School Field 5 School Grass N HS Baseball, MS Field Hockey, MS 

Soccer, Freshmen Soccer, MS Baseball, 

MS Cross Country

Upham School Lower Field School Grass N Youth Soccer

Upham School Upper Field School Grass N Youth Baseball

Brown Field NRC Grass N Youth Baseball

High School Stadium Track and 

Field

NRC Grass N HS Football, HS Lacrosse, MS Football, 

Youth Football, Youth Lacrosse, HS Track, 

MS Track, Youth Track 

Hunnewell Multipurpose Field NRC Grass Y HS Softball, HS Soccer, MS Soccer, Youth 

Football, Youth Softball, Adult Softball

Hunnewell Park Fields NRC Grass N HS Field Hockey, HS Soccer, HS Football, 

HS Baseball, HS Softball, HS Lacrosse, HS 

Track & Field, HS Cross Country, MS Field 

Hockey, MS Soccer, MS Track & Field, MS 

Cross Country, Youth Lacrosse, Youth 

Soccer, Youth Baseball, HS Field Hockey, 

MS Field Hockey

Kelly Field 1 (Bates School) NRC Grass N Youth Soccer, Youth Baseball

Kelly Field 2 (Bates School) NRC Grass N Youth Soccer, Youth Baseball

Kelly Field 3 (Bates School) NRC Grass N Youth Soccer, Youth Baseball

Kelly Field 4 (Bates School) NRC Grass N Youth Soccer, Youth Baseball

Lee Field NRC Grass N Youth Softball

Ouellet Field NRC Grass N Youth Baseball

Perrin Park NRC Grass N Youth Soccer

Reidy Field NRC Grass Y Youth Baseball
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These properties have one or more playing fields of varying types including soccer, lacrosse, football, 

baseball, softball, field hockey, track & field and/or practice fields (not regulation size fields for 

competition). Many of the fields, while not necessarily designed to be so, are multi-purpose fields that 

are used to accommodate multiple sports at different times (or sometimes shared at the same time 

during peak demand) of the day and year. It should also be noted that several of the fields (Schofield, 

some of the Hunnewell Park fields and the High School Stadium field) are not ADA compliant.

In addition, due to the existing shortage of adequate rectangular athletic field space in town, Wellesley 

United Soccer Club (WUSC – youth soccer) leases two fields at Elm Bank Reservation in order to 

accommodate all of their teams. It should be noted that while WUSC has been able to lease the land at 

Elm Bank for a number of years, the land is owned by the state and there is no long term guarantee that 

Elm Bank will continue to be available for use in the future.

Regulation Rectangular Field Size Requirements

High School Soccer Field – 60-80 yds wide by 110-120 yds long

High School Lacrosse Field – 60 yds wide by 110 yds long

High School Field Hockey Field – 60 yds wide by 100 yds long

High School Football Field – 53½ yds wide by 120 yds long

Scheduling

Scheduling and permitting for the fields is handled by the Recreation Department or the School Athletic 

Department, depending on the field. 

In the spring and fall, the largest field users (the Athletic Department, Youth Soccer, Youth Lacrosse, 

Youth Football and Youth Baseball/Softball) meet to develop a master use schedule for the needs of 

their respective programs. These schedules are revised as necessary to accommodate unforeseen 

changes in needs as the season progresses. The school teams always have priority for the playing fields. 

The high school and middle school sports programs have exclusive use of the High School, Hunnewell 

and Sprague Fields prior to 5:45 pm weekdays, during the school year. These complexes have the only 

large rectangular fields in town. This makes it difficult for all the youth sports to get their practices in 

during the spring and fall due to shorter daylight hours in those seasons. The limited daylight hours and 

lack of lighted fields means that practices must finish by dusk, thereby necessitating that more fields be 

available for practices during the relatively short window of daylight after 5:45 pm.

Opportunities to share fields with other sports are consistently evaluated as scheduling takes place. 

However, such opportunities are limited. For example, it is difficult for youth sports such as soccer and 

lacrosse to share fields with baseball or softball as the potential for injury due to stray hardballs flying 

through the fields is too great.
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Maintenance

Maintenance of the grass and turf fields is performed by the Department of Public Works Park and Tree 

Division. Grass field maintenance typically includes include mowing, fertilization, irrigation, cultivation, 

weed control, over seeding, controlling field use, and controlling pests like insects or diseases when 

necessary. Turf field maintenance primarily involves infill maintenance.

Due to the current level of sports participation and the shortage of available fields, particularly for the 

youth soccer program, tremendous stress has been put on many of the existing fields from overuse (e.g. 

high school stadium field, Hunnewell multipurpose field, Sprague Field 1, Sprague Field 4). The high 

demand for use of these fields makes it difficult to “rest” the fields during ideal growing seasons (fall and

spring).  This can result in degradation of the surface quality with the development of unstable, loose or 

uneven areas leading to divots and pot-holes resulting in twisting or trip hazards that could cause injury 

to the participants.
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Section 3. Field Usage Analysis

Over the years the number of sports activities and participants has grown in Wellesley while the number

of athletic fields available to support activities has not. In particular, participation in two of the four 

major sports that require rectangular fields has grown meaningfully over the past six years.

Wellesley Playing Field Usage

Rectangular Fields

# #

Teams Teams

Season 2008 2014 Variance

Youth Lacrosse Spring 24 34 10

Youth Soccer Spring 160 160 0

Fall 130 160 30

Youth Football Fall 2 5 3

School Lacrosse Spring 6 6 0

School Field Hockey Fall 5 5 0

School Football Fall 4 4 0

School Soccer Fall 9 9 0

Total 340 383 43

Diamond Fields

Youth Baseball Summer 22 21 (1)

Youth Baseball/Softball Spring 133 98 (35)

Youth Baseball Fall 35 27 (8)

School Baseball Spring 4 4 0

School Softball Spring 4 4 0

Adult Coed Softball Spring/Summer 4 0 (4)

Mens Slo Pitch Softball Spring/Summer 8 7 (1)

Total 210 161 (49)

Other Fields

Youth Track and Field Summer 0 1 1

School Track and Field Spring 4 4 0

School Cross Country Fall 4 4 0

Total 8 9 1
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What is not captured by the number of teams is the frequency of practices and games. Youth sports 

(except for football which has 3 practices, 1 scrimmage if possible and 1 game per week) tend to have a 

2 or 3 day per week event schedule on average (1 or 2 practices and 1 game).  The school sports have a 

5 day per week schedule. As a result the number of teams does not correlate equally with the amount of

field time needed by the respective school and youth sports. 

In addition to the regularly scheduled practices and games of youth and school sports there are a 

number of groups who pay user fees, including recreation, youth sports and other third parties that host

a variety of camps, clinics and games on the playing fields throughout the year on a space available 

basis. The lack of available field time does have a dampening effect on adding additional programs that 

require rectangular fields. As an example, recreation would like to create after school programs (e.g. flag

football) that are in proximity to the middle school. They require the use of rectangular fields but are 

unable to create a program due to the lack of field availability. Additionally, youth field hockey has 

established a program in town but was forced to use space at Wellesley College due to the lack of 

available town field space. 

The field shortage issue is particularly acute in spring when the largest amounts of teams are vying for 

the same field space. In the spring there are 200 teams that require rectangular fields and in the fall 

there are 183 teams that require rectangular fields.
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Section 4. Recommendation

In 2007, the town completed a two year project to develop a Town of Wellesley Ten Year 

Comprehensive Plan. As described in the Open Space and Recreation section of the plan:

“Open space used for active recreational programs totals approximately 225 acres of Town-owned land. 

Some of this land is attached to schools and includes school playgrounds and playing fields. As is the 

case in many communities, demand for athletic fields is growing as sports programs increase resulting in

the need for expanded fields year-round. The Town has a limited number of fields and good turf 

management requires that they be “rested” to keep them from being overused.”

The shortage of playing fields and overuse of fields is not new to Wellesley and continues to be an issue 

today. With the possible purchase of the North 40 the town has an opportunity to address some of the 

playing field needs. 

Based on the number of current sports, leagues, participants and playing seasons for field based sports 

in Wellesley, the existing shortage of rectangular fields, the limited ability to fully utilize the High School 

Stadium field due to its condition and the inability to properly “rest” a number of fields which could lead

to future harm to those fields,  the PFTF has estimated that three additional full size rectangular 

multipurpose, synthetic turf fields are needed to alleviate the existing shortage. We estimate that 

lighting the fields would reduce the need from three to two fields. The additional fields would meet the 

immediate demand, reduce scheduling conflicts, reduce grass field overuse and eliminate the 

dependency on the Elm Bank Reservation fields. Adding a “bubble” to one or more of the fields would 

create additional capacity to utilize the fields for indoor sports during the winter.

It should also be noted that the high school track is near the end of its useful life and will need to be 

replaced within the next few years.

There are several additional considerations that could modify the need for the number of new 

additional fields:

1. High School Stadium Field – This field is underutilized due to the chronically poor condition of 

the field. Converting this field to a synthetic turf field would increase the opportunity to 

optimize the utilization of this field. The addition of lights to this field would increase the 

number of available field hours, thus reducing the number of new fields needed.

2. Hunnewell Multipurpose Field – This is the only rectangular field with lights in Wellesley. 

However use of this field is not maximized due to soil compaction issues associated with current

levels of use. Converting this field to a synthetic turf field would increase the number of 

available field hours for this field, thus reducing the number of new fields needed.

3. Sprague Fields Usage – Increasing the number of available field hours for the two synthetic turf 

fields at Sprague could be achieved with the addition of lights, thus reducing the number of new

fields needed.
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Order #: 75436 

EN.Cont.Approval.F20 9/13/2013  Page 1  Customer #: ________ 

 

EARTH NETWORKS ORDER FORM 
12410 Milestone Center Drive,  

Suite 300, Germantown, MD 20876 

Customer Contact Information 
Business Name: Playing Fields Task Force & Field 

Applications 
Business 
Address: 

Wellesley, MA 

Contact Name: Jerry Nigro 

Contact Phone: (917) 407-0248 Contact Fax:  

Customer Billing Information (if different from above) 
Business Name:  Business 

Address: 
 

Contact Name:  

Contact Phone:  Contact Fax:  

Earth Networks Contact Information 
POC: Matt Spencer Email Address: mspencer@earthnetworks.com 

Contact Phone: 301-250-4091 Contact Fax: ________ 

Schedule of Services 
Product Name Notes Quantity Unit Price Total Price 

Earth Networks’ Sferic Protect Basic Subscription 
Sferic Maps & Mobile (20 Users) 
Lightning Alert Service 
OAS - 2 Horn/Strobes 
Installation, Shipping & Maintenance 
 

 1 $3,398.00 
(Annual Fee) 

$3,398.00 

Earth Networks’ Sferic Protect Basic Setup  1 $999.00 
(One-Time Fee) 

$999.00 

Initial Term of Contract: 
5 Years 

 
Sub Total: $4,397.00 

  
S & H Included 

Quotation valid through:       07/31/2019  
Sales Tax: N/A 

Date of Original Signed Terms and Conditions: ________ 
 

 
Year One Total: $4,397.00 

 
Remarks: 
The customer agrees to payment terms of Net 30 unless otherwise documented.  Late payment fees will be charged as one percent (1%) per month or part 
thereof will be charged for any payment that is more than 30 days late. The service(s) shall be for 5 years.  The annual fee for these services following 
year one shall be $3,398/year. 
 

Installation and/or maintenance costs quoted above are valid for standard installations only.  Any installation or maintenance work that requires 
non-standard equipment, materials, or regulatory expense may be subject to an additional charge. Furthermore, customer is responsible for 
providing all communication and electrical infrastructure.  This quotation identifies the quantity of OAS units estimated for adequate coverage 
and has been agreed to by both parties.  
 

Please allow six to eight weeks for delivery of hardware.  This order is subject to sales tax at time of invoicing.  This Order Form is subject to the terms and 
conditions attached hereto. 
 

CUSTOMER:   EARTH NETWORKS: 
       \s2\                                                                                                \s1\\ 
 
 

By:    By:    

Name:        Name:        

Title:     Title:    

Date:     Date:   

  

https://www.earthnetworks.com/resources/events-webinars/


Order #: 75436 

EN.Cont.Approval.F20 9/13/2013  Page 2  Customer #: ________ 

 

 
 
 

Customer Check List 
 

Earth Networks thanks you in advance for your business.  In order for 
us to expedite your order, please be sure that you have signed and 
returned the following information: 
 
 

 Signed Earth Networks Order Form 
 

 Sign and date the bottom right page of Standard  
   Terms and Conditions where it asks for “Customer 
    Signature and Date” 

 
 Signed Purchase Order, Check or Credit Card  

    Authorization 
 

 Tax Exempt Certificate (if applicable) 
 
 

If you should have any questions please feel free to contact your 
POC: 

 

• NOTE: Earth Networks, Inc. has sold its interest in WeatherBug brand November, 2016.  Please ensure that you 
have made the name change to all documents submitted to Earth Networks for processing. 
 

 

 POC:  Matt Spencer 
 Phone:  301-250-4091 
 Email Address:  mspencer@earthnetworks.com 
 Fax:  ________ 
 

https://www.earthnetworks.com/resources/events-webinars/


Order #: 75436 

EN.Cont.Approval.F20 9/13/2013  Page 1  Customer #: ________ 

 

EARTH NETWORKS ORDER FORM 
12410 Milestone Center Drive,  

Suite 300, Germantown, MD 20876 

Customer Contact Information 
Business Name: Playing Fields Task Force & Field 

Applications 
Business 
Address: 

Wellesley, MA 

Contact Name: Jerry Nigro 

Contact Phone: (917) 407-0248 Contact Fax:  

Customer Billing Information (if different from above) 
Business Name:  Business 

Address: 
 

Contact Name:  

Contact Phone:  Contact Fax:  

Earth Networks Contact Information 
POC: Matt Spencer Email Address: mspencer@earthnetworks.com 

Contact Phone: 301-250-4091 Contact Fax: ________ 

Schedule of Services 
Product Name Notes Quantity Unit Price Total Price 

Earth Networks’ Sferic Protect Basic Subscription 
Sferic Maps & Mobile (20 Users) 
Lightning Alert Service 
OAS - 2 Horn/Strobes with Cradlepoints and Solar Kit 
Installation, Shipping & Maintenance 
 

 1 $4,298.00 
(Annual Fee) 

$4,298.00 

Earth Networks’ Sferic Protect Basic Setup  1 $999.00 
(One-Time Fee) 

$999.00 

Initial Term of Contract: 
5 Years 

 
Sub Total: $5,297.00 

  
S & H Included 

Quotation valid through:       07/31/2019  
Sales Tax: N/A 

Date of Original Signed Terms and Conditions: ________ 
 

 
Year One Total: $5,297.00 

 
Remarks: 
The customer agrees to payment terms of Net 30 unless otherwise documented.  Late payment fees will be charged as one percent (1%) per month or part 
thereof will be charged for any payment that is more than 30 days late. The service(s) shall be for 5 years.  The annual fee for these services following 
year one shall be $4,298/year. 
 

Installation and/or maintenance costs quoted above are valid for standard installations only.  Any installation or maintenance work that requires 
non-standard equipment, materials, or regulatory expense may be subject to an additional charge. Furthermore, customer is responsible for 
providing all communication and electrical infrastructure.  This quotation identifies the quantity of OAS units estimated for adequate coverage 
and has been agreed to by both parties.  
 

Please allow six to eight weeks for delivery of hardware.  This order is subject to sales tax at time of invoicing.  This Order Form is subject to the terms and 
conditions attached hereto. 
 

CUSTOMER:   EARTH NETWORKS: 
       \s2\                                                                                                \s1\\ 
 
 

By:    By:    

Name:        Name:        

Title:     Title:    

Date:     Date:   

  

https://www.earthnetworks.com/resources/events-webinars/


Order #: 75436 

EN.Cont.Approval.F20 9/13/2013  Page 2  Customer #: ________ 

 

 
 
 

Customer Check List 
 

Earth Networks thanks you in advance for your business.  In order for 
us to expedite your order, please be sure that you have signed and 
returned the following information: 
 
 

 Signed Earth Networks Order Form 
 

 Sign and date the bottom right page of Standard  
   Terms and Conditions where it asks for “Customer 
    Signature and Date” 

 
 Signed Purchase Order, Check or Credit Card  

    Authorization 
 

 Tax Exempt Certificate (if applicable) 
 
 

If you should have any questions please feel free to contact your 
POC: 

 

• NOTE: Earth Networks, Inc. has sold its interest in WeatherBug brand November, 2016.  Please ensure that you 
have made the name change to all documents submitted to Earth Networks for processing. 
 

 

 POC:  Matt Spencer 
 Phone:  301-250-4091 
 Email Address:  mspencer@earthnetworks.com 
 Fax:  ________ 
 

https://www.earthnetworks.com/resources/events-webinars/
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  TOWN OF WELLESLEY                RECREATION DEPARTMENT      
 
 

WARREN BUILDING 
90 WASHINGTON STREET 

WELLESLEY, MASSACHUSETTS 02481 
 

DIRECTOR TELEPHONE: 781-235-2370                     DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
MATTHEW G. CHIN  FAX: 781- 237 –3558                     BRANDON G. FITTS 

 

 
FIELD PERMIT APPLICATION 

 
Name: ______________________________ Organization: _____________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________ Daytime Phone # _________________________ 
 
Field Requested: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
For what activity/sport: _________________________________________________________ 
 
DATE (S) – List all 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Day (s): __________________________________ Time: Start ___________ Finish ________ 
 
Rain Date (if needed): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Approximate # of people: _____________ # of Wellesley Residents: ___________ 
 
To Request a field permit: 

- Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director Matt Chin (Address above) 

- For Questions contact Matt Chin at 7881-235-2370  or  mchin@wellesleyma.gov 

- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will 
be forwarded to the Natural Resources (NRC) for approval. * 

- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic 
Director for approval. * 

- * These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit 
approval. 

- Requests for fields made by vendors operating summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has 
satisfied state and local Board of Health requirements. 

- SEE BELOW FOR FEES AND POLICIES 
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WELLESLEY FIELD PERMIT REQUEST INFORMATION 
Keep this for your records. 
General Policies: 

- No alcohol, no illegal drugs, no smoking and/or vaping. 
- Public property may not be used to conduct a private business, unless certain requirements are met.  The Recreation Director 

can aid you with this process.  See “Public Facility Use for Private Gain Policy” at www.wellesleyma.gov click Government, 
click Recreation, click Facility & Fields, click Playing Fields Task Force & Field Applications, click Playing Fields Task 
Force Documents 

- Users are responsible for any damage. 
- Users are responsible for checking the Town website for field conditions/closures.  Fields will be posted when closed during 

the spring, summer and fall seasons.  Assume that fields are closed during the winter. 
- If selling food, you must receive authorization from the Board of Health. 
- In general, Wellesley fields do not have sanitary facilities. 
- WELLESLEY GREEN INITIATIVE: The Playing Fields Task Force is partnering with Wellesley Green Schools on an 

important initiative to reduce waste on town fields.  We require you to tell coaches, teams, family & friends, to help in the 
following ways: 1) Please ask players & visiting teams to BRING REUSABLE WATER BOTTLES TO ALL GAMES & 
PRACTICES; 2) Please consider eliminating the extra drinks & snacks that are often brought to practices & games (studies 
show that this has a positive health benefit as well); 3) Consider naming a team captain to oversee garbage collection  & 
recycling or encourage players to clean up after themselves; and 4) Please remind players and visiting teams that the Town of 
Wellesley is committed to sustainable principles and has installed working water fountains & recycling bins at almost all 
Town fields. 

 
Priority of Use: 

1) Town-Wide Special Events 
2) School Use/School Coaches’ Clinics 
3) Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues 
4) Wellesley Recreation Department Programs 
5) Wellesley Resident Adult Groups 
6) Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use 
7) Charitable Groups 
8) Non-Resident Groups / Non-Recreation Department Camps and Clinics 

 
Fees, as approved in the Playing Fields Policy: 
 

1) Town-wide Special Events:  No fee, 
2) School Use:  No fee, 
3) School Coach(es) Clinics:  $15 per participant, 
4) Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues:  $30 per participant per season ($15 to Turf Field Fund), 
5) Wellesley Resident Youth League Clinics:  $15 per participant, 
6) Wellesley Recreation Department Programs:  No fee, 
7) Organized Use of the High School Track:  $15 per participant per season; if not a seasonal rental: $150, 
8) Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell) for Adult Softball:  $40 per participant per season ($25 to Recreation lighting account) 

9) Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use:  $50 for a grass field, including the Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell), but $75 if 
using lights (incremental $25 to Recreation lighting account); $75 for a turf field, 

10)  Charitable Groups:  No fee, 
11)  Non-Resident (Adults and Youth):  Grass field and Sprague turf field: $150; High School turf field: $375 (fee is for field 

use only; utilization of scoreboard and sound system is not allowed), and 
12)  Non-Recreation Department Camps:  $35 per participant on a grass field; $50 per participant on a turf field.  (Camps 

catering to participants over the age of twelve years shall, whenever available, be assigned to turf fields). 
13) All track and field rentals that are not charged per participant are figured in increments of 1.5 hours.  Fees collected shall 

be deposited into the DPW Field Use Fund, unless otherwise noted or a rental of a turf field; revenue from turf field 
rentals shall be deposited into the Turf Field Fund. 
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General Field Use Rules 
 
Hours of Operation: 

Fields may be used until dusk with the exception of the lighted Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell).  Lights may remain on 
until 9:30 pm, except for Reidy Field, where lights may remain on until 9:45 pm.   No play before 8:00 am on Sunday at any 
field that abuts homeowners. 

 
Prohibited Activities: 

Any prohibited activities posted on signage at the High School track or any fields, consumption/possession of drugs or 
alcoholic beverages; use of fields beyond permitted dates or times; use of grass fields during wet field conditions or before 
they are declared available for use; and any activity that may cause field damage. Users must show good judgment when 
using fields and must stop play if the field shows damage during activity.  Any group who causes damage to any field will be 
responsible for repair costs. 

 
Field Closures: 

http://www.wellesleyma.gov/1049/Playing-Fields-OpenClosed-Status or call (781) 235-2370 for the latest field closures.  If a 
field is closed, no use is permitted at all.  The field status webpage and the hotline are for informational purposes only; field 
signage and/or direct communication from the Wellesley DPW Park and Tree Division (DPW) take precedence.  Whenever 
possible, DPW will email user groups and post signs when fields are closed.   

 
Please note that grass fields can be closed even when the weather appears good at the time because of standing water, 
previous damage or other field condition issues.  The DPW, in consultation with the PFTF, will recommend when fields 
should be closed in order to rest them to prevent significant damage from overuse or for maintenance reasons.    

 
Weather: 

Since lightning can strike up to 10 miles from a storm, users should seek safe shelter as soon as they hear thunder or see 
lightning.  They should wait for 30 minutes without hearing thunder or seeing lightning before returning to the field.  

 
Maintenance of Baseball/Softball Infields: 

Baseball/softball players and coaches are expected to groom the infields after each game and practice.  Equipment for 
grooming is supplied and coaches are responsible for knowing the storage box combinations. 

 
Litter, Trash and Recycling: 

All users are responsible for picking up any trash or litter on the field at the completion of their practice or game session 
regardless of whether this trash was there when they first got on the field or not.  Pick up trash when you leave the field, even 
if it is not yours.  Consider naming team captains at each practice or game to oversee litter collection and recycling. 

 
Users are expected to use trash and recycling receptacles located on or near the fields or to take their waste home for disposal.  
If the group expects to generate excess trash, they must provide a means for removing trash themselves.  Bring a trash bag 
with you to games and practices.  Please pick up and recycle all plastic bottles.  Inform coaches, players, players’ families, 
and attendees at games and practices that there are water fountains at the majority of the active playing fields and that 
participants are strongly encouraged to utilize reusable and refillable water bottles for all practices and games. 

 
The last group to use a field for the day is responsible for leaving a clean, litter free field. If you consistently find trash when 
you arrive at the field please contact the Recreation Director at (781) 235-2370, who will attempt to identify the users who 
might be leaving the field in such condition.  

 
Users are urged to support the preservation and sustainability of Wellesley’s playing fields through responsible use of the 
fields and respect for those who neighbor the fields. It is the responsibility of all coaches, managers, referees and parents to 
lead by example by educating our children on the proper use of field space and emphasizing the importance of caring for our 
community assets and maintaining a clean environment.  

 
Concerns related to the maintenance/condition of the High School track or any field should be addressed to the Assistant 
Superintendent/Deputy Tree Warden of the Park Division at dpw@wellesleyma.gov. 



September 2019

School Building Projects Update
Hunnewell

Hardy/Upham



Key Factors of the Hunnewell Project 
• A new school cannot be built while occupying the current school; 

off-site swing space is needed

• The District has conducted an exhaustive search, but no viable 
external swing space options exist

• An “Early” Hunnewell opens 4 years from now (Jan or Fall of 2023)

• A “Late” Hunnewell opens 7 years from now (Jan or Fall of 2026)



What is Internal Swing Space?

Utilize space at other WPS elementary schools to host 
Hunnewell students for 1.5-2 years while the new Hunnewell

School is being built



Hunnewell	Internal	Swing	Space	
Distribution	of	Students	across	ES	Schools	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 Hunnewell	 Bates	 Fiske	 Hardy	 Sprague	 Schofield	 Upham	 		Total		

Year	Two	
SY	22-23	

244	
Students	

306	
Students	

243	
Students	

268	
Students	

288	
Students	

384	 			187	 		1920	

Internal	
Swing	
Space	
Hosting	
Impact	

	

Grade	K				
38	
	

Grade	1					
44	

	
	

Grade	5						
43	
	
	

Grade	4				
41	

Grade	2				45	
	

Grade	3				33	

	 	 	

Total	Host	
School	

Enrollment	
	

	
School	

Enrollment:	
388	

	
School	

Enrollment:	
286	

	
School	

Enrollment:	
309	

	
School	

Enrollment:	
366	

	 	 	

	
	

	
	

	 Hunnewell	 Bates	 Fiske	 Hardy	 Sprague	 Schofield	 Upham	 		Total	

Year	One	
SY	21-22	

245	
Students	

321	
Students	

269	
Students	

276	
Students	

317	
Students	

388	 195	 	2011	

Internal	
Swing	
Space	
Hosting	
Impact	

	

Grade	K					
43	
	

Grade	5					
39	

	
	

Grade	4						
46	
	
	

Grade	3				
41	

Grade	1				
43	
	

Grade	2				
33	

	 	 	

Total	Host	
School	

Enrollment	
	

	
School	

Enrollment:	
403	

	
School	

Enrollment:	
315	

	
School	

Enrollment:	
317	

	
School	

Enrollment:	
393	

	 	 	



How	Will	Rooms	be	Selected	to	Host	Hunnewell	Classes?	
	

In	order	of	priority:	
	
1. Classrooms	freed	up	due	to	declining	enrollment	
2. Leveraging	other	school	instructional	spaces	
3. Use	of	current	specialized	classrooms	(i.e.,	Music,	Art)	
	
	
	



WELLESLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

District Projection versus Actual Elementary Enrollment by School
2000‐2001 through Current

 Enrollment Report
Table F

School Year Proj. Actual Proj. Actual Proj. Actual Proj. Actual

2000‐2001 402 417 15 3.73% 287 290 3 1.05% 322 329 7 2.17% 351 362 11 3.13%

2001‐2002 435 435 0 0.00% 297 287 (10) ‐3.37% 326 335 9 2.76% 369 368 (1) ‐0.27%

2002‐2003 343 341 (2) ‐0.58% 281 282 1 0.36% 273 254 (19) ‐6.96% 301 307 6 1.99%

2003‐2004 350 349 (1) ‐0.29% 291 315 24 8.25% 269 281 12 4.46% 298 304 6 2.01%

2004‐2005 345 343 (2) ‐0.58% 327 323 (4) ‐1.22% 287 272 (15) ‐5.23% 316 303 (13) ‐4.11%

2005‐2006 351 354 3 0.85% 341 325 (16) ‐4.69% 279 284 5 1.79% 310 318 8 2.58%

2006‐2007 355 354 (1) ‐0.28% 344 330 (14) ‐4.07% 281 285 4 1.42% 316 325 9 2.85%

2007‐2008 368 380 12 3.26% 339 353 14 4.13% 286 296 10 3.50% 316 328 12 3.80%

2008‐2009 400 393 (7) ‐1.75% 362 382 20 5.52% 302 313 11 3.64% 330 334 4 1.21%

2009‐2010 396 392 (4) ‐1.01% 373 375 2 0.54% 304 292 (12) ‐3.95% 328 307 (21) ‐6.40%

2010‐2011 420 406 (14) ‐3.33% 380 373 (7) ‐1.84% 299 296 (3) ‐1.00% 293 307 14 4.78%

2011‐2012 399 396 (3) ‐0.75% 359 357 (2) ‐0.56% 305 311 6 1.97% 285 302 17 5.96%

2012‐2013 394 387 (7) ‐1.78% 362 335 (27) ‐7.46% 319 328 9 2.82% 294 298 4 1.36%

2013‐2014 390 395 5 1.28% 330 334 4 1.21% 313 306 (7) ‐2.24% 284 299 15 5.28%

2014‐2015 378 384 6 1.59% 320 345 25 7.81% 294 305 11 3.74% 294 290 (4) ‐1.36%

2015‐2016 372 391 19 5.11% 336 342 6 1.79% 316 309 (7) ‐2.22% 283 272 (11) ‐3.89%

2016‐2017 383 379 (4) ‐1.04% 338 335 (3) ‐0.89% 295 308 13 4.41% 254 251 (3) ‐1.18%

2017‐2018 376 372 (4) ‐1.06% 316 298 (18) ‐5.70% 304 295 (9) ‐2.96% 254 248 (6) ‐2.36%

2018‐2019 357 357 0 0.00% 285 291 6 2.11% 275 287 12 4.36% 264 260 (4) ‐1.52%

Variance Variance Variance Variance

BATES FISKE HARDY HUNNEWELL



WELLESLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

District Projection versus Actual Elementary Enrollment by School
2000‐2001 through Current

 Enrollment Report
Table F

School Year

2000‐2001

2001‐2002

2002‐2003

2003‐2004

2004‐2005

2005‐2006

2006‐2007

2007‐2008

2008‐2009

2009‐2010

2010‐2011

2011‐2012

2012‐2013

2013‐2014

2014‐2015

2015‐2016

2016‐2017

2017‐2018

2018‐2019

Proj. Actual Proj. Actual Proj. Actual Proj. Actual

309 297 (12) ‐3.88% 0 290 289 (1) ‐0.34% 1,961 1,984 23 1.17%

317 331 14 4.42% 0 295 282 (13) ‐4.41% 2,039 2,038 (1) ‐0.05%

291 310 19 6.53% 310 333 23 7.42% 244 264 20 8.20% 2,043 2,091 48 2.35%

315 319 4 1.27% 362 333 (29) ‐8.01% 262 262 0 0.00% 2,147 2,163 16 0.75%

342 352 10 2.92% 340 351 11 3.24% 259 255 (4) ‐1.54% 2,216 2,199 (17) ‐0.77%

368 343 (25) ‐6.79% 358 374 16 4.47% 257 265 8 3.11% 2,264 2,263 (1) ‐0.04%

362 381 19 5.25% 390 394 4 1.03% 256 251 (5) ‐1.95% 2,304 2,320 16 0.69%

382 378 (4) ‐1.05% 395 399 4 1.01% 255 272 17 6.67% 2,341 2,406 65 2.78%

378 379 1 0.26% 405 422 17 4.20% 252 258 6 2.38% 2,429 2,481 52 2.14%

390 374 (16) ‐4.10% 434 428 (6) ‐1.38% 256 253 (3) ‐1.17% 2,481 2,421 (60) ‐2.42%

361 359 (2) ‐0.55% 416 403 (13) ‐3.13% 236 232 (4) ‐1.69% 2,405 2,376 (29) ‐1.21%

342 343 1 0.29% 377 402 25 6.63% 225 244 19 8.44% 2,292 2,355 63 2.75%

328 341 13 3.96% 393 394 1 0.25% 240 226 (14) ‐5.83% 2,330 2,309 (21) ‐0.90%

346 365 19 5.49% 389 399 10 2.57% 229 243 14 6.11% 2,281 2,341 60 2.63%

357 348 (9) ‐2.52% 382 398 16 4.19% 240 233 (7) ‐2.92% 2,265 2,303 38 1.68%

362 368 6 1.66% 403 398 (5) ‐1.24% 229 227 (2) ‐0.87% 2,301 2,307 6 0.26%

372 368 (4) ‐1.08% 385 393 8 2.08% 232 222 (10) ‐4.31% 2,259 2,256 (3) ‐0.13%

369 377 8 2.17% 392 383 (9) ‐2.30% 225 236 11 4.89% 2,237 2,209 (28) ‐1.25%

369 382 13 3.52% 378 366 (12) ‐3.17% 226 232 6 2.65% 2,154 2,175 21 0.97%

ELEMENTARY

Variance

SCHOFIELD

Variance

SPRAGUE

Variance

UPHAM

Variance



Overall HHU Project Timeline

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Design & 
Permitting

Design & 
Permitting

Construction 

Construction 

2026

Late Hunnewell
wait for new H/U

Hardy/Upham 
Project

Demolish old 
H/U Late 
Hunnewell

Construction 

Early 
Hunnewell
Elem. Project

Design & 
Permitting

Construction 



Elementary Redistricting

• Planning must begin now to help inform the feasibility studies for the Hardy/Upham 
projects

• Implementation will not likely occur until the end of the building projects
• Each elementary school will have one representative 
• The District is exploring external support to guide this complex process

5



  TOWN OF WELLESLEY                RECREATION DEPARTMENT      
 
 

WARREN BUILDING 
90 WASHINGTON STREET 

WELLESLEY, MASSACHUSETTS 02481 
 

DIRECTOR TELEPHONE: 781-235-2370                     DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
MATTHEW G. CHIN  FAX: 781- 237 –3558                     BRANDON G. FITTS 

 

 
FIELD PERMIT APPLICATION 

 
Name: ______________________________ Organization: _____________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________ Daytime Phone # _________________________ 
 
Field Requested: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
For what activity/sport: _________________________________________________________ 
 
DATE (S) – List all 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Day (s): __________________________________ Time: Start ___________ Finish ________ 
 
Rain Date (if needed): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Approximate # of people: _____________ # of Wellesley Residents: ___________ 
 
To Request a field permit: 

- Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director Matt Chin (Address above) 

- For Questions contact Matt Chin at 781-235-2370  or  mchin@wellesleyma.gov 

- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will 
be forwarded to the Natural Resources (NRC) for approval. * 

- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic 
Director for approval. * 

- * These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit 
approval. 

- Requests for fields made by vendors operating summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has 
satisfied state and local Board of Health requirements. 

- SEE PAGE TWO FOR FEES AND POLICIES 
 

























  TOWN OF WELLESLEY                RECREATION DEPARTMENT      
 
 

WARREN BUILDING 
90 WASHINGTON STREET 

WELLESLEY, MASSACHUSETTS 02481 
 

DIRECTOR TELEPHONE: 781-235-2370                     DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
MATTHEW G. CHIN  FAX: 781- 237 –3558                     BRANDON G. FITTS 

 

 
FIELD PERMIT APPLICATION 

 
Name: ______________________________ Organization: _____________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________ Daytime Phone # _________________________ 
 
Field Requested: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
For what activity/sport: _________________________________________________________ 
 
DATE (S) – List all 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Day (s): __________________________________ Time: Start ___________ Finish ________ 
 
Rain Date (if needed): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Approximate # of people: _____________ # of Wellesley Residents: ___________ 
 
To Request a field permit: 

- Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director Matt Chin (Address above) 

- For Questions contact Matt Chin at 781-235-2370  or  mchin@wellesleyma.gov 

- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will 
be forwarded to the Natural Resources (NRC) for approval. * 

- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic 
Director for approval. * 

- * These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit 
approval. 

- Requests for fields made by vendors operating summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has 
satisfied state and local Board of Health requirements. 

- SEE PAGE TWO FOR FEES AND POLICIES 
 

Leslie Frank/Carla Farkes Mass Elite Lacrosse

490 Chapman Street, Suite 102, Canton 02021

carla.farkes@gmail.com 781-562-1905
High School Stadium

Lacrosse summer camp

July 15 - 18 

Mon - Th 9 am  1pm

100 50



 

 
WELLESLEY FIELD PERMIT REQUEST INFORMATION 

Keep this for your records. 
To Request a field permit: 

- Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director (address above) 
- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will be forwarded to the 

Natural Resources Commission (NRC) for approval. * 
- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic Director for 

approval. * 
- * These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit approval. 
- Requests for fields made by vendors’ operation summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has satisfied state and 

local Board of Health requirements. 
General Policies: 

- No Alcohol, No illegal drugs 
- Public property may not be used to conduct a private business, unless certain requirements are met.  The Recreation Director 

can aid you with this process.  See  “Public Facility Use for Private Gain Policy” at www.wellesleyma.gov  click 
Department, click Recreation, click Recreation Commission & General Policies. 

- Users are responsible for any damage. 
- Users are responsible for checking the Town website for field conditions/closures.  Fields will be posted when closed during 

the spring, summer and fall seasons.  Assume that fields are closed during the winter. 
- If selling food, you must receive authorization from the Board of Health. 
- In general, Wellesley fields do not have sanitary facilities. 
- No play before 8 am on Sunday.  Multipurpose lights may remain on until 9:30 pm. 

 

WELLESLEY GREEN INITIATIVE: The Playing Fields Task Force is partnering with Wellesley Green Schools on an important 
initiative to reduce waste on town fields.  We require you to tell coaches, teams, family & friends, to help in the following ways:        
1) Please ask players & visiting teams to BRING REUSABLE WATER BOTTLES TO ALL GAMES & PRACTICES; 2) Please 
consider eliminating the extra drinks & snacks that are often brought to practices & games (studies show that this has a positive 
health benefit as well); 3) Consider naming a team captain to oversee garbage collection  & recycling or encourage players to 
clean up after themselves; and 4) Please remind players and visiting teams that the Town of Wellesley is committed to sustainable 
principles and has installed working water fountains & recycling bins at almost all town fields. 

Priority of use: 
1. Park Maintenance 
2. Town Wide Special Events 
3. School use – Sports, Special Events, Coaches Clinics 
4. Wellesley Youth Sports 
5. Wellesley Recreation Department Programs 
6. Wellesley Adult Organized Groups 
7. Wellesley Residents: one-time use 
8. Charitable Organizations 
9. Non-Resident Groups/Non Recreation Department Camps & Clinics 

 

Fees: 
1. Town Wide Special Events: No fee, 
2. School Use: No fee, 
3. School Coach(es) Clinics: $15 per participant, 
4. Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues: $30 per member per season per sport ($15 to general fund/$15 to turf replacement fund), 
5. Wellesley Resident Youth League Clinics: $15 per participant 
6. Wellesley Recreation Department Programs: No fee 
7. Organized Use of the High School Track: $15 per member per season 
8. Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell) for Adult Softball: $40 per participant per season ($15 to field account and $25 to light 

account), 
9. Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use: Grass field, including the Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell): $50, but $75 if using 

lights (incremental $25 to light account); Turf field: $75, 
10. Charitable Groups: No fee 
11. Non-Resident (Adults and Youth): Grass field and Sprague turf field: $150; High School turf field: $375 (fee is for field use 

only; utilization of scoreboard and sound system is not allowed) 
12. Non-Recreation Department Camps: Grass field: $35 per participant; Turf fields: $50 per participant. (Camps catering to 

participants over the age of 12 years will, whenever available, use the turf fields.) 
13. All field rentals that are not charged per participant are figured in increments of 1.5 hours. 



 

General Field Use Rules 
 

Hours of Operation:  Fields may be used until dusk with the exception of the lighted Multi-Purpose Field (at 
Hunnewell).  Lights may remain on until 9:30 pm, except for Reidy Field, where lights may remain on until 9:45 
pm.   No play before 8:00 am on Sunday at any field that abuts homeowners. 
 
Prohibited Activities:  Any prohibited activities posted on signage at the High School track or any fields, 
consumption/possession of drugs or alcoholic beverages; use of fields beyond permitted dates or times; use of grass 
fields during wet field conditions or before they are declared available for use; and any activity that may cause field 
damage. Users must show good judgment when using fields and must stop play if the field shows damage during 
activity.  Any group who causes damage to any field will be responsible for repair costs. 
 
Field Closures:  http://www.wellesleyma.gov/1049/Playing-Fields-OpenClosed-Status or call 781-235-2370 for the 
latest field closures.  If a field is closed, no use is permitted at all.  The field status webpage and the hotline are for 
informational purposes only; field signage and/or direct communication from the Wellesley DPW Park and Tree 
Division (DPW) take precedence.  Whenever possible, DPW will email user groups and post signs when fields are 
closed.   
 
Please note that grass fields can be closed even when the weather appears good at the time because of standing 
water, previous damage or other field condition issues.  The DPW, in consultation with the PFTF, will recommend 
when fields should be closed in order to rest them to prevent significant damage from overuse or for maintenance 
reasons.    
 
Weather: Because lightning can strike up to 10 miles from a storm, users should seek safe shelter as soon as they 
hear thunder or see lightning.  They should wait for 30 minutes without hearing thunder or seeing lightning before 
returning to the field.  
 
Maintenance of Baseball/Softball Infields:  Baseball/softball players and coaches are expected to groom the infields 
after each game and practice.  Equipment for grooming is supplied and coaches are responsible for knowing the 
storage box combinations. 
 
Litter, Trash and Recycling:  All users are responsible for picking up any trash or litter on the field at the completion 
of their practice or game session regardless of whether this trash was there when they first got on the field or not.  
Pick up trash when you leave the field, even if it is not yours.  Consider naming team captains at each practice or 
game to oversee litter collection and recycling. 
 
Users are expected to use trash and recycling receptacles located on or near the fields or to take their waste home for 
disposal.  If the group expects to generate excess trash, they must provide a means for removing trash themselves.  
Bring a trash bag with you to games and practices.  Please pick up and recycle all plastic bottles.  Inform coaches, 
players, players’ families, and attendees at games and practices that there are water fountains at the majority of the 
active playing fields and that participants are strongly encouraged to utilize reusable and refillable water 
bottles for all practices and games. 
 
The last group to use a field for the day is responsible for leaving a clean, litter free field.  
 
If you consistently find trash when you arrive at the field please contact the Recreation Director at (781) 235 – 2370, 
who will attempt to identify the users who might be leaving the field in such condition.  
 
Users are urged to support the preservation and sustainability of Wellesley’s playing fields through 
responsible use of the fields and respect for those who neighbor the fields. It is the responsibility of all 
coaches, managers, referees and parents to lead by example by educating our children on the proper use of 
field space and emphasizing the importance of caring for our community assets and maintaining a clean 
environment.  
 
Concerns related to the maintenance/condition of the High School track or any field should be addressed to the 
Assistant Superintendent/Deputy Tree Warden of the Park Division at dpw@wellesleyma.gov. 
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TO: Board of Selectmen, Board of Public Works, Natural Resources Commission, 
Recreation Commission, School Committee 
FROM: Playing Fields Task Force 
DATE: February 8, 2019 
RE: Revisions to the PFTF Charter and Playing Fields Policy 
 
 
The Playing Fields Task Force is requesting your approval of changes to our Charter and the 
Playing Fields Policy. As our responsible boards, your approval is needed before these changes 
can take effect. 
  
Background 
 
The goal of the PFTF is to provide a forum for the management of active athletic space in Town, 
consistent with the wishes of the responsible boards to whom Town Meeting has assigned the 
care, custody, and control of parcels of Town land. 
 
Charter Changes 
 
Please see the attached red-lined document for the full proposal; however, there are a few 
changes we want to call your attention to: 
 

 The Board of Selectmen would be added as a voting member. The BoS have been 
participating for some time; we believe this was an oversight that they were not included 
formally prior. 

 Wellesley Youth Hockey would not be a member going forward, as their involvement 
was principally related to the planning and design of the 900 Worcester Street project, 
which is now under construction.  

 Clarity would be added to the fee collection process, with the Charter now specifically 
referencing Article 55 of the Town Bylaws. 

 Timing for the deadline of the PFTF’s annual report would shift from December to 
August. Making this change will allow us to be included in the Annual Town Report. 

 
Policy Changes 
 
Similar to the Charter, the red-lined version will contain all of the revisions. The major change to 
highlight is the Fee Structure section. The current Policy states that fees may be expended by the 
Board of Public Works after consultation with the Recreation Commission and the Natural 
Resources Commission. We cannot recall this actually occurring and, more importantly, the 
process is not in accordance Article 55. That bylaw authorizes the DPW as the sole agent able to 
withdraw from the fee accounts (within the annual withdrawal cap set by Town Meeting). The 
new language aligns to Article 55. 
 
Additionally, the revisions clean up the wording of the fee list and clarify how dollars are 
segregated across the fee accounts. They also reflect the addition of the track as a rentable asset. 
Finally, the new version confirms that some of the fees collected can be used to offset the 
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PFTF’s costs of collecting, processing, and depositing the fees, assuming your and Town 
Meeting support of an amendment to the bylaw language at the Annual Town Meeting. 
 
Thank you for your support of the PFTF’s work and your consideration of these proposed 
revisions to our governing documents. 



Playing Fields Task Force 
 

Warren Building, Room 008 
90 Washington Street 
Wellesley, MA 02481 

 
Agenda 

 
 
Friday, September 13, 2019                                                                                                          7:45 AM  

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Approve Minutes from June 14, 2019 
3. Field Applications 
4. Projects update 

a. HHU/Update from SBC 
b. Stadium Restrooms and Team Room Project 
c. Practice Wall Project 
d. Hunnewell Field Restrooms 
e. Softball Project 

5. Lights Subcommittee 
6. Earth Networks: Weather Monitoring & Alerting 
7. Synthetic Turf Maintenance 
8. EEE 
9. General Fields Discussion 
10. Citizens Speak 
11. Adjourn 

 
Next Meeting: October 11, 2019 
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                   TOWN OF WELLESLEY                              RECREATION DEPARTMENT      
 

 
WARREN BUILDING 

90 WASHINGTON STREET 

WELLESLEY, MASSACHUSETTS 02481 

 
DIRECTOR TELEPHONE: 781-235-2370                     DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

MATTHEW G. CHIN  FAX: 781- 237 –3558                     BRANDON G. FITTS 

 

 

 

Special Event Field Permit Application 
 

Name: ______________________________ Organization: _____________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: ______________________________ Phone # _________________________ 

 

Field Requested: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Event Type (Please Specify): _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date of Event: ______________________________ Event Day Contact #:_(___    __)_______-_________ 

 

Day(s): __________________________________ Time: Start ___________ Finish ________ 

 

Rain Date (if needed): __________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of participants: _____________  Number of spectators: _____________  

Number of cars/buses: _____________  % of Wellesley Residents: ___________ 

Parking/Traffic Control Plan (attached) _____ Trash removal Plan (attached) _____ 

Certificate of Insurance with the “Town of Wellesley” listed as additional insured (attached): ____ 

Restroom(s) Plan (attached) _____  

Electricity Needed: Y  /  N   Detail:__________________________________ 

Water Needed: Y  /  N    Detail:__________________________________ 

Amplified Sound Needed: Y  /  N Detail:__________________________________ 

What is a Special Event? 

Special events are gatherings/events that involve a large group of people (compared to the seasonal use of the site), 

are advertised to the public, do not occur regularly on the site, and satisfy one or both of the following: 

 Impact or use Town of Wellesley streets (including curb or parking lane), sidewalks, and public rights-of-way.  

 Use Town facilities or property (i.e. Town buildings, parks, and parking lots). 

If your event/activity is one of the following, it will likely require a special event permit:  

 Outdoor concerts/entertainment, dances, and recreation/sporting events.  

 Circuses, carnivals, fairs, parades, and festivals. 

 Farmer’s markets.  

 Walks, runs, athletic, bicycle, and vehicle races and rides.  

 Fireworks displays. 



 

 Street fairs, craft shows on a right-of-way which is likely to obstruct, delay, or interfere with the normal flow 

of pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 

 Car washes, whereby the public is encouraged to attend. 

 Outdoor amplified sound. 

 Other events, as deemed by the PFTF. 

Parking & Traffic Control Plan: 

You will need to include a Parking & Traffic Control Plan.  If your event is to affect public rights-of-way with any 

one of the below conditions, your plan must address the relevant conditions.  (Note: The public right-of-way extends 

beyond the paved or travel surface of a roadway).  The conditions are: 

 Restrict or close a roadway (lanes, bike lanes, shoulders, etc.) 

 Restrict or close a sidewalk/pathway. 

 Restrict or close a driveway. 

 Restrict or close parking spaces. 

 Restrict or close a public parking lot. 

 Directing traffic with the use of a certified flagger, police officer, or signs. 

 Posting of any signs in the right of way. 

 Police detail required. 

A Parking & Traffic Control Plan should map specific routes or locations where the event will take place: 

 Streets and cross streets with lane configurations. 

 Location and placement of all required MUTCD advance warning signs (list type of signs to be used). 

 Location and placement of all certified flaggers. 

 Placement of cones and cone tapers. 

 Show traffic, pedestrian, and bike detours and/or delays. 

 Show affected businesses. 

Trash Removal Plan: 

All debris and trash must be removed from an event site immediately after the event.  Failure to do so may require the 

Town of Wellesley to remove trash/debris.  All expenses will be the responsibility of the event applicant.  The 

applicant is required to provide recyclable receptacles at the event.  When the applicant uses municipal recyclable 

receptacles, all rights of ownership are forfeited.  All expenses will be the responsibility of the event applicant. 

 

The user group may hire a DPW staff person at $45 per hour to handle all trash removal (overtime may apply) and the 

user group may pay $100 per day of event to use onsite dumpster (High School complex).  A map of trash receptacle 

locations must be included with the Trash Removal Plan. 

 

Insurance Requirements: 

A certificate of insurance must be filed ten (10) working days before the event.  The named insured must match the 

name of the event organization on the application and permit.  Additionally, the certificate must name the Town of 

Wellesley as an additional insured with the following minimums: 

General Liability: 1,000,000 occurrence; $3,000,000 aggregate 

Damage to Rented Premises: $1,000,000 occurrence 

Medical Expenses (Any One Person): $5,000 

 

Restroom Plan:   
We estimate at least one (1) chemical toilet for every 100 people.  A map of portable toilet locations must be included 

with the Restroom Plan.  Delivery of portable toilets must be coordinated by the user group and DPW or Recreation 

when access to locked areas are needed.  You may also coordinate the opening of a Town building for restroom use; 



 

for WPS-owned buildings contact Business Office at (781) 446-6210 and for Town-owned buildings contact 

Recreation at (781) 235-2370. 

 

To request a special event field permit: 

- Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director Matt Chin (address above) 

- For Questions contact Matt Chin at (781) 235-2370 or mchin@wellesleyma.gov 

- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette, McKinnon & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) 

will be forwarded to the Natural Resources (NRC) for approval.* 

- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic 

Director for approval.* 

- *These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit approval. 

- Requests for fields made by vendors operating summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has 

satisfied state and local Board of Health requirements. 

 

WELLESLEY FIELD APPLICATION REQUEST INFORMATION 

Keep this for your records. 

General Policies: 

- No alcohol, no illegal drugs, no smoking and/or vaping. 

- Public property may not be used to conduct a private business, unless certain requirements are met.  The 

Recreation Director can aid you with this process.  See “Public Facility Use for Private Gain Policy” at 

www.wellesleyma.gov click Government, click Recreation, click Facility & Fields, click Playing Fields Task 

Force & Field Applications, click Playing Fields Task Force Documents 

- Users are responsible for any damage. 

- Users are responsible for checking the Town website for field conditions/closures.  Fields will be posted when 

closed during the spring, summer and fall seasons.  Assume that fields are closed during the winter. 

- If selling food, you must receive authorization from the Board of Health. 

- In general, Wellesley fields do not have sanitary facilities. 

- WELLESLEY GREEN INITIATIVE: The Playing Fields Task Force is partnering with Wellesley Green 

Schools on an important initiative to reduce waste on town fields.  We require you to tell coaches, teams, 

family & friends, to help in the following ways: 1) Please ask players & visiting teams to BRING 

REUSABLE WATER BOTTLES TO ALL GAMES & PRACTICES; 2) Please consider eliminating the extra 

drinks & snacks that are often brought to practices & games (studies show that this has a positive health 

benefit as well); 3) Consider naming a team captain to oversee garbage collection  & recycling or encourage 

players to clean up after themselves; and 4) Please remind players and visiting teams that the Town of 

Wellesley is committed to sustainable principles and has installed working water fountains & recycling bins at 

almost all Town fields. 

 

Priority of Use: 

1) Town-Wide Special Events 

2) School Use/School Coaches’ Clinics 

3) Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues 

4) Wellesley Recreation Department Programs 

5) Wellesley Resident Adult Groups 

6) Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use 

7) Charitable Groups 

8) Non-Resident Groups / Non-Recreation Department Camps and Clinics 

 

 

mailto:mchin@wellesleyma.gov
http://www.wellesleyma.gov/


 

 

Fees, as approved in the Playing Fields Policy: 

 

1) Town-wide Special Events:  No fee, 

2) School Use:  No fee, 

3) School Coach(es) Clinics:  $15 per participant, 

4) Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues:  $30 per participant per season ($15 to Turf Field Fund), 

5) Wellesley Resident Youth League Clinics:  $15 per participant, 

6) Wellesley Recreation Department Programs:  No fee, 

7) Organized Use of the High School Track:  $15 per participant per season; if not a seasonal rental: $150, 

8) Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell) for Adult Softball:  $40 per participant per season ($25 to Recreation 

lighting account), 

9) Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use:  $50 for a grass field, including the Multi-Purpose Field (at 

Hunnewell), but $75 if using lights (incremental $25 to Recreation lighting account); $75 for a turf field, 

10)  Charitable Groups:  No fee, 

11)  Non-Resident (Adults and Youth):  Grass field and Sprague turf field: $150; High School turf field: $375 

(fee is for field use only; utilization of scoreboard and sound system is not allowed), and 

12)  Non-Recreation Department Camps:  $35 per participant on a grass field; $50 per participant on a turf 

field.  (Camps catering to participants over the age of twelve years shall, whenever available, be assigned 

to turf fields). 

13) All track and field rentals that are not charged per participant are figured in increments of 1.5 hours. 

Fees collected shall be deposited into the DPW Field Use Fund, unless otherwise noted or a rental of a turf 

field; revenue from turf field rentals shall be deposited into the Turf Field Fund. 

 

Hours of Operation: 

Fields may be used until dusk with the exception of the lighted Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell).  Lights may 

remain on until 9:30 pm, except for Reidy Field, where lights may remain on until 9:45 pm.   No play before 

8:00 am on Sunday at any field that abuts homeowners. 

 

Prohibited Activities: 

Any prohibited activities posted on signage at the High School track or any fields, consumption/possession of 

drugs or alcoholic beverages; use of fields beyond permitted dates or times; use of grass fields during wet field 

conditions or before they are declared available for use; and any activity that may cause field damage. Users 

must show good judgment when using fields and must stop play if the field shows damage during activity.  Any 

group who causes damage to any field will be responsible for repair costs. 

 

Field Closures: 

http://www.wellesleyma.gov/1049/Playing-Fields-OpenClosed-Status or call (781) 235-2370 for the latest field 

closures.  If a field is closed, no use is permitted at all.  The field status webpage and the hotline are for 

informational purposes only; field signage and/or direct communication from the Wellesley DPW Park and Tree 

http://www.wellesleyma.gov/1049/Playing-Fields-OpenClosed-Status


 

Division (DPW) take precedence.  Whenever possible, DPW will email user groups and post signs when fields 

are closed.   

 

Please note that grass fields can be closed even when the weather appears good at the time because of standing 

water, previous damage or other field condition issues.  The DPW, in consultation with the PFTF, will 

recommend when fields should be closed in order to rest them to prevent significant damage from overuse or 

for maintenance reasons.    

 

Weather: 

Since lightning can strike up to 10 miles from a storm, users should seek safe shelter as soon as they hear thunder 

or see lightning.  They should wait for 30 minutes without hearing thunder or seeing lightning before returning 

to the field.  

 

Maintenance of Baseball/Softball Infields: 

Baseball/softball players and coaches are expected to groom the infields after each game and practice.  

Equipment for grooming is supplied and coaches are responsible for knowing the storage box combinations. 

 

Litter, Trash and Recycling: 

All users are responsible for picking up any trash or litter on the field at the completion of their practice or game 

session regardless of whether this trash was there when they first got on the field or not.  Pick up trash when 

you leave the field, even if it is not yours.  Consider naming team captains at each practice or game to oversee 

litter collection and recycling. 

 

Users are expected to use trash and recycling receptacles located on or near the fields or to take their waste home 

for disposal.  If the group expects to generate excess trash, they must provide a means for removing trash 

themselves.  Bring a trash bag with you to games and practices.  Please pick up and recycle all plastic bottles.  

Inform coaches, players, players’ families, and attendees at games and practices that there are water fountains 

at the majority of the active playing fields and that participants are strongly encouraged to utilize reusable and 

refillable water bottles for all practices and games. 

 

The last group to use a field for the day is responsible for leaving a clean, litter free field. If you consistently 

find trash when you arrive at the field please contact the Recreation Director at (781) 235-2370, who will attempt 

to identify the users who might be leaving the field in such condition.  

 

Users are urged to support the preservation and sustainability of Wellesley’s playing fields through responsible 

use of the fields and respect for those who neighbor the fields. It is the responsibility of all coaches, managers, 

referees and parents to lead by example by educating our children on the proper use of field space and 

emphasizing the importance of caring for our community assets and maintaining a clean environment.  

 

Concerns related to the maintenance/condition of the High School track or any field should be addressed to the 

Assistant Superintendent/Deputy Tree Warden of the Park Division at dpw@wellesleyma.gov. 
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Town of Wellesley 
 

Playing Fields Policy  
 
 
 
Purpose: This policy is intended to be the framework for managing the priority and usage 

of active playing fields in the Town of Wellesley.  Excepting the Fee Structure 
contained herein, which is set by the Playing Fields Task Force (“PFTF”), this 
policy has been approved by the Board of Selectmen, Board of Public Works, 
Natural Resources Commission, School Committee, and the Recreation 
Commission.  The policy is administered by the Recreation Department under the 
guidance of the PFTF. 

  
History: In 1997, the Natural Resources Commission established the PFTF.  The PFTF 

consists of representatives from the major user groups (Youth Baseball/Softball, 
Youth Soccer, Youth Lacrosse, Youth Football, Youth Field Hockey, Youth 
Hockey, Adult Softball) and landowners (the Recreation Commission, the Natural 
Resources Commission, the Board of Selectmen, School Committee, and the 
Board of Public Works) as well as a citizen at-large.  The purpose of this Task 
Force is to identify strategies for field maintenance (including methods for 
funding) and to work together to identify ways to meet field use demands while 
recognizing scarce resources.  The PFTF generally meets monthly.  In 2004, the 
Recreation Commission took over sponsorship of the PFTF.  Voting privileges are 
limited to the elected officials from the five responsible boards and one 
representative each from the major user groups, as well as the citizen at-large, 
consistent with the PFTF Charter.  Staff from the five boards may vote when 
acting with appropriate board member proxy power. 

 
Playing Field and Track Permits: 
 
 Organized or regular use of the Town’s track or playing fields by groups shall 

require a permit.  Regular meetings of a group or individuals are considered 
organized use and similarly require a permit.  If any such group does not have a 
permit and there are residents who want to use the High School track or any fields 
for recreational use, then the residents shall have priority to use the track or fields. 

 
Use of the High School track or active playing fields requires a permit from the 
Recreation Department.  Use of passive land and Town-wide special events 
requires a permit from the Natural Resources Commission. 

 
 Requests for permits by the Youth Leagues (Soccer, Little League/Softball, 

Lacrosse, Football, Field Hockey) will be done on a seasonal basis and must be 
made by the following dates: 

   April 1 – Spring 
   June 1 – Summer 

Deleted: .

Deleted: Public Schools, Little League

Formatted: Highlight

Deleted: ,

Deleted:  (Selectmen, Public Works, Natural Resources, 
School Committee, and Recreation)

Deleted: Little League, Youth Soccer, Youth Lacrosse, 
Youth Football, Youth Field Hockey, Youth Hockey, and 
Adult Softball



12-11-2018 - Draft 

 2

Deleted: 07

Deleted: 01

Deleted: 7

Formatted: Position: Horizontal: Right, Relative to: Margin,
Vertical:  0", Relative to: Paragraph, Wrap Around

Formatted: Right:  0.25"

   August 1 – Fall 
  

It is expected that the representatives from each league will meet with each other 
and coordinate with the School Department Athletic Director, to agree on field 
use availability and needs prior to submitting permit requests to the Recreation 
Director.  The Youth Leagues will work together to submit a master schedule to 
the Recreation Department.  In the event that disputes cannot be resolved, the 
Recreation Director will be responsible for making a final decision.  Blanket 
seasonal permits are issued to the Youth Leagues for both practice times and 
game times.  Coaches are not assigned to specific practice times.  Permits are not 
transferable and are only valid for the permit holder.  A permit may not be sub-let 
to a different organization without the authorization of the PFTF. 
 
PFTF members from the responsible boards will be given field status updates by 
DPW and will be consulted in order to ensure that fields under their control are 
not adversely impacted by overuse.  If any board determines that an overuse 
condition exists or any field is being used in a manner inconsistent with such 
board’s policies, the board reserves the right to restrict or further condition 
issuance of permits. 

 
 
User Groups / Priority of Use: 
 
 Permits are issued based on the following priorities: 
 

1) Town-Wide Special Events:  This includes events such as “town days,” 
memorial services, and fairs.  The NRC will issue permits for these events.  
The NRC will coordinate with the Recreation Director and the Athletic 
Director to determine if these events will impact previously scheduled athletic 
or permitted events. 

 
2) School Use:  The School Department has the next priority use of fields and the 

High School track over any other group, including the Youth Leagues.  School 
Department use includes athletic games, practices, and other special events.   

 
Coaches Clinics:  School Department coaches who wish to run clinics 
must present a letter of support from the Athletic Director to the 
Recreation Director.  Spring (April) vacation clinics must be booked 
by March 1.  Coaches understand that spring clinics may be cancelled 
due to track or field conditions.  Summer clinics must be booked by 
June 1.  A fee will be charged. 

 
3) Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues: Youth Leagues will be allotted hours 

based on season and participant numbers.  It is expected that these groups will 
work together to ensure equitable use of all fields, coordinate with any 
resident youth sport group utilizing the High School track, and try to make 
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accommodations for each other in the event of unforeseen scheduling changes 
during the season.  Wellesley Youth Leagues may also run in-house clinics for 
their members.  Clinic times are limited to the days and times listed on their 
permit or a new permit must be issued.   

 
4) Wellesley Recreation Department Programs:  Use of fields or the High School 

track for camps, clinics and programs, which are run by the Recreation 
Department, will not preempt the Youth Leagues.  When these programs are 
run during youth sport seasons, all attempts will be made to limit them to 
using the field area at the Warren Recreation building.  Recreation may use 
other fields during the summer, as long as the fields are not adversely 
impacted by overuse.  The Recreation Department offers these programs in 
support of its general mission to provide affordable recreational activities. 

 
5) Wellesley Resident Adult Groups:  Adult leagues or clubs (e.g. soccer clubs, 

running clubs, etc.) must be organized with the primary intention of 
supporting Town residents.  Leagues or clubs may compete with teams from 
other towns, but one Wellesley team must be involved in the match.  Leagues 
or clubs must give priority to Town residents when filling rosters.  Wellesley 
teams or clubs must be able to prove that 75% of the memberships are 
Wellesley residents or are Town of Wellesley employees.  Team rosters must 
be turned in to the Recreation Director prior to the start of the season. 

 
6) Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use:  The Town recognizes that residents 

may want to use fields or the High School track for one time uses such as 
birthday parties, neighborhood activities, etc.  No fee is charged for children’s 
birthday parties.  A fee is required for other events. 

 
7) Charitable Groups:  If field space is available, as determined by the 

Recreation Director, groups who are hosting an event to raise money for 
charity will be given a permit for a field or the High School track for no fee. 

 
8) Non-Resident Groups / Non-Recreation Department Camps and Clinics:  A 

non-resident group is defined as one whose membership is less than 75% 
Wellesley residents or Town of Wellesley employees.  Use by non-residents 
will be limited to baseball, softball, soccer, field hockey, lacrosse, and track. 
Use of fields or the High School track by non-resident groups will be 
dependent on conditions and availability.  The Recreation Department may 
arrange for field use by outside camps during the summer months. 

 
Fee Structure: 

 
Field and track use fees are collected by the Recreation Department and are then 
segregated into account(s) dedicated to playing fields maintenance, consistent with 
Article 55 of the Town Bylaws.  The PFTF shall advise the DPW on the use of funds in 
said accounts.  How fees are credited between the two funds shall be determined by the 
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PFTF considering future field needs.  Annual reports will be given to the PFTF and the 
responsible boards on the funds collected and the uses of the fees.  The PFTF sets the 
following as the fees to be collected: 
 

1) Town-wide Special Events:  No fee, 

2) School Use:  No fee, 

3) School Coach(es) Clinics:  $15 per participant, 

4) Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues:  $30 per participant per season ($15 to 

Turf Field Fund), 

5) Wellesley Resident Youth League Clinics:  $15 per participant, 

6) Wellesley Recreation Department Programs:  No fee, 

7) Organized Use of the High School Track:  $15 per participant per season; if 

not a seasonal rental: $150, 

8) Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell) for Adult Softball:  $40 per participant 

per season ($25 to light account), 

9) Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use:  $50 for a grass field, including the 

Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell), but $75 if using lights (incremental $25 

to light account); $75 for a turf field, 

10)  Charitable Groups:  No fee, 

11)  Non-Resident (Adults and Youth):  Grass field and Sprague turf field: $150; 

High School turf field: $375 (fee is for field use only; utilization of scoreboard 

and sound system is not allowed), and 

12)  Non-Recreation Department Camps:  $35 per participant on a grass field; $50 

per participant on a turf field.  (Camps catering to participants over the age of 

twelve years shall, whenever available, be assigned to turf fields). 

13) All track and field rentals that are not charged per participant are figured in 

increments of 1.5 hours. 

Fees collected shall be deposited into the DPW Field Use Fund, unless otherwise noted or a 

rental of a turf field; revenue from turf field rentals shall be deposited into the Turf Field Fund. 

 

General Field Use Rules: 
 

Hours of Operation:  Fields may be used until dusk with the exception of the 
lighted Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell).  Lights may remain on until 9:30 pm, 
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except for Reidy Field, where lights may remain on until 9:45 pm.  No play 
before 8:00 am on Sunday at any field that abuts homeowners. 
 
Prohibited Activities:  Any prohibited activities posted on signage at the High 
School track or at any fields, consumption/possession of drugs or alcoholic 
beverages, use of fields beyond permitted dates or times, use of grass fields 
during wet field conditions or before they are declared available for use, and any 
activity that may cause field damage.  Users must show good judgment when 
using fields and must stop play if the field shows damage during activity.  Any 
group who causes damage to any field will be responsible for repair costs. 
 
Field Closures:  Check wellesleyma.gov/1049/Playing-Fields-OpenClosed-Status 
or call (781) 235-2370 for the latest field closures.  If a field is closed, no use is 
permitted at all.  The field status webpage are for informational purposes only; 
field signage and/or direct communication from the Wellesley DPW Park and 
Tree Division (DPW) take precedence.  Whenever possible, the DPW will email 
user groups and post signs when fields are closed. 
 
Please note that grass fields can be closed even when the weather appears good at 
the time because of standing water, previous damage, or other field condition 
issues.  The DPW, in consultation with the PFTF, will recommend when fields 
should be closed in order to rest them to prevent significant damage from overuse 
and/or for maintenance reasons. 
 
Weather:  Because lightning can strike up to ten miles from a storm, users should 
seek safe shelter as soon as they hear thunder or see lightning.  They should wait 
for thirty minutes without hearing thunder or seeing lightning before returning to 
the field. 
 
Maintenance of Baseball/Softball Infields:  Baseball/softball players and coaches 
are expected to groom the infields after each game and practice.  Equipment for 
grooming is supplied and coaches are responsible for knowing the storage box 
combinations. 
 
Litter, Trash, and Recycling:  All users are responsible for picking up any trash 
and/or litter on the field at the completion of their practice or game session, 
regardless of whether this trash was there when they first got on the field or not.  
Pick up trash when you leave the field, even if it is not yours.  Consider 
naming team captains at each practice or game to oversee litter collection and 
recycling. 
 
Users are expected to use trash and recycling receptacles located on or near the 
fields or to take their waste home for disposal.  If the group expects to generate 
excess trash, they must provide a means for removing trash themselves.  Bring a 
trash bag with you to games and practices.  Please pick up and recycle all plastic 
bottles.  Inform coaches, players, players’ families, and attendees at games and 
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practices that there are water fountains at the majority of the active playing fields 
and that participants are strongly encouraged to utilize reusable and refillable 
water bottles for all practices and games. 
 
The last group to use a field for the day is responsible for leaving a clean, litter-
free field. 
 
If you consistently find trash when you arrive at the field please notify the 
Recreation Department at recreation@wellesleyma.gov or (781) 235-2370, who 
will attempt to identify the users who might be leaving the field in such condition. 
 
Users are urged to support the preservation and sustainability of Wellesley’s 
playing fields through responsible use of the fields and respect for those who 
neighbor the fields.  It is the responsibility of all coaches, managers, referees, 
and parents to lead by example by educating our children on the proper use 
of field space and emphasizing the importance of caring for our community 
assets and maintaining a clean environment. 
 
Concerns related to the maintenance/condition of the High School track or any 
field should be addressed to the Assistant Superintendent/Deputy Tree Warden of 
the Park Division at dpw@wellesleyma.gov. 
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PLAYING FIELDS TASK FORCE 
Charter 

 
Membership 
 
The Playing Fields Task Force (“Task Force”) shall consist of: 
 

 a representative each from the Recreation Commission and department staff, 
 a representative each from the Natural Resources Commission and department staff, 
 a representative each from the Board of Public Works and department staff, 
 a representative each from the School Committee and department staff, 
 a representative from the Board of Selectmen, 
 a representative from the Wellesley United Soccer Club, 
 a representative from the Wellesley Youth Baseball/Softball Association, 
 a representative from the Wellesley Youth Lacrosse Club, 
 a representative from Wellesley Youth Football, 
 a representative from the Wellesley Youth Hockey Association (?), 
 a representative from the Wellesley Scoops Field Hockey Club, 
 a representative from the Wellesley Men’s Softball League; and 
 a Wellesley citizen at-large to be appointed by the Playing Fields Task Force. 

 
Staff shall be non-voting members except when acting with appropriate board member proxy 
power. 
 
Other organizations may be invited to attend and participate in Task Force processes, but shall 
not have voting representation. 
 
Term 
 
The term of office for board members shall be at the discretion of their respective board or 
commission. The term of the citizen at large shall be three years commencing on July 1, 2017. 
 
Duties 
 
The Task Force is established: 
 

 to develop and maintain the master plan for the reconfiguration, use, maintenance, and 
improvement of active recreational playing fields throughout the Town of Wellesley for 
approval/action by the appropriate responsible boards, namely the: Recreation 
Commission, Natural Resources Commission, Board of Public Works, Board of 
Selectmen, and School Committee, 
 

 to provide recommendations to the responsible boards for capital funding appropriations 
for playing field improvements, and to provide active support for those funding requests 
throughout the funding approval process, 
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 to keep their departments and boards fully informed as to any PFTF-supported capital 
projects and to obtain their boards and departments timely approval for such projects, 
 

 to recommend and implement field use policy, 
 

 to set field user fees, those fees to be deposited in account(s) dedicated to playing fields 
maintenance, consistent with Article 55 of the Town Bylaws, and advise on their use, 
 

 to monitor playing fields status including condition, frequency, and intensity of use, 
 

 to rate field conditions and compare them to fields in other communities, 
 

 to work with other boards to investigate the availability of privately-owned playing 
fields, and fields in other communities, and 
 

 to act as a forum to resolve overlapping requirements among field users. 
 
Committee Leadership 
 
The committee shall elect a chair and vice chair whose terms shall be one year commencing July 
1 and ending June 30. The Recreation Department staff representative shall serve as secretary. 
 
Annual Report 
 
The Task Force shall submit an annual report to the responsible boards on or before the second 
Friday in August, and file a copy with the Town Clerk. 

Deleted:  for collection from users by the Recreation 
Department

Deleted:  a 

Deleted: DPW dedicated playing field account,

Deleted: man

Deleted:  a

Deleted: -

Deleted: man

Deleted: wi

Deleted: wi

Deleted: record minutes of the meetings.

Deleted: December



Playing Fields Task Force 
Proposed Changes to Article 55 at ATM 2019 

 
2. DPW Field Use Fund. 

Funds held in the DPW Field Use Fund shall be expended for athletic playing fields 
maintenance, under the direction of the Department of Public Works. Receipts credited 
to this fund shall include some or all of the fees charged to sports team field and/or 
track users, as determined by the Playing Fields Task Force. 

  
3. Turf Field Fund. 

Funds held in the Turf Field Fund shall be expended for repairs and replacement to the 
artificial turfs at Sprague Field and Hunnewell Field, under the direction of the 
Department of Public Works. Receipts credited to this fund shall include some or all of 
the fees charged to sports team field and/or track users, as determined by the Playing 
Fields Task Force. 
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Special Event Field Permit Application 
 

Name: ______________________________      Organization: _____________________________ 
 
Mailing address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________     Daytime phone #: __________________________ 
 
Field(s) requested: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Event type (please specify): _________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of event: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Day(s): __________________________________    Time: Start ___________  Finish ________ 
 
Rain date (if needed): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Est. # of number of participants: _____________                     Est. # of number of spectators: _____________  
 
Est. %age of participants who are Wellesley residents: ___________       Est. # of cars/buses: _____________ 
 
Is a police detail required?  Circle one:     Yes     No 
 
Is a parking/traffic control plan attached? _____            Is a trash removal plan attached? _____ 
 
Have you attached a certificate of insurance with the Town of Wellesley listed as insured? ____ 
 
Is a restroom plan attached? _____ 
 
Is electricity needed? Circle one:     Yes     No    Is water needed? Circle:     Yes     No 
 

Please see next page for what constitutes a special event. 
 
 
 
 
 
Send completed form to Recreation Director Matt Chin (see address above). For questions, please call Matt or 

e-mail him at (781) 235-2370. 



 

SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT INFORMATION 

What is a Special Event? 

Special events are gatherings/events that involve a large group of people (compared to the usual occupancy of 
the site) on a Town athletic field, and: 

 Are advertised to the public and do not occur regularly on the site, or 
 Impact or use Town of Wellesley streets (including curb or parking lane), sidewalks, and public rights-

of-way, or 
 Use Town facilities or property (i.e. Town buildings, parks, and parking lots). 

If your event/activity is one of the following, it will likely require a special event permit:  

 Outdoor concert and entertainment, public or semi-public, dance, recreation, or sporting events, 
 Circuses, carnivals, fairs and festivals, 
 Farmer’s markets, 
 Walks, runs, athletic, bicycle, and vehicle races and rides, 
 Fireworks display, 
 Street fair, craft show on a residential or commercial right-of-way, which is likely to obstruct, delay or 

interfere with normal flow of pedestrian or vehicular traffic, 
 Car washes whereby the public is encouraged to attend, 
 Outdoor amplified sound, and 
 Other events as deemed by the PFTF. 

Traffic Control Plan 

You will need to include a traffic control plan if your event is to affect public right-of-way with any one of 
these conditions: 

 Restrict or close a roadway (lanes, bike lanes, shoulders, etc.) 
 Restrict or close a sidewalk/pathway 
 Restrict or close a driveway 
 Restrict or close parking spaces 
 Restrict or close a public parking lot 
 Directing traffic with the use of a certified flagger, police officer, or signs 
 Posting of any signs in the right of way 
 Police detail required  

Note that public rights-of-way often extend beyond the paved or travel surface of a roadway. 

A traffic control plan should site a specific map of routes or locations where the event will take place: 

 Streets and cross streets with lane configurations 
 Location and placement of all required MUTCD advance warning signs (list type of signs to be used) 
 Location and placement of all certified flaggers 
 Placement of cones and cone tapers 
 Show traffic, pedestrian, and bike detours and/or delays 
 Show affected businesses 



 

Recycling Plan 
Applicants must also submit a recycling plan, detailing how all debris will be recycled, when possible, or 
otherwise removed from an event site immediately after the event. Failure to do so may require the Town of 
Wellesley to remove recycling/trash. All expenses will be the responsibility of the event applicant. The 
applicant is required to provide recycling/trash receptacles at the event. When the applicant uses municipal 
recyclable receptacles all rights of ownership are forfeited. All expenses will be the responsibility of the event 
applicant. A map of recycling and trash receptacle locations must be included with recycling plan. 

 
Insurance Requirements 
A certificate of insurance must be filed ten working days before the event. The named insured must match the 
name of the event organization on the application and permit. Additionally, naming the Town of Wellesley as 
an additional insured with the following minimums: _Town Counsel/MIAA_____________ 

 
Restroom Plan:  
Depending on the duration of your event and the availability of public restrooms, you may need to rent portable 
chemical toilets to accommodate participants. We estimate at least one chemical toilet is necessary for every 
100 people. A map of portable toilet locations must be included with the restroom plan. You may also 
coordinate the opening of a Town building for restroom use. For School Committee-owned buildings, please 
contact School Business office at (781) 446-6210. For other Town-owned buildings, please contact the 
Recreation Department at (781) 235-2370. 
 

GENERAL PERMIT INFORMATION 
 
Process and Timeline 

- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will 
be forwarded to the Natural Resources (NRC) for approval. * 

- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School 
Athletic Director for approval. * 

- *These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit 
approval. 

- Requests for fields made by vendors operating summer camps will not be approved until that vendor 
has satisfied state and local Board of Health requirements. 

General Policies 
- No alcohol and illegal drugs. No marijuana. 
- Public property may not be used to conduct a private business, unless certain requirements are met. 

The Recreation Director can aid you with this process.  See “Public Facility Use for Private Gain 
Policy” at www.wellesleyma.gov/390/Recreation-Commission. 

- Users are responsible for any damage. 
- Users are responsible for checking the Town website for field conditions/closures. Fields will be 

posted when closed during the spring, summer and fall seasons. Assume that fields are closed during 
the winter. 

- If selling food, you must receive authorization from the Board of Health. 
- In general, Wellesley fields do not have sanitary facilities. 
- No play before 8 AM on Sunday. Multipurpose lights may remain on until 9:30 PM. 

 
For schedule of rental fees and priority use order, please see current Playing Fields 

Policy at www.wellesleyma.gov/356/Playing-Fields-Task-Force. 



 

WELLESLEY GREEN INITIATIVE: The Playing Fields Task Force is partnering with Wellesley Green 
Schools on an important initiative to reduce waste on town fields.  We require you to tell coaches, teams, family 
& friends, to help in the following ways:        1) Please ask players & visiting teams to BRING REUSABLE 
WATER BOTTLES TO ALL GAMES & PRACTICES; 2) Please consider eliminating the extra drinks & 
snacks that are often brought to practices & games (studies show that this has a positive health benefit as well); 
3) Consider naming a team captain to oversee garbage collection  & recycling or encourage players to clean up 
after themselves; and 4) Please remind players and visiting teams that the Town of Wellesley is committed to 
sustainable principles and has installed working water fountains & recycling bins at almost all town fields. 

 
General Field Use Rules 
 

Hours of Operation:  Fields may be used until dusk with the exception of the lighted Multi-
Purpose Field (at Hunnewell).  Lights may remain on until 9:30 pm, except for Reidy Field, 
where lights may remain on until 9:45 pm.   No play before 8:00 am on Sunday at any field that 
abuts homeowners. 
 
Prohibited Activities:  Any prohibited activities posted on signage at the High School track or 
any fields, consumption/possession of drugs or alcoholic beverages; use of fields beyond 
permitted dates or times; use of grass fields during wet field conditions or before they are 
declared available for use; and any activity that may cause field damage. Users must show good 
judgment when using fields and must stop play if the field shows damage during activity.  Any 
group who causes damage to any field will be responsible for repair costs. 
 
Field Closures:  www.wellesleyma.gov/1049/Playing-Fields-OpenClosed-Status or call 781-235-
2370 for the latest field closures.  If a field is closed, no use is permitted at all.  The field status 
webpage and the hotline are for informational purposes only; field signage and/or direct 
communication from the Wellesley DPW Park and Tree Division (DPW) take precedence.  
Whenever possible, DPW will email user groups and post signs when fields are closed.   
 
Please note that grass fields can be closed even when the weather appears good at the time 
because of standing water, previous damage or other field condition issues.  The DPW, in 
consultation with the PFTF, will recommend when fields should be closed in order to rest them 
to prevent significant damage from overuse or for maintenance reasons.    
 
Weather: Because lightning can strike up to 10 miles from a storm, users should seek safe shelter 
as soon as they hear thunder or see lightning.  They should wait for 30 minutes without hearing 
thunder or seeing lightning before returning to the field.  
 
Maintenance of Baseball/Softball Infields:  Baseball/softball players and coaches are expected to 
groom the infields after each game and practice.  Equipment for grooming is supplied and 
coaches are responsible for knowing the storage box combinations. 
 
Litter, Trash and Recycling:  All users are responsible for picking up any trash or litter on the 
field at the completion of their practice or game session regardless of whether this trash was 
there when they first got on the field or not.  Pick up trash when you leave the field, even if it is 
not yours.  Consider naming team captains at each practice or game to oversee litter collection 
and recycling. 
 
Users are expected to use trash and recycling receptacles located on or near the fields or to take 
their waste home for disposal.  If the group expects to generate excess trash, they must provide a 



 

means for removing trash themselves.  Bring a trash bag with you to games and practices.  Please 
pick up and recycle all plastic bottles.  Inform coaches, players, players’ families, and attendees 
at games and practices that there are water fountains at the majority of the active playing fields 
and that participants are strongly encouraged to utilize reusable and refillable water bottles for all 
practices and games. 
 
The last group to use a field for the day is responsible for leaving a clean, litter free field.  
 
If you consistently find trash when you arrive at the field please contact the Recreation Director 
at (781) 235 – 2370, who will attempt to identify the users who might be leaving the field in such 
condition.  
 
Users are urged to support the preservation and sustainability of Wellesley’s playing fields 
through responsible use of the fields and respect for those who neighbor the fields. It is the 
responsibility of all coaches, managers, referees and parents to lead by example by educating our 
children on the proper use of field space and emphasizing the importance of caring for our 
community assets and maintaining a clean environment.  
 
Concerns related to the maintenance/condition of the High School track or any field should be 
addressed to the Assistant Superintendent/Deputy Tree Warden of the Park Division at 
dpw@wellesleyma.gov. 

 
 
 
 
 



Hunnewell Elementary School
Feasibility Study

Swing Space



School Committee Swing Space Guidance to SBC
(August 2017)

• Limit disruption to students to the extent possible

• Keep cohorts of students together. Ideally:
◦ Keep entire Hunnewell population together, or

◦ Break up into two groups of students, but keep grade cohorts together

• Redistricting: 
Each child should face no more than one school community 
transition, if at all feasible

• Elementary school classrooms are currently fully utilized
◦ “Scattering” Hunnewell students across the district not supported by SC 

◦ TLC program requires careful consideration

• School Committee to revisit swing space guidance in early 2019



Swing Space Study

• Four Options Identified
◦ Modulars On Hunnewell Site do not fit

◦ Modulars On Cameron Street lot not acceptable

◦ “Space Mining” &/or Modulars at multiple Elementary School Sites Studied

• Sprague and Scofield are preferred initial sites for full or half of school (full School preferred)

• Bates Fields not under SC jurisdiction

• Fiske Site is too restrictive

• Hardy & Upham Sites will conflict with H/U Study

◦ Alternative Site (Village Church – Limited use of space impacts viability (1/2019), 
St Paul’s – study completed in 2016 – cost prohibitive)

◦ Wait until Hardy/Upham project is complete 

• Goal is to create a matrix of Swing Space Options that connect to our matrix 
of Concept Options – but generally independent of final selected option



Swing Space
Modular School Plans: Single Site

• 275’ Long

• 62’ Wide

• Sono Tube Foundations

• Ramps and stairs at all 
entrance points



Swing Space
Modular School Plans: Two Sites



Swing Space
Exploring All Opportunities 

Schofield ES
3.9 miles

Sprague ES
1.5 miles



Sprague School Site: Swing Space
Full School – 265 Students K-5

• Large site – largest with parking 

• Activity and Use Limitation 
Zone (AUL) for waste disposal 
area regulates development on 
fields

• Sprague School has largest 
common spaces

• Central location on “southern” 
side of Town better for 
transportation, closest to 
existing Hunnewell School

• Replace grass field with Turf 
field when complete to match 
adjacent site facilities



Sprague School – Future Considerations



Schofield School Site: Swing Space
Full School – 265 Students K-5

• Largest site

• Field Location most likely 
location

• Potential to expand off current 
permanent modular corridor

• Tennis courts are NRC land

• Location on “southern” side of 
Town better for transportation 
(TBD)



Schofield School Site: Swing Space
Half School – 134 Students 3-5

• Largest site

• Field Location most likely 
location

• Potential to expand off current 
permanent modular corridor

• Tennis courts are NRC land

• Location on “southern” side of 
Town better for transportation 
(TBD)



Sprague School Site: Swing Space
Half School – 134 Students K-2

• Large site – largest with parking 

• Activity and Use Limitation 
Zone (AUL) for waste disposal 
area regulates development on 
fields

• Sprague School has largest 
common spaces

• Central location on “southern” 
side of Town better for 
transportation, closest to 
existing Hunnewell School

• Replace grass field with Turf 
field when complete to match 
adjacent site facilities



 

 

March 5, 2019 
 
Dear Mr. Chin, 
 
Several of us as parents and Wellesley residents, would like to make a request on behalf of JBSC for field 
space within our town. Our children are part of the James Bede Soccer Club, and have been for several 
years, and we are in need of a field for our 6-9 year-old kids to have weekly practice. Currently, we are 
practicing in far away towns at late times--this interferes with their daily/nightly routines, and makes it 
difficult for them to keep up the energy they need to play.  
 
The Club is comprised  of all Wellesley kids who begin soccer as early as the age of 4 at the Warren Rec 
Center where James Bede coaches.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Kelly Segal 
11 Sturbridge Rd 
Wellesley MA 
 
Ellie Akhavan 
35 Burke Ln. 
Wellesley MA 
 
Meg Donoghue 
111 Forest St 
Wellesley MA 
 
Jennifer Cubell 
216 Windinf River Rd 
Wellesley MA 
 
Tarek Assali 
30 Washburn Ave 
Wellesley MA 
 
Jackie Sansone 
101 Brookside Rd 
Wellesley MA 
 
Kerry Miles 
93 Washington St 
Wellesley MA 
 
Carolyn Mackin 
201 Weston Rd 
Wellesley MA 
 
Lauren Rubenstein 
8 Woodlawn Oval 
Wellesley MA 
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FIELD PERMIT APPLICATION 

 
Name: ______________________________ Organization: _____________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________ Daytime Phone # _________________________ 
 
Field Requested: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
For what activity/sport: _________________________________________________________ 
 
DATE (S) – List all 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Day (s): __________________________________ Time: Start ___________ Finish ________ 
 
Rain Date (if needed): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Approximate # of people: _____________ # of Wellesley Residents: ___________ 
 
To Request a field permit: 

- Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director Matt Chin (Address above) 
- For Questions contact Matt Chin at 781-235-2370  or  mchin@wellesleyma.gov 

- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will 
be forwarded to the Natural Resources (NRC) for approval. * 

- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic 
Director for approval. * 

- * These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit 
approval. 

- Requests for fields made by vendors operating summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has 
satisfied state and local Board of Health requirements. 

- SEE PAGE TWO FOR FEES AND POLICIES 
 



 

 
WELLESLEY FIELD PERMIT REQUEST INFORMATION 

Keep this for your records. 
To Request a field permit: 

- Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director (address above) 
- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will be forwarded to the 

Natural Resources Commission (NRC) for approval. * 
- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic Director for 

approval. * 
- * These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit approval. 
- Requests for fields made by vendors’ operation summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has satisfied state and 

local Board of Health requirements. 
General Policies: 

- No Alcohol, No illegal drugs 
- Public property may not be used to conduct a private business, unless certain requirements are met.  The Recreation Director 

can aid you with this process.  See  “Public Facility Use for Private Gain Policy” at www.wellesleyma.gov  click 
Department, click Recreation, click Recreation Commission & General Policies. 

- Users are responsible for any damage. 
- Users are responsible for checking the Town website for field conditions/closures.  Fields will be posted when closed during 

the spring, summer and fall seasons.  Assume that fields are closed during the winter. 
- If selling food, you must receive authorization from the Board of Health. 
- In general, Wellesley fields do not have sanitary facilities. 
- No play before 8 am on Sunday.  Multipurpose lights may remain on until 9:30 pm. 

 

WELLESLEY GREEN INITIATIVE: The Playing Fields Task Force is partnering with Wellesley Green Schools on an important 
initiative to reduce waste on town fields.  We require you to tell coaches, teams, family & friends, to help in the following ways:        
1) Please ask players & visiting teams to BRING REUSABLE WATER BOTTLES TO ALL GAMES & PRACTICES; 2) Please 
consider eliminating the extra drinks & snacks that are often brought to practices & games (studies show that this has a positive 
health benefit as well); 3) Consider naming a team captain to oversee garbage collection  & recycling or encourage players to 
clean up after themselves; and 4) Please remind players and visiting teams that the Town of Wellesley is committed to sustainable 
principles and has installed working water fountains & recycling bins at almost all town fields. 

Priority of use: 
1. Park Maintenance 
2. Town Wide Special Events 
3. School use – Sports, Special Events, Coaches Clinics 
4. Wellesley Youth Sports 
5. Wellesley Recreation Department Programs 
6. Wellesley Adult Organized Groups 
7. Wellesley Residents: one-time use 
8. Charitable Organizations 
9. Non-Resident Groups/Non Recreation Department Camps & Clinics 

 
Fees: 

1. Town Wide Special Events: No fee, 
2. School Use: No fee, 
3. School Coach(es) Clinics: $15 per participant, 
4. Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues: $30 per member per season per sport ($15 to general fund/$15 to turf replacement fund), 
5. Wellesley Resident Youth League Clinics: $15 per participant 
6. Wellesley Recreation Department Programs: No fee 
7. Organized Use of the High School Track: $15 per member per season 
8. Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell) for Adult Softball: $40 per participant per season ($15 to field account and $25 to light 

account), 
9. Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use: Grass field, including the Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell): $50, but $75 if using 

lights (incremental $25 to light account); Turf field: $75, 
10. Charitable Groups: No fee 
11. Non-Resident (Adults and Youth): Grass field and Sprague turf field: $150; High School turf field: $375 (fee is for field use 

only; utilization of scoreboard and sound system is not allowed) 
12. Non-Recreation Department Camps: Grass field: $35 per participant; Turf fields: $50 per participant. (Camps catering to 

participants over the age of 12 years will, whenever available, use the turf fields.) 
13. All field rentals that are not charged per participant are figured in increments of 1.5 hours. 



 

General Field Use Rules 
 

Hours of Operation:  Fields may be used until dusk with the exception of the lighted Multi-Purpose Field (at 
Hunnewell).  Lights may remain on until 9:30 pm, except for Reidy Field, where lights may remain on until 9:45 
pm.   No play before 8:00 am on Sunday at any field that abuts homeowners. 
 
Prohibited Activities:  Any prohibited activities posted on signage at the High School track or any fields, 
consumption/possession of drugs or alcoholic beverages; use of fields beyond permitted dates or times; use of grass 
fields during wet field conditions or before they are declared available for use; and any activity that may cause field 
damage. Users must show good judgment when using fields and must stop play if the field shows damage during 
activity.  Any group who causes damage to any field will be responsible for repair costs. 
 
Field Closures:  http://www.wellesleyma.gov/1049/Playing-Fields-OpenClosed-Status or call 781-235-2370 for the 
latest field closures.  If a field is closed, no use is permitted at all.  The field status webpage and the hotline are for 
informational purposes only; field signage and/or direct communication from the Wellesley DPW Park and Tree 
Division (DPW) take precedence.  Whenever possible, DPW will email user groups and post signs when fields are 
closed.   
 
Please note that grass fields can be closed even when the weather appears good at the time because of standing 
water, previous damage or other field condition issues.  The DPW, in consultation with the PFTF, will recommend 
when fields should be closed in order to rest them to prevent significant damage from overuse or for maintenance 
reasons.    
 
Weather: Because lightning can strike up to 10 miles from a storm, users should seek safe shelter as soon as they 
hear thunder or see lightning.  They should wait for 30 minutes without hearing thunder or seeing lightning before 
returning to the field.  
 
Maintenance of Baseball/Softball Infields:  Baseball/softball players and coaches are expected to groom the infields 
after each game and practice.  Equipment for grooming is supplied and coaches are responsible for knowing the 
storage box combinations. 
 
Litter, Trash and Recycling:  All users are responsible for picking up any trash or litter on the field at the completion 
of their practice or game session regardless of whether this trash was there when they first got on the field or not.  
Pick up trash when you leave the field, even if it is not yours.  Consider naming team captains at each practice or 
game to oversee litter collection and recycling. 
 
Users are expected to use trash and recycling receptacles located on or near the fields or to take their waste home for 
disposal.  If the group expects to generate excess trash, they must provide a means for removing trash themselves.  
Bring a trash bag with you to games and practices.  Please pick up and recycle all plastic bottles.  Inform coaches, 
players, players’ families, and attendees at games and practices that there are water fountains at the majority of the 
active playing fields and that participants are strongly encouraged to utilize reusable and refillable water 
bottles for all practices and games. 
 
The last group to use a field for the day is responsible for leaving a clean, litter free field.  
 
If you consistently find trash when you arrive at the field please contact the Recreation Director at (781) 235 – 2370, 
who will attempt to identify the users who might be leaving the field in such condition.  
 
Users are urged to support the preservation and sustainability of Wellesley’s playing fields through 
responsible use of the fields and respect for those who neighbor the fields. It is the responsibility of all 
coaches, managers, referees and parents to lead by example by educating our children on the proper use of 
field space and emphasizing the importance of caring for our community assets and maintaining a clean 
environment.  
 
Concerns related to the maintenance/condition of the High School track or any field should be addressed to the 
Assistant Superintendent/Deputy Tree Warden of the Park Division at dpw@wellesleyma.gov. 
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FIELD  PERMIT  APPLICATION 

 
 

Name: _______________________ Organization: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________ Daytime Phone # ________________________ 

Field Requested: _____________________________________________________ 

For what activity/sport: ________________________________________________ 

DATE (S) – List all 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Day(s): _____________________  Time: Start ___________ Finish _____________  

Raindate (if needed): __________________________________________________ 

Approximate # people: ____________ # of Wellesley Residents: ___________________ 

 
To Request a field permit: 

 Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director Matt Chin (address above) 

 For Questions  contact  Matt Chin at 781-235-2370 or   mchin@wellesleyma.gov  

 Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will be 
forwarded to the Natural Resources Commission (NRC) for approval.* 

 Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic 
Director for approval.* 

 *These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit approval. 

 Requests for fields made by vendors operating summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has 
satisfied state and local Board of Health requirements. 
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PHONE: (781) 235-2370 FAX: (781) 237-3558 
WWW.WELLESLEYMA.GOV 

 
WELLESLEY  FIELD  PERMIT  REQUEST  INFORMATION 

Keep this for your records 
 
To Request a field permit: 

 Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director (address above) 
 Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will be 

forwarded to the Natural Resources Commission (NRC) for approval.* 
 Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic 

Director for approval.* 
 *These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit approval. 
 Requests for fields made by vendors operating summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has 

satisfied state and local Board of Health requirements. 

General Policies: 
 No alcohol, No illegal drugs 
 Public property may not be used to conduct a private business, unless certain requirements are met.  The 

Recreation Director can aid you with this process.  See “Public Facility Use for Private Gain Policy” at 
www.wellesleyma.gov click Department, click Recreation, click Recreation Commission & General Policies 

 Users are responsible for any damage. 
 Users are responsible for checking the Town website for field conditions/closures.  Fields will be posted 

when closed during the spring, summer and fall seasons.  Assume that fields are closed during the winter. 
 If selling food, you must receive authorization from the Board of Health. 
 In general, Wellesley fields do not have sanitary facilities. 
 No play before 8 am on Sunday.  Multipurpose field lights may remain on until 9:30 pm. 

Priority of use: 
1. Park Maintenance 
2. Town Wide Special Events 
3. School use – Sports, Special Events, Coaches Clinics 
4. Wellesley Youth Sports 
5. Wellesley Recreation Department Programs 
6. Wellesley Adult Organized Groups 
7. Wellesley Residents: one time use 
8. Charitable Organizations 
9. Non-Resident Groups/Non Recreation Department Camps & Clinics 

FEES: 
 Town Wide Special Events/School Use/Recreation Department/Charitable Groups:  NO FEE 
 Coaches Clinics: $15.00 per participant 
 Resident Youth Sports: $15.00 per participant/per sport/per session 
 Resident Use – Softball: Multipurpose Field - $25.00 per person/per season – no lights 
 Resident Use – Softball: Multipurpose Field - $40.00 per person/per season – with lights 
 Resident Use – All other grass fields or one time use of Multipurpose Field - $50.00 per game – no lights 
 Resident Use – All other grass fields or one time use of Multipurpose Field - $75.00 per game – with 

lights 
 Resident Use – Turf Field - $75.00 per game 
 Non-Resident Use – Grass Field = $100.00 – Turf Field = $275.00 
 Non-Recreation Department Camps/Clinics: Grass Field = $35.00 per participant 
 Non-Recreation Department Camps/Clinics: Turf Field = $50.00 per participant 

 
 Field use fees are determined in units of 1.5 hours. 

For questions contact: 
Wellesley Recreation Department, 90 Washington Street, Wellesley, MA 02481 
Director:  Matt Chin – mchin@wellesleyma.gov  



PFTF Meeting 

Platform tennis 

March 8, 2019 

 

Platform Tennis: 

For those who don’t know what platform tennis is: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lt‐1F8SKVfQ  

 

The Platform Tennis Club: 

https://paddletennisclub.wixsite.com/website  

 

List of Public Access/Municipal Platform Tennis facilities in US: 

http://www.platformtennis.org/mt/Play‐Platform‐Tennis/Public‐Access‐Platform‐Tennis‐Courts.htm 

 

American Platform Tennis Association “Grow the Game” web page: 

http://www.platformtennis.org/Grow_the_Game.htm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



                   TOWN OF WELLESLEY                             RECREATION DEPARTMENT      
 
 

WARREN BUILDING 
90 WASHINGTON STREET 

WELLESLEY, MASSACHUSETTS 02481 
 

DIRECTOR TELEPHONE: 781-235-2370                     DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
MATTHEW G. CHIN  FAX: 781- 237 –3558                     BRANDON G. FITTS 

 

 
Special Event Field Permit Application 

 
Name: ______________________________ Organization: _____________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________ Daytime Phone # _________________________ 
 
Field Requested: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Event Type (Please Specify): _________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Event: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Day (s): __________________________________ Time: Start ___________ Finish ________ 
 
Rain Date (if needed): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of participants: _____________  Number of spectators: _____________  
Number of cars/buses: _____________  % of Wellesley Residents: ___________ 
Parking/Traffic Control Plan (attached) _____ Trash removal Plan (attached) _____ 
Certificate of Insurance with the “Town of Wellesley” listed as additional insured (attached): ____ 
Restroom(s) Plan (attached) _____ Electricity Needed: Y  /  N Water Needed: Y  /  N 

What is a Special Event? 

Special Events are gatherings/events that involve a large group of people (compared to the usual occupancy of the 
site), and 

 Are advertised to the public and do not occur regularly on the site or 
 Impact or use Town of Wellesley streets (including curb or parking lane), sidewalks, and public rights-of-way; 

or 
 Use Town facilities or property (i.e., Town buildings, parks, and parking lots). 
 If your event/activity is one of the following, it will likely require a special event permit:  
 Outdoor concert and entertainment, public or semi-public, dance, recreation, or sporting events.  
 Circuses, carnivals, fairs and festivals. 
  Farmer’s Markets.  
 Walks, runs, athletic, bicycle and vehicle races and rides.  
 Fireworks display  
 Street fair, craft show on a residential or commercial right-of-way which is likely to obstruct, delay or 

interfere with normal flow of pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 
  Car washes whereby the public is encouraged to attend. 



 

  Outdoor amplified sound. 
  Other events as deemed by PFTF 

Examples:  road race, bike race, walk, parade, festival, market, carnival, and concert. 

Parking & Traffic Control Plan 

You will need to include a Parking & Traffic Control Plan.   If your Event is to affect public rights-of-way with 
any one of the below conditions, your plan must address the relevant conditions. (Note: Public right-of-way extends 
beyond the paved or travel surface of a roadway): 

 Restrict or close a roadway (lanes, bike lanes, shoulders, etc.) 
 Restrict or close a sidewalk/pathway 
 Restrict or close a driveway 
 Restrict or close parking spaces 
 Restrict or close a Public Parking Lot 
 Directing traffic with the use of a Certified Flagger, Police Officer or signs 
 Posting of any signs in the right of way 
 Police Detail required 

Examples of Traffic Control Plans: 

A Traffic Control Plan should site specific map of routes or locations where event will take place: 

 Streets and cross streets with lane configurations 
 Location and placement of all required MUTCD advance warning signs (list type of signs to be used) 
 Location and placement of all certified flaggers 
 Placement of cones and cone tapers 
 Show traffic, pedestrian and bike detours and/or delays 
 Show affected businesses 

Trash Removal Plan: 
 All debris and trash must be removed from an event site immediately after the event. Failure to do so may 

require the Town of Wellesley to remove trash/debris. All expenses will be the responsibility of the event 
applicant. The applicant is required to provide recyclable receptacles at the event. When the applicant uses 
Municipal recyclable receptacles all rights of ownership are forfeited. All expenses will be the responsibility 
of the event applicant. 

 
 Map of trash receptacle locations must be included with Trash Removal plan 

 
Insurance requirements: 
A certificate of insurance must be filed (10) working days before the event. The named insured must match the name 
of the event organization on the application and permit.  Additionally, naming the Town of Wellesley as an additional 
insured with the following minimums: _General Liability  
GENERAL LIABILITY 

 Occurrence 
 Participant Legal Liability 

- EACH OCCURRENCE $1,000,000 
- DAMAGE TO RENTED PREMISES (Each Occ.) $1,000,000 
- MEDICAL EXPENSE (Any one person) $5,000 
- PERSONAL & ADV INJURY $1,000,000 
- PRODUCTS-COMP/OP AGG $2,000,000 

 



 

Restroom Plan:   
We estimate at least one (1) chemical toilet for every 100 people. Map of portable toilet locations must be included 
with Restroom plan.  You may also coordinate the opening of a Town building for restroom use.  School owned 
buildings contact School Business office (781-446-6210) and Town owned Buildings contact Recreation Department 
(781-235-2370) 

 
To Request a special event field permit: 

- Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director Matt Chin (Address above) 

- For Questions contact Matt Chin at 781-235-2370  or  mchin@wellesleyma.gov 

 

- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will be 
forwarded to the Natural Resources (NRC) for approval. * 

- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic 
Director for approval. * 

- * These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit approval. 

- Requests for fields made by vendors operating summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has 
satisfied state and local Board of Health requirements. 

- SEE PAGE TWO FOR FEES AND POLICIES 
 

 
WELLESLEY FIELD PERMIT REQUEST INFORMATION 

Keep this for your records. 
To Request a field permit: 

- Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director (address above) 
- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will be 

forwarded to the Natural Resources Commission (NRC) for approval. * 
- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic 

Director for approval. * 
- * These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit approval. 
- Requests for fields made by vendors’ operation summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has 

satisfied state and local Board of Health requirements. 
General Policies: 

- No Alcohol, No illegal drugs 
- Public property may not be used to conduct a private business, unless certain requirements are met.  The 

Recreation Director can aid you with this process.  See  “Public Facility Use for Private Gain Policy” at 
www.wellesleyma.gov  click Department, click Recreation, click Recreation Commission & General 
Policies. 

- Users are responsible for any damage. 
- Users are responsible for checking the Town website for field conditions/closures.  Fields will be posted when 

closed during the spring, summer and fall seasons.  Assume that fields are closed during the winter. 
- If selling food, you must receive authorization from the Board of Health. 
- In general, Wellesley fields do not have sanitary facilities. 
- No play before 8 am on Sunday.  Multipurpose lights may remain on until 9:30 pm. 

 

WELLESLEY GREEN INITIATIVE: The Playing Fields Task Force is partnering with Wellesley Green Schools on 
an important initiative to reduce waste on town fields.  We require you to tell coaches, teams, family & friends, to 
help in the following ways:        1) Please ask players & visiting teams to BRING REUSABLE WATER BOTTLES 



 

TO ALL GAMES & PRACTICES; 2) Please consider eliminating the extra drinks & snacks that are often brought to 
practices & games (studies show that this has a positive health benefit as well); 3) Consider naming a team captain to 
oversee garbage collection  & recycling or encourage players to clean up after themselves; and 4) Please remind 
players and visiting teams that the Town of Wellesley is committed to sustainable principles and has installed 
working water fountains & recycling bins at almost all town fields. 

Priority of use: 
1. Park Maintenance 
2. Town Wide Special Events 
3. School use – Sports, Special Events, Coaches Clinics 
4. Wellesley Youth Sports 
5. Wellesley Recreation Department Programs 
6. Wellesley Adult Organized Groups 
7. Wellesley Residents: one-time use 
8. Charitable Organizations 
9. Non-Resident Groups/Non Recreation Department Camps & Clinics 

 
Fees: 

1) Town-wide Special Events:  No fee, 
2) School Use:  No fee, 
3) School Coach(es) Clinics:  $15 per participant, 
4) Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues:  $30 per participant per season ($15 to Turf Field Fund), 
5) Wellesley Resident Youth League Clinics:  $15 per participant, 
6) Wellesley Recreation Department Programs:  No fee, 
7) Organized Use of the High School Track:  $15 per participant per season; if not a seasonal rental: 

$150, 
8) Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell) for Adult Softball:  $40 per participant per season ($25 to light 

account), 
9) Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use:  $50 for a grass field, including the Multi-Purpose Field (at 

Hunnewell), but $75 if using lights (incremental $25 to light account); $75 for a turf field, 
10)  Charitable Groups:  No fee, 
11)  Non-Resident (Adults and Youth):  Grass field and Sprague turf field: $150; High School turf 

field: $375 (fee is for field use only; utilization of scoreboard and sound system is not allowed), 
and 

12)  Non-Recreation Department Camps:  $35 per participant on a grass field; $50 per participant on a 
turf field.  (Camps catering to participants over the age of twelve years shall, whenever available, 
be assigned to turf fields). 

13) All track and field rentals that are not charged per participant are figured in increments of 1.5 
hours. 

 
Hours of Operation:  Fields may be used until dusk with the exception of the lighted Multi-Purpose 
Field (at Hunnewell).  Lights may remain on until 9:30 pm, except for Reidy Field, where lights may 
remain on until 9:45 pm.   No play before 8:00 am on Sunday at any field that abuts homeowners. 
 
Prohibited Activities:  Any prohibited activities posted on signage at the High School track or any 
fields, consumption/possession of drugs or alcoholic beverages; use of fields beyond permitted dates or 
times; use of grass fields during wet field conditions or before they are declared available for use; and 
any activity that may cause field damage. Users must show good judgment when using fields and must 
stop play if the field shows damage during activity.  Any group who causes damage to any field will be 
responsible for repair costs. 
 



 

Field Closures:  http://www.wellesleyma.gov/1049/Playing-Fields-OpenClosed-Status or call 781-235-
2370 for the latest field closures.  If a field is closed, no use is permitted at all.  The field status 
webpage and the hotline are for informational purposes only; field signage and/or direct 
communication from the Wellesley DPW Park and Tree Division (DPW) take precedence.  Whenever 
possible, DPW will email user groups and post signs when fields are closed.   
 
Please note that grass fields can be closed even when the weather appears good at the time because of 
standing water, previous damage or other field condition issues.  The DPW, in consultation with the 
PFTF, will recommend when fields should be closed in order to rest them to prevent significant 
damage from overuse or for maintenance reasons.    
 
Weather: Because lightning can strike up to 10 miles from a storm, users should seek safe shelter as 
soon as they hear thunder or see lightning.  They should wait for 30 minutes without hearing thunder 
or seeing lightning before returning to the field.  
 
Maintenance of Baseball/Softball Infields:  Baseball/softball players and coaches are expected to 
groom the infields after each game and practice.  Equipment for grooming is supplied and coaches are 
responsible for knowing the storage box combinations. 
 
Litter, Trash and Recycling:  All users are responsible for picking up any trash or litter on the field at 
the completion of their practice or game session regardless of whether this trash was there when they 
first got on the field or not.  Pick up trash when you leave the field, even if it is not yours.  Consider 
naming team captains at each practice or game to oversee litter collection and recycling. 
 
Users are expected to use trash and recycling receptacles located on or near the fields or to take their 
waste home for disposal.  If the group expects to generate excess trash, they must provide a means for 
removing trash themselves.  Bring a trash bag with you to games and practices.  Please pick up and 
recycle all plastic bottles.  Inform coaches, players, players’ families, and attendees at games and 
practices that there are water fountains at the majority of the active playing fields and that participants 
are strongly encouraged to utilize reusable and refillable water bottles for all practices and games. 
 
The last group to use a field for the day is responsible for leaving a clean, litter free field.  
 
If you consistently find trash when you arrive at the field please contact the Recreation Director at 
(781) 235 – 2370, who will attempt to identify the users who might be leaving the field in such 
condition.  
 
Users are urged to support the preservation and sustainability of Wellesley’s playing fields through 
responsible use of the fields and respect for those who neighbor the fields. It is the responsibility of all 
coaches, managers, referees and parents to lead by example by educating our children on the proper 
use of field space and emphasizing the importance of caring for our community assets and maintaining 
a clean environment.  

 
Concerns related to the maintenance/condition of the High School track or any field should be 
addressed to the Assistant Superintendent/Deputy Tree Warden of the Park Division at 
dpw@wellesleyma.gov. 
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TO:	School	Building	Committee,	School	Committee,	and	Board	of	Selectmen	
FROM:	Playing	Fields	Task	Force	
DATE:	January	26,	2019	
RE:	Recommendation	for	Hunnewell	Elementary	School	
	
	
The	Playing	Fields	Task	Force	recently	completed	a	study	that	identified	a	need	for	
additional	gymnasium	space.	We	are	requesting	that	you	consider	including	a	full-sized	
basketball	court	as	part	of	the	design	of	the	new	Hunnewell	Elementary	School.	
	
Current	Challenge	
	
The	transition	to	the	new	Wellesley	High	School	exacerbated	the	shortage	of	indoor,	usable	
gymnasium	space	in	Wellesley.	While	the	old	WHS	had	two	gyms	(the	main	one	and	the	
“upper”	one),	the	new	WHS	has	only	one	gym.	The	“upper”	gym	was	used	for	
freshman	basketball,	volleyball,	wrestling,	cheerleading,	gymnastics,	and	indoor	
workouts	for	track	and	baseball.	These	sports	now	have	to	utilize	other	spaces,	such	as	
the	Sprague	gym,	Bates	gym,	WHS	cafeteria,	or	the	new	WHS	gym,	which	creates	scheduling	
challenges.	While	the	new	gym	is	a	large	facility,	its	layout	severely	diminishes	its	
usefulness:	
	

Layout	of	WHS	Gymnasium	

	
	
As	you	can	see,	the	full	court	and	side	court	cannot	be	used	simultaneously	due	to	the	main	
court	placement	(shown	in	beige)	as	well	as	the	curtain	locations	(shown	in	red).	As	a	
result,	it	is	often	impossible	to	schedule	multiple	activities	in	the	space	at	once.	In	the	old	
WHS,	the	existence	of	multiple	gyms	as	well	as	a	different	layout	allowed	varied	users	to	
make	use	of	the	space	simultaneously.	Moreover,	there	are	fewer	specialized	sports	spaces	
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in	the	new	building	(e.g.	there	is	no	longer	a	wrestling	room),	leading	to	greater	demand	on	
the	single	gymnasium,	which	it	cannot	meet.		
	
There	is	also	a	high	demand	for	gym	space	by	members	of	the	Wellesley	community	that	
cannot	be	met	by	current	Town	facilities.	For	example,	the	Wellesley	Youth	Basketball	
Association	currently	utilizes	all	available	school	gym	space	and	still	has	to	rent	at	
Meadowbrook,	Dana	Hall,	and	Rivers	to	meet	their	facility	needs.	Community	Investors,	a	
local	non-profit	organization	that	organizes	after-school	programs	to	keep	kids	active	and	
engaged,	often	cannot	run	desired	programs	due	to	the	shortage	of	available	gym	space.	
	
Proposed	Solution	
	
The	PFTF	is	recommending	a	community-oriented,	appropriately-sized	gym	be	
incorporated	into	the	Hunnewell	project.	We	are	requesting	a	50’	x	84’	basketball	court	
with	six	adjustable	baskets,	recessed	volleyball	sleeves	and	sockets,	telescopic	bleacher	
seating	for	300	spectators,	an	equipment	storage	closet	and,	ideally,	in	priority	order:	

1. Elevated	indoor	track,	
2. Retractable	batting	cage,	and	
3. Wrestling	mat	lifter.	

	
We	estimate	that	9,000	sq.	ft.	would	be	needed	to	accommodate	this.	By	doing	this,	we	
would	help	to	alleviate	the	shortage	of	indoor	gym	space	and	increase	scheduling	flexibility	
and	efficiency.	
	
Why	Hunnewell	
	
We	believe	that	a	gym	of	this	type	at	Hunnewell	is	ideal	compared	to	the	Hardy	or	Upham	
sites,	as	Hunnewell	is	in	close	proximity	to	the	Middle	School	and	High	School	as	well	as	
centrally	located	downtown.	We	also	believe	that	adding	a	gym	of	this	size	to	a	non-MSBA	
project	is	likely	to	be	the	most	successful	option.	We	recognize	that	the	Hunnewell	location	
is	a	highly-constrained	site	and	that	there	are	a	number	of	variables	to	weigh.	We	hope	that	
by	providing	our	proposal	at	this	time,	the	feedback	can	be	incorporated	as	the	short	list	
options	are	developed	in	greater	detail.	
	
Thank	you	for	your	consideration	and	we	look	forward	to	presenting	further	background	at	
a	future	meeting.	
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PLAYING FIELDS TASK FORCE  
MINUTES 

June 14, 2019 
7:45 am at Warren Building 

 

Attending: 

Jerry Nigro – Lacrosse, Katie Griffith – NRC, Jeff Wechsler – DPW, Dave Hickey – DPW, Dave Cohen – 
DPW, Ansley Martin – WUSC, Tripp Sheehan – Community Member/Resident, Martha Collins – Resident, 
Jay Russell – Adult Softball, Ann Williams – WLL, Michael D’Ortenzio Jr. - School Committee (Chair), 
Mary Scanlon – Advisory, Laurance Stuntz – Recreation, John Brown – Athletics, Matt Chin – Recreation, 
Linda Chow – School Committee, Jon Bonsall – resident/St John & St. Paul 
 

Approve Minutes from May 10, 2019: 
 

Motion: To accept the minutes from May 10, 2019amended to show that John Brown was 
in attendance by Ainsley Martin 

Seconded:  Laurance Stuntz 
Vote:  All Task Force members in attendance in favor 

 
       

Field Applications: 

Motion: To approve James Bede soccer application as presented by Tripp Sheehan 
Seconded:  Jerry Nigro 
Vote:  All Task Force members in attendance in favor 
 
Motion: To approve Gorilla Lacrosse application as presented by Laurance Stuntz 
Seconded:  Jerry Nigro 
Vote:  All Task Force members in attendance in favor 
 
Motion: To approve Kim McCausland’ s application as presented by Ansley Martin 
Seconded:  Ann Williams 
Vote:  All Task Force members in attendance in favor 
 

St. John/St. Paul Collaborative Mass: Jon Bonsall discussed how St. Jon & St. Paul parishes would like to continue 
with having their outside mass at the HS Stadium. They have met with NRC as well. Tripp Sheehan feels that this is a 
great community use of the facility. 

Motion: To approve St. John & St Paul’s application as presented by Tripp Sheehan 
Seconded:  Jerry Nigro 
Vote:  All Task Force members in attendance in favor 

 
 
Lights Subcommittee:  Laurance Stuntz informed PFTF that the Lights Sub-Committee has met and is working through 
assigning tasks and fact finding.  Katie Griffith informed PFTF that the Bob Park (Dark Sky) 

 

AED Next Steps: Matt Chin is still looking at various AED installations at other municipalities.  He will be reaching out 
at the end of summer to create a working group.  Katie Griffith suggested including Regina LaRocque as well. 
 
Field Funds Budgets YTD: Dave Cohen distributed. 

 

HHU/Update from SBC: Michael D’Ortenzio informed the PFTF that all user group information has been passed along 
to SBC and they are including a 7k sq/ft gym with seating for 100 in the new Hunnewell design. 

Project Prioritization List: Tabled. 
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Stadium Restroom and Team Room Project: DPW is finalizing the RFP for the team rooms as previously discussed. 

 

Practice Wall Project: Due to neighbor concerns at the School Committee meeting, the new proposed location east of the 
tennis courts is being reconsidered.  

 

Hunnewell Field Restrooms: Final designs and RFP documents are being worked on. 

 

Softball Project: Dave Hickey informed the group that DPW could have bid documents within a month, pending ZBA 
approval.  Looking at a phased approach of Lee in the Fall and Multipurpose in the Summer 2020. 
 
Signage on Baseball/Softball Diamonds: Discussion of looking at all fields to make sure there is consistent signage. 
 
Sprague/Hunnewell Fields Trainer Discussion: Tabled. 

 
Earth Networks: Weather Monitoring & Alerting: Tabled. 

Review and Approval of PFTF Annual Report:  

Motion: To accept the Annual Report as presented, but to allow the EOY figures to be 
added in at a later time by Tripp Sheehan 
Seconded:  Katie Griffith 
Vote:  All Task Force members in attendance in favor 

 

Election of Chair & Vice Chair:  

Motion: To nominate Laurance Stuntz for Chairman of PFTF by Tripp Sheehan 
Seconded:  Ansley Martin 
Vote:  All Task Force members in attendance in favor 

 

Motion: To nominate Katie Griffith for Vice Chair of PFTF by Tripp Sheehan 
Seconded:  Jerry Nigro 
Vote:  All Task Force members in attendance in favor 

 

General Fields Discussion: Dave Hickey informed the PFTF that Sprague complex will be fenced and closed for use on 
June 18. 

Citizens Speak: None. 

Motion: To adjourn by Michael D’Ortenzio 
Seconded:  Tripp Sheehan 
Vote:  All Task Force members in attendance in favor 

 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 9:45 am. 

 
NEXT MEETING: September 13, 2019 – 7:45 am at the Warren Building.  
 
Documents and Exhibits Used: Field application, DPW Field user fees, Annual Report Draft & St. John’s & St. Paul 
maps/pictures. 
 





PFTF Meeting 

Platform tennis 

March 8, 2019 

 

Platform Tennis: 

For those who don’t know what platform tennis is: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lt-1F8SKVfQ  

 

The Platform Tennis Club: 

https://paddletennisclub.wixsite.com/website  

 

List of Public Access/Municipal Platform Tennis facilities in US: 

http://www.platformtennis.org/mt/Play-Platform-Tennis/Public-Access-Platform-Tennis-Courts.htm 

 

American Platform Tennis Association “Grow the Game” web page: 

http://www.platformtennis.org/Grow_the_Game.htm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lt-1F8SKVfQ
https://paddletennisclub.wixsite.com/website
http://www.platformtennis.org/mt/Play-Platform-Tennis/Public-Access-Platform-Tennis-Courts.htm
http://www.platformtennis.org/Grow_the_Game.htm


 



DRAFT FOR REVIEW

Playing Fields Lights 
Subcommittee
Draft Report

September 11, 2019

19/12/2019



DRAFT FOR REVIEW

Mission

• The Natural Resources Commission (NRC) asked the Playing Fields Task Force (PFTF) to 
investigate the possibility of adding additional and improving existing lighting equipment at playing 
fields in Town.

• The PFTF has placed a high priority on this initiative, given its ability to allow for greater active play 
for Town residents – especially youth – and strengthen our sense of community at evening games 
and events.

• The PFTF will issue a report to the NRC and any other relevant stakeholders, which will include an 
actionable recommendation for the Commission to consider. 

• As such, the PFTF is appointing a Lights Subcommittee to act as fact-finders and investigators of 
potential paths forward. In regular consultation with the PFTF, the Subcommittee will draft a 
holistic report.

29/12/2019



DRAFT FOR REVIEW

Questions To Be Answered
• Scope: On which playing fields do the benefits of installing new lighting or improving existing lighting 

outweigh the costs?

• Type of Lights: What specific fixtures would be recommended? How many and where? 

• Improvement to the Fields: What ground-level improvements would be necessary to accommodate the 

lights?

• Environmental and Abutter Benefits: What environmental and abutter benefits are there to replacing 

existing lights?

• Financial Impacts and Fund Raising: What are the costs? How would funding be secured?

• Permits and Approvals: What permits and approvals would be needed?

• Terms of Use: What would the terms of use be? How would these terms be codified and how would they be 

enforced?

39/12/2019



DRAFT FOR REVIEW

Considerations

• Intensity of use and maintenance of fields

• Secondary impacts

• Traffic

• Concerns for abutters and neighbors

• Environmental Impacts

• Sound

• Carbon emissions

• Dark Sky” Compliance, utilizing external expertise via consultant Bob Parks

• Creating capacity for all user groups

49/12/2019
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Summary of Needs
• 3,700% Growth in Number of Sports Teams: Since 1969, number of teams using rectangular playing fields 

in Wellesley has increased by 3,700%, from 14 team in 1969 to 523 team in 2019, without any increase in the 

total number of available playing fields.

• 26% Growth in Last Five Years: Since 2014, the number of teams has increased by 26% and all youth 

programs anticipate similar future growth.

• 8-12 Fields: According to the United States Soccer Federation, Wellesley is 8-12 fields short of what is 

recommended to accommodate Wellesley’s 253 teams in the fall and 270 in the spring.

• Over $150,000 Spent Renting Fields Each Year: Wellesley’s youth sports teams spend more than $150,000 

per year to rent field space because there is not enough available space.

• Environmental Improvements: Environmental concerns with existing lights including carbon emissions, 

light spillage, glare, inability to dim, and ease of control.

• Community Building: Lack of lighted fields limits the ability for community building nighttime events, 

impacts WHS’s ability to host playoff games, and causes students to miss classes.
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Recommendations

• Replace existing halogen lights at the Hunnewell Multipurpose 

Fields, Reidy Field, and Tennis Courts with energy efficient, 

environmentally friendly LED lights

• Install energy efficient, environmentally friendly LED lights at 

WHS Stadium
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Summary of Benefits
• Environmental Benefits

• Replacing existing lights with energy efficient LED would have a net carbon emissions reduction of xx%

• New LED lights can be Dark Sky Certified, dimmed, have reduced light spillage and glare, and can be 

controlled remotely from a smart phone, laptop or computer.

• Increased Capacity

• Adding lights at WHS would provide a much needed increase in field capacity

• Additional access to a turf field would reduce the need cancel practices and reschedule games due to 

inclement weather

• Community and Educational Benefits

• Ability to hold night sporting events with easier attendance for families

• Reduced impact on student athletes missing classes due to early dismissal for home playoff games

• Improved traffic flow for game usage shifted from Sprague to WHS

• Ability to accommodate later WMS and WHS start times
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Why WHS Stadium?
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WHS Stadium is the Crown Jewel 

of Wellesley’s Play Fields

99/12/2019

• New synthetic turf field (October 2016)

• New state of the art track (October 2016)

• WHS Stadium is the largest gather space in the entire town of Wellesley

• The only place large enough to hold the entire WHS student body   

• Stadium seating capacity of 2,300 spectators 

• ~300 parking spaces (Far more than any other field)

• Located across the street from Wellesley High School for easy access by students 

• Part of the Hunnewell Field Complex that already has lights at Reidy Field, Hunnewell Multipurpose Field, Tennis Courts, and 
Basketball Courts

• Electrical capacity and conduits are already in place, making this the least expensive field for the addition of lights
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Benefits WMS, WHS and Youth Sports Teams

109/12/2019

• WHS & WMS Sports Teams: Lights at WHS Stadium would create much needed 

field time for the 24 WHS sports teams and five WMS sports to practice and host 

games in the Stadium: 8 soccer, 4 football, 4 field hockey, 6 lacrosse, and 7 track 

and field teams. 

• Youth Sports Under the Lights: Lights at the Stadium would enable youth sports 

teams to potentially play at least one game a season under the lights, similar to how 

Little League Baseball and Softball teams play one game under the lights at Reidy 

Field and Hunnewell Field. 

• Freeing Up Space at Other Fields: Lights at the Stadium have the positive ripple 

effect of freeing up much need space for youth sports at Sprague Fields and the 

other playing fields. 
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Potential Abutter Impact and Mitigation
• Light Spillage and Glare

• Replacements for lights at Reidy Field, Hunnewell Multipurpose, and Tennis Courts would reduce light spillage 
and glare by 50% or more 

• New lights at WHS Stadium would have virtually zero spillage and glare and can be certified as Dark Sky-
compliant

• New lights can be dimmed and programmed with various lighting levels based on usage and to signal the end of 
use period

• Noise

• All events would be subject to the existing NRC noise policy, which doesn’t allow amplified sound without a 
permit

• Traffic

• According to the Wellesley Police Department, lights at WHS Stadium would result in less traffic and parking 
issues around the Sprague Fields; with the exception of WHS Varsity Football games, night practices and other 
games would not significantly impact traffic around the Stadium; and WPD has a track record of effectively 
managing WHS night football games under portable lights.
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Wellesley Police Department Supports 

the Addition of Lights at WHS Stadium
Wellesley’s Police Department (WPD) supports lights at WHS Stadium which would enable sports teams to 
practice and play games as late as 9:30 p.m. 

Wellesley’s Chief of Police cites the following reasons for his support of lights at WHS Stadium: 

• Moving games and some practices from Sprague Fields to WHS Stadium would result in less traffic and 
parking issues around the Sprague Fields

• WHS has ample parking adjacent to WHS Stadium.

• With the exception of WHS Varsity Football games, night practices and other games would not 
significantly impact traffic around the stadium.

• There are only four or five WHS Varsity Football games each fall.

• WHS has had night games in the past with portable lights and WPD successfully managed the traffic  by 
hiring extra police officers.

• If night WHS Varsity Football games became a regular event, WPD’s traffic plan will be in effect and 
even improved given the regularity of the event.

9/12/2019 12
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Letter from Wellesley Police Chief

9/12/2019 13
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Financial Impact of New Lights

• Increased revenue from ticket sales 

• Reduction in the amount youth sports clubs spend on external fields

• Reduction in costs of transporting students athletes to other fields

• Smaller electrical bills and reduced carbon emissions per kilowatt hour 

149/12/2019
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Financial Analysis – Replacement Lights

159/12/2019

Costs:

• Estimated costs of new LED lights on existing poles at Reidy Field, Hunnewell 

Multipurpose, and Tennis Courts:  

• Reidy Field: $80,000-$90,000

• Hunnewell Multipurpose: $125,000-$135,000

• Tennis Courts: $85,000-90,000

• Total: $290,000-$320,000

• Total costs, including labor: $377,000-$407,000

Funding:

• Town, CPC, private, and possibly a Green Communities Grant
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Financial Analysis – WHS Stadium Lights

169/12/2019

Costs:

• Estimated costs of new LED lights and poles:   $305,000-$315,000 

• Total costs, including labor: ~$400,000

Funding:

• Private funding from the Wellesley Field Fund 

• Funds already raised by the Wellesley Field Fund: ~$221,800

• Additional fundraising needs: ~$180,000
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Approvals and Permitting

• NRC: Land is owned by the Natural Resources Commission

• No Change of Use: According to the Planning Board, adding lights at WHS 
Stadium would not create a change of use

• The 2007 addition of lights at Reidy Field was not considered a change of use

• Electrical Permits: Only permitting required would be electrical permits for the 
lights installation

• Funding

• Replacing existing lights, we are exploring the possibility of applying for Green 
Communities Grant funding, plus private, town, and CPC

• New LED lights at WHS Stadium would be funded through private donations 
by the Wellesley Field Fund
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Possible Timeline

• Draft Review at Playing Fields Task Force – September 13

• PFTF Member and Stakeholder Review and Comment – September 

• Acceptance by Playing Fields Task Force – October

• NRC Review and Public Meeting – November

189/12/2019
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Background Details

9/12/2019 19
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Highest Participation Rate and 
Winningest Sports Program in MA

• Wellesley’s residents believe that youth sports play an
important role in the life of the town and in the growth
and development of our students.

• According to MIAA, Wellesley has had the highest
participation rate of any sports program in
Massachusetts five of the last six years.

• Wellesley has won the Boston Globe Award for the
highest winning percentage of any sports program in
Massachusetts four of the last five years.
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Key Historical Finds (1969-2019)

3,700% Growth in the Number of Sports Teams
• In 1969, Wellesley had 14 youth and high school sports teams that played on rectangular playing

fields (8 in the fall, 6 in the spring).

• In 2019, Wellesley has 523 youth and high school sports teams that played on rectangular playing
fields (253 in the fall, 270 in the spring).

• In the last five years, Wellesley has experienced a 26% increase in the number of teams that play
on rectangular fields and the youth sports clubs anticipate similar growth for the foreseeable
future.

No Growth in the Number of Rectangular Playing Fields
• In the last 50 years, Wellesley has not added any rectangular playing fields to accommodate the

more than 3,700% growth in the number of sports teams that play on rectangular fields. In 1969,
there were 15 rectangular fields available in the fall and 12 in spring, the exact same as there are
today.

• The United States Soccer Federation, recommends between 20-24 fields to accommodate
Wellesley’s 253 teams in the fall and 270 in the spring.

• Wellesley is 8-12 fields short of what is recommended. A combination of artificial turf and lights
would reduce the number of fields Wellesley needs to add in order to support its sports teams.

219/12/2019
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• In the last 50 years, Wellesley has not added any rectangular 

playing fields to accommodate the more than 3,700% 

growth in the number of sports teams that play on 

rectangular fields (14 team in 1969, 523 team in 2019). 

• In 1969, there were 15 rectangular fields available in the fall 

and 12 in spring, the exact same as there are today. 

• The United States Soccer Federation, recommends between 

20-24 fields to accommodate Wellesley’s 253 teams in the 

fall and 270 in the spring.

• Wellesley is 8-12 fields short of what is recommended, not 

accounting for future growth. 

• A combination of artificial turf and lights would reduce the 

number of fields Wellesley needs to add in order to support 

its sports teams.

Field Owner Field Type Surface Lights Availability

WHS Stadium NRC Rectangular Turf No Fall & Spring

Sprague Field 2 SC Rectangular Turf No Fall & Spring

Sprague Field 3 SC Rectangular Turf No Fall & Spring

Upham Lower Field SC Rectangular Grass No Fall & Spring

Hunnewell Park Field (3) NRC Rectangular Grass No Fall & Spring

Perrin Park NRC Rectangular Grass No Fall & Spring

Hardy Field 2 SC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Schofield School Field SC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Sprague Field 1 SC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Sprague Field 4 SC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Hunnewell Park Fields (1) NRC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Hunnewell Park Fields (2) NRC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Kelly Field 1 (Bates School) NRC Multipurpose Grass No Fall Only

Kelly Field 2 (Bates School) NRC Multipurpose Grass No Fall Only

Hunnewell Multipurpose NRC Multipurpose Grass Yes Fall Only

No New Rectangular Fields in Over 50 Years
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50 Years of Growth of Youth Sports

Over the last 50 years, there have been three nationwide changes that have lead to dramatic increases

in the level of participation in youth and high school sports in Wellesley and across the country:

• Increased Participation at Younger Ages and All Skill Levels: Starting in the late 1960s and

continue to today, there has been a dramatic increase in the number of children playing youth

sports, with the opportunity to participate available to all age and skill levels (K-12).

• Title IX: In 1972, Congress passed Title IX, a federal civil rights law that requires educational

institution that receive federal funding to provide equal opportunities to participate in sports,

regardless of gender. Title IX has been a public policy triumph that has lead to exponential growth

in the number of girls participating in youth and high school sports.

• Meteoric Growth of Soccer: Soccer has lead the way in terms of the growth of youth sports. In

1967 there were only 100,000 people playing soccer in the U.S. Today over 24.4 million Americans

play soccer and approximately half of them are girls and women.
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1969: Birth of Wellesley Youth Soccer

• The Wellesley boys faced Framingham in the BAYS

Championships on a hot June day at Sprague Fields. The game

was tied 0-0 at the end of regulation and went into

quadruple overtime until Rick Copland scored the winning

goal for Wellesley on a cross from David Himmelberger.

• Wellesley being crowned BAYS champions in the leagues

inaugural season was an auspicious start for a soccer program

that has grown to be the largest and winningest program in

Massachusetts.

• In the spring of 1969, Boston Area Youth Soccer (BAYS) was created for boys.

• That same year, Wellesley United Soccer Club (WUSC) was created and a single team of 9th grade

boys joined the newly former BAYS league.

Wellesley United Soccer Club 

BAYS Champions, Spring 1969

9/12/2019 24
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Title IX and the Growth of Soccer
• In 1972, Congress passed Title IX, and girls were finally given an equal opportunity to participate

in sports. The year Title IX became law, there were only 400 girls playing high school soccer in the

entire country and no girls in Wellesley played soccer.

• In 1974, BAYS and Wellesley began offering soccer to girls and over 230 Wellesley girls signed up

to play in that first season.

• Two years later, WHS began offering girls soccer.

• In 2019, over 24.4 million Americans play soccer and approximately

half of them are girls and women.

• In Wellesley, thousands of kids of all ages play soccer and over half

of them are girls (52% girls, 48% boys).

• Title IX worked brilliantly and resulted in increased participation in

youth sports by BOTH girls and boys.

Wellesley High School

Girls Soccer Team 1976

9/12/2019 25
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50 Years of Growth of Soccer
• In 1969, Wellesley had a total of four soccer team and soccer for boys only:

• A youth soccer team of 9th graders,

• A Wellesley Junior High School Soccer Team (Middle School); and

• WHS JV and Varsity Soccer Teams.

• During the 2018-2019 school year, Wellesley had:

• 2,060 girls and boys playing on 221 teams in the fall, and

• 1,829 girls and boys playing on 204 teams in the spring.

• The incredible growth of youth soccer is projected to continue for the fall and spring season with

additional demand during the winter months.

• In order to meet the demand for playing fields, Wellesley United Soccer Club pays $100,000-

$140,000 each year to rent field time and is still not able to satisfy its needs.

9/12/2019 26
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Growth of Field Hockey
• Field Hockey has been offered as a fall sport to Wellesley High School girls for generations as a fall sport. In the 

fall of 2018, 84 girls played on four WMS and WHS field hockey teams.

• Prior to 2014, the only fall sports available to in grades 1-4 girls was soccer. In contrast, Wellesley boys had the 

option to play soccer, flag football, football, and baseball.

• In the fall 2014, Wellesley Scoops Field Hockey Club (“Wellesley Scoops”) was started to provide another team 

sport option to younger girls.

• Wellesley Scoops has quick grown to 200 girls playing on 15 teams in the fall, and 100 girls playing on 9 teams in 

the spring and has the potential for future growth.

• Unfortunately, because of the shortage of playing fields, Wellesley Scoops has no field time in Wellesley and is 

required to rent fields from Wellesley College and Dana Hall for $300 an hour to meet its needs.

• The growth of the Wellesley Scoops field hockey program has been limited due to lack of field time. 

• The sport, which is ideally played on artificial turf, would benefit greatly from the Wellesley playing fields having a 

combination of artificial turf and lights and the additional field time that would create.
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Football/Flag Football
• Wellesley High School Football dates back to the very founding of Wellesley in 1881. The Annual 

Thanksgiving Day football game between Wellesley and Needham began on 1882 and is the oldest 

public high school rivalry in the country. 

• Although Wellesley Football is steeped in history, it is the smallest of the Wellesley sports program.

• In the fall of 2018, 108 boys played on four WMS/WHS football teams.

• In 2008, Wellesley Youth Football was founded.

• In the fall of 2018, 100 boys in 2nd-7th grade played on 5 Wellesley Youth Football teams.

• In addition to traditional football, over 200 boys in grade K-3 play flag football. 

• Flag football does not practice or play any of its games in Wellesley because of the lack of playing fields.

9/12/2019 28
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Growth of Lacrosse

• The Wellesley Youth Lacrosse Club was created in 1993.

• Lacrosse is the fasting growing sport in the United States and Wellesley. Wellesley Youth Lacrosse

has grown 370% in the last 20 years from 10 teams in 2000 to 47 team in 2019. Lacrosse is

projected to continue to experience rapid growth in Wellesley and across the U.S.

• During the 2018-2019 school year, Wellesley Youth Lacrosse had:

• 100 girls and boys playing on 4 teams in the fall, and

• 935 girls and boys playing on 47 teams in the spring.

• In spring 2019, Wellesley High School Lacrosse had 55 girls and 80 boys playing on six teams.

• In order to meet the demand for playing fields, Wellesley Youth Lacrosse pays approximately

$20,000 each year to rent fields at Wellesley College and Babson College and is still not able to

satisfy its needs.
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A survey of WMS, WHS, and all the youth sports clubs that play on rectangular fields (soccer, football, 

field hockey, and lacrosse) yielded the following results: 

• Field time is an issue for 100% of teams

• 99% of teams report a shortage of field time for practices and games

• 100% of teams are interested in practicing and playing games on fields with lights

• 94% of teams rent fields

• If there was more field time, 94% of the sports would offer additional programs

Playing Field Survey Results 
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96% of teams rent fields,

Annual costs of more than $150,000
Question: Do you rent fields? 

• WMS & WHS Sports: No

• Wellesley United Soccer Club: Yes, WUSC leases two fields at Elm Bank in the fall and spring for 

$40,000-$80,000 depending on field conditions. WUSC rents space at Boston Sports Club and Longwood 

for $60,000 and has a contract with Edge Sports Complex (900 Worcester St.) for $350 an hour.

• Wellesley Youth Football: No 

• Wellesley Scoops Field Hockey Club: Yes, field hockey does not get any  field time in Wellesley and is 

required to rent fields from Wellesley College and Dana Hall for $300 an hour to meet its needs.

• Wellesley Youth Lacrosse: Lacrosse spends approximately $20,000 renting fields at Wellesley College 

and Babson College. Lacrosse also rent indoor space for winter training and early spring. 
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Over 96% of the Towns Wellesley Competes 

Against in Sports Have Stadium Lights

329/12/2019

• Arlington High School YES

• Ashland High School YES

• Belmont High School YES

• Braintree High School YES

• Brookline High School YES

• Canton High School YES

• Cohasset High School YES

• Concord-Carlisle High School YES

• Dover-Sherborn High School YES

• Framingham High School YES

• Foxborough High School YES

• Lexington High School YES

• Hingham High School YES

• Lincoln-Sudbury High School YES

• Milton High School YES

• Medfield High School YES

• Natick High School YES

• Needham High School YES

• Newton North High School NO

• Newton South High School (Approved 2019) YES

• Pembroke High School YES

• Walpole High School YES

• Wayland High School YES

• Wellesley High School NO

• Westwood High School YES

• Weston High School YES

• Weymouth High School YES

• Winchester High School YES
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Which fields might benefit 
from the addition of lights?
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Key data considered

• Availability of artificial turf
• Given existing usage, most rectangular grass fields in town cannot take 

additional hours of use

• Given the prevalence of New England weather, grass fields are often out of 
service due to rain and snow

• Proximity to neighbors

• Available infrastructure

• Parking

• Existing electrical service

• Traffic Flow
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Sprague Synthetic Turf Fields

• Adding lights at the two synthetic turf fields at Sprague would increase 
the number of field hours available for use

• However, there are significant infrastructure issues with the site:
• Fields are very close to neighborhood residences

• Chronic traffic flow issues

• Limited parking

• Electrical capacity and conduit are not in place

• Conclusion: Lights at Sprague Field would add capacity, but given the 
site’s other issues, the Subcommittee didn’t recommend pursuing lights 
at the site
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North 40

• The PFTF’s 2014 Report recommended the creation of three new 
synthetic turf field with lights.

• The purchase of the North 40 offers Wellesley a unique opportunity to 
create significant additional field and other recreation capacity with 
ample infrastructure and limited potential impact on neighbors. 

• Conclusion: When the North 40 development planning is conducted, 
lights at any fields should be a part of the overall plan in order to 
maximize available capacity. However, for the purposes of this report, 
the North 40 is out of scope.
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Hunnewell Multipurpose

• This is the field area between the aqueduct and the WHS stadium

• It is a grass field with significant drainage issues, therefore adding use 
would be detrimental to the quality of the field. 

• Installing synthetic turf would require less maintenance, and increase 
the number of field hours available. 

• Conclusion: Installing a synthetic turf field at the Hunnewell
Multipurpose Field may help alleviate field capacity issues, but it 
exceeds the mandate of this Subcommittee which is focused on the 
merits of adding new lights and improving existing lights.
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Educational & Health 
Benefits
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Reduction in Missed Classes

• Adding lights at WHS Stadium will allow games to be played later and
will eliminate the need for early dismissals and the lost teaching and
learning associated with missing afternoon classes.

• WHS student athletes are often required to be dismissed early from
school in order to play games before it gets too dark.
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Fewer Cancellations and Enhanced Safety

• Fewer Cancellations: WHS sports teams routinely have to cancel games 
because of the poor condition of the grass fields after rain or snow and the 
need to preserve field integrity.  

• Enhanced Safety: Playing sports on poorly maintained fields or in poorly 
lighted conditions is unsafe for the players and increases the chance for 
injuries. 

• Installing lights at WHS Stadium would mitigate both of these problems. 
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Health Benefits of Later Start Times 

for WMS and WHS Students 
• The addition of lights at WHS Stadium would allow Wellesley Public Schools to explore the 

merits of later start times at WMS and WHS.

• The Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
recommend delaying start times for middle school and high schools help adolescents get the 
sleep they need to grow and learn.

• According to the CDC and AAP, adolescents who get enough sleep:

• have a reduced risk of being overweight or suffering depression; 

• are less likely to be involved in automobile accidents; 

• less likely to drink alcohol, smoke tobacco, or use drugs; 

• have better grades  and higher standardized test scores; 

• less likely to be injured playing sports; and 

• an overall better quality of life.

• Wellesley Public Schools cannot consider later start times because WMS and WHS student 
athletes need to get out of school as early as possible to play sports prior to it getting too dark. 
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Sporting Events at Night Help Building 

Community and Combat Social Isolation

• Social isolation and loneliness are serious public health risks. This is particularly 
true for teenagers and the elderly. 

• Sporting events at night at WHS Stadium would offer Wellesley residents of all 
ages the opportunity to engage with a wide circle of friends and acquaintances that 
can provide a sense of belonging and companionship.

• Students, their family members, and the broader community would all be welcome 
at night sporting events at WHS Stadium. 

• Wellesley residents age 60 or older have free admission to all sporting events at 
WHS Stadium, thereby creating an intergenerational gathering space for students, 
parents, and grandparents.
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Walkers & Runners

Lights at WHS Stadium would create a safe place for Wellesley 
residents to walk and run at night, particularly during the fall, 
winter, and early spring. 
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Recommendations regarding the purchase 
and installation of Lights at WHS Stadium
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LED Lights

• What specific fixtures would be recommended? 

• What ground-level improvements would be necessary to accommodate the lights?

• What cost? How would funding be secured?

• What permits and approvals would be needed?

• What would the financial impact of such improvements be? 
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Ground Level Improvements & Light Fixtures
Musco Pole at Babson                     Musco Lights at Babson 
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Wellesley Playing Fields 
Lights Report

November 8th, 2019 Draft
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Subcommittee Members

• Courtney Albin, Wellesley Public Schools

• Katie Griffith, NRC-Chair, PFTF

• Ellen Korpi, Department of Public Works

• Rob Lally, Neighbors

• Jim Miller, Co-Chair

• Jerry Nigro, PFTF

• Laurance Stuntz, Recreation, PFTF-Chair, Co-Chair

• Lisa Wesley, Wellesley Field Fund
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Mission
• The Natural Resources Commission (NRC) asked the Playing Fields Task Force 

(PFTF) to investigate the possibility of adding additional and improving existing 

lighting equipment at playing fields in Town.

• The PFTF has placed a high priority on this initiative, given its ability to allow for 

greater active play for Town residents – especially youth – and strengthen our sense 

of community at evening games and events.

• The PFTF will issue a report to the NRC and any other relevant stakeholders, 

which will include an actionable recommendation for the Commission to consider. 

• As such, the PFTF is appointing a Lights Subcommittee to act as fact-finders and 

investigators of potential paths forward. In regular consultation with the PFTF, the 

Subcommittee will draft a holistic report.
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Questions To Be Answered

• Scope: On which playing fields do the benefits of installing new lights or improving 

existing lighting outweigh the costs?

• Type of Lights: What light fixtures would be recommended? How many and where? 

• Improvement to the Fields: What ground-level improvements would be needed?

• Abutter Concerns: What are the abutters concerns? How can those concerns be mitigated?

• Financial Impacts and Fundraising: What are the costs? How would it be funded?

• Permits and Approvals: What permits and approvals would be needed?

• Terms of Use: What would the terms of use be? How would these terms be codified? How 

would they be enforced?
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Considerations

• Environmental Impacts, including

• Carbon emissions

• Dark Sky Compliance, utilizing external expertise via consultant 
Bob Parks

• Sound

• Intensity of use and maintenance of fields

• Traffic

• Concerns of abutters
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Summary of Needs
• Enormous Growth in Recreational Sports Teams 

• 26% since 2014, 3,700% since 1969. In 2019 there are 253 fall teams and 270 spring teams

• Only includes public school and no-cut recreational town teams, not for-profit club teams

• Unmet Need

• Many high school students stop playing after not making the highly competitive High School 
teams but express a desire to continue at a recreational level

• Based on number of teams, Wellesley is 8-12 fields short

• Because of this shortage, there are very few recreational / no-cut programs for high school 
aged kids offered for rectangular field sports in town 

• Significant Cost to Wellesley residents

• Wellesley youth programs spend more than $150,000 per year renting field space

• Wellesley is one of very few towns in Massachusetts that cannot bring the community together 
outside on fields under lights for high school sports

611/8/2019
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Summary of Needs - Details

• 3,700% Growth in Number of Sports Teams: Since 1969, the 

number of soccer, football, field hockey, and lacrosse teams using 

rectangular playing fields in Wellesley has increased by 3,700%, 

from 14 teams in 1969 to 523 teams in 2019 (253 teams in the fall 

and 270 in the spring), without any increase in the total number of 

available playing fields.

• 26% Growth in Last Five Years: Since 2014, the number of 

teams has increased by 26% and all youth programs anticipate 

substantial future growth.

711/8/2019
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Summary of Needs (details continued)

Inclusive Wellesley Youth Sports Drive Field Demand

• Wellesley youth sports are no-cut recreational programs that provide 
equal access to both boys and girls regardless of their athletic ability. 

• If a boy or girl in elementary or middle school wants to play a sport they 
are offered a place on a team without the fear of being cut. 

• This has resulted in 5,009 children playing on various recreational youth 
soccer, field hockey, football, and lacrosse teams. 

• This demand means that youth recreational teams have a hard time 
finding fields to practice.

• Inclusion is a core value of the town and is the primary driver of the 
growth of Wellesley youth sports and increased field demand.

811/8/2019
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Summary of Needs (details continued)

Need for Recreational Sports for WHS Students

• WHS sports teams are highly competitive and it is difficult to make the 

teams because there are only 411 roster spots on the eighteen WHS 

soccer, field hockey, football, and lacrosse teams. 

• Hundreds of high school students who played sports in elementary and 

middle school no longer play recreational sports because that option is 

currently not available. 

• The addition of lights at WHS Stadium could give high school students 

the opportunity to continue playing recreational sports past middle 

school.

911/8/2019
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Summary of Needs (details continued)

• Wellesley is 8-12 fields short of need indicated by our demand: 

• Wellesley has 15 rectangular fields and 253 teams in the fall and 12 fields and 270 teams in the spring. 

• The recommended number of fields to accommodate this many teams is 20-24.1

• Over $150,000 Spent Renting Fields Each Year: 

• Wellesley’s recreational, non-profit, no-cut youth sports teams spend more than $150,0002 per year to 

rent field space because there is not enough available space on town-owned fields.

• Community Building: 

• No lights at WHS Stadium limits the ability for community building nighttime events, impacts WHS’s 

ability to host playoff games, and causes students to miss classes in certain instances.

• Traffic:

• Lack of lights at WHS Stadium leads to lots of cross-town traffic from the high school to Sprague, 

exacerbating post-school traffic issues.

1011/8/2019

1 The U.S. Soccer Federation recommends 20-24 fields to accommodate Wellesley’s 253 teams in the fall and 270 teams in the spring.
2 Based on a survey of Wellesley youth programs undertaking in the summer of 2019
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Review of Existing Fields
At the start of the project, the Subcommittee did a comprehensive review of all the 
playing fields in Wellesley and reached the following preliminary conclusions: 

• Shortage of rectangular fields: Soccer, football, field hockey, and lacrosse play on 
rectangular fields. Wellesley has an acute shortage of rectangular fields with only 15 
fields available in the fall for 253 team and 12 fields in the spring for 523 teams. 

• Adding lights to grass fields does not significantly increase capacity: Grass 
fields are often closed due to rain and snow, particularly in the spring. Additionally, 
Wellesley grass fields are already stressed from overuse during daylight hours.

• Artificial turf can be used when wet and does not have the overuse concerns 
associated with grass: The Subcommittee focused its investigation on the merits 
of adding lights to the artificial turf fields at WHS Stadium and Sprague Field where 
usage can be maximized. 

1111/8/2019
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Review of Existing Fields: Sprague Turf Fields

In 2008, two artificial turf fields were installed at Sprague Fields. 

• Advantages of Adding Lights to Sprague

• Two turf fields that are highly sought after and are the backbone of youth sports  

• Lighting both would add available playing time of 580 hours in the fall (123% increase)    

and 300 hours in the spring (40% increase).

• Disadvantages of Adding Lights to Sprague
• No stadium or seating for fans and no public restroom facilities

• No Track 

• Limited Parking, Traffic Flow Issues

• No existing electrical capacity or conduits, making a potential lights project more expensive

1211/8/2019
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Review of Existing Fields: WHS Stadium Field

In 2016, Wellesley renovated its 1938 Stadium

• Advantages of Adding Lights to WHS Stadium

• New artificial turf field (2016), state of the art track, stadium seating for 2,300

• 318 parking spots available for spectators and participants at WHS

• Location across the street from WHS allows students to safely walk to practices 

and games, reducing traffic across town to Sprague

• Electrical capacity and conduits are already in place, making this the least 

expensive field to addition of lights

• Disadvantages of Adding Lights to WHS Stadium

• Abutters concerns about potential noise, traffic, light spillage and glare

• See the Abutter Concerns section for more detailed concerns

1311/8/2019
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Abutter Concerns

• The Subcommittee solicited the input of abutters to Hunnewell Fields and WHS 

Stadium, invited them to PFTF meetings, Light Subcommittee meetings, provided 

them working drafts of the Lights Reports, and have conducted three public 

meetings to hear their concerns.

• Abutters who are both for and against adding lights to WHS Stadium attended the 

public meetings.

• Concerns include:

• Potential for Increased Noise

• Potential for Increased Traffic

• Light Spillage and Glare

• Additional lights at Hunnewell Fields after lights are installed at WHS Stadium

1411/8/2019
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Abutter Concerns: Noise
In order to mitigate the impact of noise from the WHS Stadium, the NRC and WHS Athletic Department, with

support from the Playing Fields Task Force and Stadium user groups have the following procedures in place already:

• On May 10, 2018, NRC instituted a sound policy 1 to govern the use of sound at WHS Stadium in response to

the installation of a permanent sound system at the Stadium.

• The permanent sound system faces away from Smith Street and the speakers were designed and installed at an

angulation that directs the sound to its intended audience in the Stadium and the sound is not allowed to

exceed 85 decibels at the property line.

• The sound system policy has been in place since the start of the 2018-2019 school year. It is allowed to be used

for games but not practices and is controlled and tightly monitored by WHS. WHS Athletics Department

drives a golf cart around the property line of the Stadium during each event to measure the sound level at the

property line.

• WHS Athletics ensures that the maximum volume does not exceed the agreed upon 85 decibels.

• WHS Athletics staff are on-site during Stadium events and can be appealed to in real time if the sound level is

too high. Until the start of this Subcommittee’s process, no complaints were lodged with staff or the NRC.

• Any sound system shall only be used from 9 am to 7 pm, unless by special permit from the NRC.

1511/8/2019

1 WHS Stadium Track and Field Sound System Policy

https://www.wellesleyma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10461/Sound-System-Use-Policy-for-Hunnewell-Track-and-Field-Facility2018FINAL
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Abutter Concerns: Noise (continued)

• During the 2018-19 school year, there were 102 sports

competitions held at the WHS Stadium including youth and high

school

• During the 2018-2019 school year, there were four regular season

home football games and two post-season games, average duration

2 hours, 15 minutes.

• The installation of lights at WHS Stadium would not increase the

number of WHS home football games.

• However, several abutters expressed concern about the increased

potential for nightly evening noise, particularly through the use of

the Stadium sound system, on weeknights, and after the bedtimes

of small children.

1611/8/2019

To date, abutter complaints about noise have been confined to the play-by-play at WHS Varsity Football

Games, which are generally held on Saturday afternoons. Team Existing Use of Sound System

Boys Varsity Soccer Games 30 minute warm-up music

Girls Varsity Soccer Games 30 minute warm-up music

Varsity Football Games Warm-up and game play-by-play 

Varsity Field Hockey Games 30 minute warm-up music

Boys Varsity Lacrosse Games 30 minute warm-up music

Girls Varsity Lacrosse Games 30 minute warm-up music

Youth Football Games Warm-up and game play-by-play 

Youth Lacrosse Games 10 minute warm-up music

Track & Field Race and Event Announcements

Practices None

All Team Playoff Games Announcements
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Abutter Concerns: Noise (continued)

• Additional Recommendations to Mitigate Noise

• The NRC should establish and communicate to abutters a process for recording 

and submitting a complaint about possible violations of the Sound Policy.

• NOTE: NRC is already in the process of updating the Sound Policy

1711/8/2019
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Abutter Concerns: Traffic
Concern: Some abutters are concerned about increased traffic associated with adding lights at WHS 

Stadium. 

Wellesley’s Police Department (WPD) supports lights at WHS Stadium and offers the following reasons 

that abutters concerns are misplaced: 

• Night practices and games, other than varsity football games, should not impact traffic for most 

night uses around WHS and the Stadium.

• WHS has had night games in the past with portable lights and WPD successfully managed the 

traffic. If night varsity football games became a regular event, WPD’s traffic plan will be in effect 

and even improved given the regularity of the event. Night games would also eliminate traffic issues 

associated with games on Saturday afternoons.

• WHS has 318 parking spaces adjacent to WHS Stadium.

Recommendation to Mitigate Traffic Concerns: Ensure that permits issued for usage of WHS 
Stadium be coordinated with WPD to ensure that a traffic plan is in place.

1811/8/2019
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Letter from Wellesley Police Chief

11/8/2019 19
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Abutter Concerns: Light Spillage and Glare
Concerns:

• Abutters to the lights at Reidy, Hunnewell and the Tennis Courts have registered concern with the 

existing lights due to their spillage, glare, and impact on the night sky.

• Anecdotally we heard reports that the existing lights are sometimes on at times that the fields do 

not appear to be in use.

Recommendations to Mitigate Light Spillage and Glare:

• Replace the existing halogen lights with energy efficient, environmentally friendly LED lights. This 

would reduce light spillage and glare by 50% or more. 

• Install new energy efficient, environmentally friendly LED lights at WHS Stadium that have 

virtually zero spillage and glare and can be certified as Dark Sky-compliant.  

• Continue working with lighting consultant Bob Parks on the design of replacement and new lights 

to minimize spillage and glare.

• Implement procedures to minimize inadvertent lighting when the fields are not in use. New lights 

will have remote management capabilities to make this easier.

2011/8/2019
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Abutter Concerns: Additional lights at Hunnewell 
Fields after lights are installed at WHS Stadium

Concern:

• Some abutters are concerned that the addition of lights at WHS Stadium will 

eventually leads to lights being installed at Lee Field and the other Hunnewell Fields. 

Comments relative to the Additional Lights Concern:

• Based on the data we collected during this process, this Subcommittee believes that 

adding lights to other parts of the Hunnewell Fields is not warranted based on the 

advantages of lighting turf v. grass.

• We also believe that even after adding lights at the WHS Stadium, there is a need for 

additional rectangular field space in town and that any future expansion project 

should focus on developing lighted turf fields outside of the Hunnewell Fields 

complex to maximize their utility.

2111/8/2019
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Lights Subcommittee
Recommendations 

and Expected Benefits

2211/8/2019
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Recommendations

Lights

• Replace existing halogen lights at Reidy Field, Hunnewell Multipurpose Field, and 
Tennis Courts with energy efficient, environmentally friendly LED lights.

• Install energy efficient, environmentally friendly LED lights at WHS Stadium.

• The groups using Reidy Field, Hunnewell Multipurpose Field, and WHS Stadium 
should pay the electrical costs of lighting the fields based on the time the fields are 
used by them.

• All playing fields lights should be placed on Wellesley Municipal Light Plant’s 100% 
Renewable Energy Program, thereby eliminating the carbon emissions associated 
with lighting the playing fields.

2311/8/2019
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Sample Installation – Weston HS

2411/8/2019
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Recommendations (continued)

Usage

• Reserve lighted field capacity at WHS Stadium for use by WHS, WMS, 
Wellesley youth sports programs, and other Wellesley-based groups.

• The lights should only be used with permit from the PFTF, and should 
follow the pattern in the Hunnewell Complex with normal play ending by 
9:30 pm. 

• The NRC, working with PFTF, should develop procedures to minimize the 
time the lights are on without being used.

• The NRC should hold a hearing a year after the lights are installed to review 
usage and stakeholder (user groups and abutters) experience

2511/8/2019
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Prospective Lights Usage

Recommended parameters:

• Generally (subject to WHS Athletic Department scheduling constraints), two 

night games per high school varsity team, with the exception of football

• No more than 25 total WHS night games per year

• When the fields are used for practice or youth games, light level should be 

dimmed to a safe level for youth sports (generally to 30 ft candles) and the 

sound system should not be used

2611/8/2019
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Sample WHS Stadium Use with Lights1

2711/8/2019

Team Regular Season Playoffs Total Nights Use of Sound System %

Girls Varsity Field Hockey  Games 1 1 2 30 minute warm-up music 2%

Boys Varsity Football Games 4 2 6 Warm-up and game play-by-play 6%

Boys Varsity Soccer Games 1 1 2 30 minute warm-up music 2%

Girls Varsity Soccer Games 1 1 2 30 minute warm-up music 2%

Boys Varsity Lacrosse Games 1 1 2 30 minute warm-up music 2%

Girls Varsity Lacrosse Games 1 1 2 30 minute warm-up music 2%

Practices/Youth 65 20 85 No sound system use 84%

Total 74 27 101 100%

1 Based on WHS Athletic Department projections for the WHS Stadium schedule with lights. In November it is dark by 4 p.m. Soccer and field hockey games that start at 4 p.m. would 

played under the lights and are being counted as night games even though they would be finished before 6 p.m. 
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Expected Environmental Benefits

• Environmentally Friendly LED Lights: New LED lights can be Dark Sky 

Certified, dimmed, have reduced light spillage and glare, and can be controlled 

remotely from a smartphone, laptop or computer.

• 50-80% reduction in energy usage for existing lights: Replacing existing lights 

with energy efficient, environmentally friendly LED lights will reduce the amount 

of energy used to light the fields by 50%-80%. 

• Net Zero Carbon Emissions: WMLP has a 100% Renewable Energy Program. 

Choosing this option would eliminate the carbon emissions associated with lighting 

Wellesley’s playing fields in favor of 100% renewable energy. This would help 

Wellesley meet its goal of reducing town-wide greenhouse gas emissions 25% 

below 2007 levels by the year 2020 and serve as an example to Wellesley residents 

and businesses to join the 100% Renewable Energy Program.

2811/8/2019
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Reduced Electrical Usage
• New LED lights are 50% to 80% more efficient than the existing lights at Hunnewell 

Multipurpose, Reidy Field, and the tennis courts. 

• Because of this increased efficiency and the ability to dim the new lights for practice 

conditions, we expect that even with the addition of lights at the Stadium, the total 

electricity consumed will be less than is currently used.

• In order to ensure that there are no 

carbon emissions associated with lights, 

the Subcommittee recommends putting

all Hunnewell Complex lights on the 

WMLP’s 100% Renewable Energy

Program

2911/8/2019

Playing Field
Existing kW 

Light Load

Proposed LED 

kW Light Load1

Percentage    

of Savings

Multipurpose 64.00 12.60-31.51 51%-80%

Tennis Courts 42.80 7.49-18.72 56%-83%

Reidy 28.15 7.83-19.57 30%-72%

WHS Stadium 0 23.34-58.36 -

Total 134.95 51.26-128.16 5%-62%

1 The kW light load has a range rather than a static number because  the proposed LED lights have dimming capabilities that enable lower levels of illumination for practices than during games. 
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Benefits of Increased Capacity in the Fall

In the Fall, lights at WHS Stadium would have the following benefits in 

terms of increased capacity: 

• Net increase in available playing time of 290 hours.

• Increase in Monday-Friday after school playing time of 123%.

• In November, the increase in after school playing time jumps to 

323%.

• Lights would enable WHS to host playoff games without student 

athletes missing classes because they have to leave school early to 

play games before it gets dark. 

3011/8/2019
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Benefits of Increased Capacity in the Spring

In the spring, lights at WHS Stadium would have the following benefits in terms of 

increased capacity: 

• Net increase in playing time of 152 hours.

• Increase in Monday-Friday after school playing time of 40%.

• Enable WHS lacrosse, softball, and baseball to hold their tryouts in WHS 

Stadium rather than at night in the WHS gym. 

• Additional access to a turf field would reduce the need to cancel practices and 

reschedule games due to inclement weather. In the spring 2019, Wellesley youth 

soccer had to cancel and reschedule 131 games because of poor field conditions 

of grass fields due to inclement weather.

3111/8/2019
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Community and Educational Benefits

• Ability to hold night sporting events with easier attendance for families.

• Reduced impact on student athletes missing classes due to early dismissal 

for home playoff games.

• Improved traffic flow, particularly in the heavy post-school traffic period, 

with some games shifted from Sprague to WHS.

• Sporting Events at night can help build a sense of community and combat 

social isolation.

• Lights will create a safe place for residents to walk and run in the evening.

3211/8/2019
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Benefits for WHS, WMS and Youth Sports

• WHS & WMS Sports Teams: Lights at WHS Stadium would create much 

needed field time for 24 WHS sports teams and six WMS sports to practice 

and host games in the Stadium: 8 soccer, 4 football, 5 field hockey, 6 

lacrosse, and 7 track and field teams. 

• Youth Sports Under the Lights: Lights at the Stadium could enable youth 

sports teams to potentially play under the lights, similar to how Little League 

Baseball and Softball teams play one game under the lights at Reidy Field and 

Hunnewell Multipurpose Field.  

3311/8/2019
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Approvals and Permitting

• NRC: The land is owned by the Natural Resources Commission, which 
will determine the path forward.

• Electrical Permits: Only permitting required would be electrical permits 
for the lights installation.

• Funding

• In terms of replacing existing lights, we are exploring the possibility of 
applying for Green Communities Grant funding, plus private, town, 
and CPC.

• New LED lights at WHS Stadium would be funded through private 
donations by the Wellesley Field Fund.

• Operating costs for the lighted fields would be funded by field users.

3411/8/2019
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Financial Analysis – Replacement Lights

3511/8/2019

Costs:

• Estimated costs of new LED lights on existing poles at Reidy Field, Hunnewell 

Multipurpose, and Tennis Courts:  

• Reidy Field: $80,000-$90,000

• Hunnewell Multipurpose: $125,000-$135,000

• Tennis Courts: $85,000-90,000

• Total: $290,000-$320,000

• Total costs, including labor: $377,000-$407,000

Funding:

• Town, CPC, private, and possibly a Green Communities Grant
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Financial Analysis – WHS Stadium Lights

3611/8/2019

Costs:

• Estimated costs of new LED lights and poles:   $305,000-$315,000 

• Total costs, including labor: ~$400,000

Installation Funding – to be privately raised

• Funds already raised by the Wellesley Field Fund: ~$221,800

• Additional fundraising needs: ~$180,000

Operating Costs

• Field usage fees to be designed to pay for the cost of operating lights, 
same model as for Reidy, Hunnewell, and the tennis courts.
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Process Timeline

• Initial Charge from PFTF – May 2019 

• Initial Meeting with Stadium Abutters – July 2019

• Draft Review at Playing Fields Task Force – September 13, 2019

• Second Meeting with Stadium Abutters – October 1, 2019

• PFTF Review and Discussion of Sound Policy – October 11, 2019

• Third Meeting with Stadium Abutters – October 21, 2019

• Lights Subcommittee Report Review – October 25, 2019

• Next Steps

• PFTF Report Review – November 8, 2019

• NRC Report Review and Public Meeting - TBD

3711/8/2019
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Background Details and
Key Historical Findings (1969-2019)

11/8/2019 38



DRAFT FOR REVIEW

Highest Participation and 
Winningest Sports Program in MA

• Wellesley’s residents believe that youth sports play an 
important role in the life of the town and in the growth 
and development of our students. 

• According to MIAA, Wellesley has had the highest 
participation of any sports program in Massachusetts 
five of the last six years. 

• Wellesley has won the Boston Globe Award for the 
highest winning percentage of any sports program in 
Massachusetts four of the last six years and came in 
second the other two years.

3911/8/2019
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3,700% Growth in the Number of Teams

• In 1969, Wellesley had 14 youth and high school sports teams that

played on rectangular playing fields (8 in the fall, 6 in the spring). The

sports that play on rectangular fields are soccer, football, field hockey,

and lacrosse.

• In 2019, Wellesley has 523 youth and high school sports teams that

played on rectangular playing fields (253 in the fall, 270 in the spring).

• In the last five years, Wellesley has experienced a 26% increase in the

number of teams that play on rectangular fields and the youth sports

clubs anticipate similar growth for the foreseeable future.

4011/8/2019
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No Growth in the Number 

of Rectangular Playing Fields
• In the last 50 years, Wellesley has not added any rectangular playing fields to

accommodate the more than 3,700% growth in the number of sports teams

that play on rectangular fields (soccer, football, field hockey, and lacrosse).

In 1969, there were 15 rectangular fields available in the fall and 12 in

spring, the exact same as there are today.

• The United States Soccer Federation, recommends between 20-24 fields to

accommodate Wellesley’s 253 teams in the fall and 270 in the spring.

• Wellesley is 8-12 fields short of what is recommended. A combination of

artificial turf and lights would reduce the number of fields Wellesley needs

to add in order to support its sports teams.

4111/8/2019
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• In the last 50 years, Wellesley has not added any rectangular 

playing fields to accommodate the more than 3,700% growth 

in the number of sports teams that play on rectangular fields 

(14 team in 1969, 523 team in 2019). 

• In 1969, there were 15 rectangular fields available in the fall 

and 12 in spring, the exact same as there are today. 

• The United States Soccer Federation, recommends between 

20-24 fields to accommodate Wellesley’s 253 teams in the 

fall and 270 in the spring.

• Wellesley is 8-12 fields short of what is recommended, not 

accounting for future growth. 

• A combination of artificial turf and lights would reduce the 

number of fields Wellesley needs to add in order to support 

its sports teams.

Field Owner Field Type Surface Lights Availability

WHS Stadium NRC Rectangular Turf No Fall & Spring

Sprague Field 2 SC Rectangular Turf No Fall & Spring

Sprague Field 3 SC Rectangular Turf No Fall & Spring

Upham Lower Field SC Rectangular Grass No Fall & Spring

Hunnewell Park Field (3) NRC Rectangular Grass No Fall & Spring

Perrin Park NRC Rectangular Grass No Fall & Spring

Hardy Field 2 SC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Schofield School Field SC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Sprague Field 1 SC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Sprague Field 4 SC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Hunnewell Park Fields (1) NRC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Hunnewell Park Fields (2) NRC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Kelly Field 1 (Bates School) NRC Multipurpose Grass No Fall Only

Kelly Field 2 (Bates School) NRC Multipurpose Grass No Fall Only

Hunnewell Multipurpose NRC Multipurpose Grass Yes Fall Only

No New Rectangular Fields in Over 50 Years

4211/8/2019
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50 Years of Growth of Youth Sports
Over the last 50 years, there have been four nationwide changes that have lead to dramatic increases in

the level of participation in youth and high school sports in Wellesley and across the country:

• Increased Participation at Younger Ages and All Skill Levels: Starting in the late 1960s and

continue to today, there has been a dramatic increase in the number of children playing youth

sports, with the opportunity to participate available to all age and skill levels (K-12).

• Title IX: In 1972, Congress passed Title IX, a federal civil rights law that requires educational

institutions that receive federal funding to provide equal opportunities to participate in sports,

regardless of gender. Title IX has been a public policy triumph that has led to exponential growth

in the number of girls participating in youth and high school sports.

• Meteoric Growth of Soccer: Soccer has led the way in terms of the growth of youth sports. In

1967 there were only 100,000 people playing soccer in the U.S. Today over 24.4 million Americans

play soccer and approximately half of them are girls and women.

• Explosion in Popularity of Lacrosse: Lacrosse is the fastest growing sport in the U.S. and since

its founding in 1993, Wellesley Youth Lacrosse has grown to almost 1,000 Wellesley youth playing

in 2019.

4311/8/2019
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• The Wellesley boys faced Framingham in the BAYS

Championships on a hot June day at Sprague Fields.

The game was tied 0-0 at the end of regulation and

went into quadruple overtime until Rick Copland

scored the winning goal for Wellesley on a cross

from David Himmelberger.

• Wellesley being crowned BAYS champions in the

league's inaugural season was an auspicious start for

a soccer program that has grown to be the largest

and winningest program in Massachusetts.

Wellesley United Soccer Club 

BAYS Champions, Spring 1969

1969: Birth of Wellesley Youth Soccer

• In the spring of 1969, Boston Area Youth Soccer (BAYS) was created for boys.

• That same year, Wellesley United Soccer Club (WUSC) was created and a single

team of 9th grade boys joined the newly former BAYS league.

4411/8/2019
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• Two years later, WHS began offering girls soccer.

• In 2019, over 24.4 million Americans play soccer and

approximately half of them are girls and women.

• In Wellesley, thousands of kids of all ages play soccer

and over half of them are girls (52% girls, 48% boys).

• Title IX worked brilliantly and resulted in increased

participation in youth sports by BOTH girls and boys.

Wellesley High School

Girls Soccer Team 1976

Title IX and the Growth of Soccer
• In 1972, Congress passed Title IX, and girls were finally given an equal

opportunity to participate in sports. The year Title IX became law, there were

only 400 girls playing high school soccer in the entire country and no girls in

Wellesley played soccer.

• In 1974, BAYS and Wellesley began offering soccer to girls and over

230 Wellesley girls signed up to play in that first season.

4511/8/2019
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50 Years of Growth of Soccer
• In 1969, Wellesley had a total of four soccer teams and soccer was for boys only:

• A youth soccer team of 9th graders;

• A Wellesley Junior High School Soccer Team (Middle School); and

• WHS JV and Varsity Soccer Teams.

• During the 2018-2019 school year, Wellesley youth had:

• 2,060 girls and boys playing on 221 teams in the fall, and

• 1,829 girls and boys playing on 204 teams in the spring.

• The incredible growth of youth soccer is projected to continue for the fall and

spring seasons, with additional demand during the winter months.

• In order to meet the demand for playing fields, Wellesley United Soccer Club pays

$100,000-$140,000 each year to rent field time and is still not able to satisfy its

needs.

4611/8/2019
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Growth of Field Hockey
• Field Hockey has been offered as a fall sport to WHS girls for generations. In the fall of 2019, 95 girls 

played on two WMS and three WHS field hockey teams.

• Prior to 2014, the only fall sports available to girls in grades 1-4 was soccer. In contrast, Wellesley 

boys had the option to play soccer, flag football, football, and baseball.

• In the fall 2014, Wellesley Scoops Field Hockey Club (“Wellesley Scoops”) was started to provide 

another team sport option to younger girls.

• Wellesley Scoops has quickly grown to 200 girls playing on 15 teams in the fall, and 100 girls playing 

on 9 teams in the spring and has the potential for future growth.

• Unfortunately, because of the shortage of playing fields, Wellesley Scoops has no field time in 

Wellesley and is required to rent fields from Wellesley College and Dana Hall for $300 an hour to 

meet its needs.

• The growth of the Wellesley Scoops field hockey program has been limited due to lack of field time. 

• The sport, which is ideally played on artificial turf, would benefit greatly from the Wellesley playing 

fields having a combination of artificial turf and lights and the additional field time that would create.
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Growth of Football/Flag Football

• Wellesley High School Football dates back to the very founding of Wellesley in 
1881. The Annual Thanksgiving Day football game between Wellesley and 
Needham began on 1882 and is the oldest public high school rivalry in the 
country. 

• In the fall of 2019, 102 boys played on one WMS and three WHS football teams.

• In 2008, Wellesley Youth Football was founded.

• In 2018, 100 boys in grades 2-7 played on five Wellesley Youth Football teams.

• In addition to traditional football, over 200 kids in grades K-3 play flag football. 
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Growth of Lacrosse
• The Wellesley Youth Lacrosse Club was created in 1993.

• Lacrosse is the fastest growing sport in the United States and Wellesley. Wellesley

Youth Lacrosse has grown 370% in the last 20 years from 10 teams in 2000 to 47

teams in 2019. Lacrosse is projected to continue to experience rapid growth in

Wellesley and across the U.S.

• During the 2018-2019 school year, Wellesley Youth Lacrosse had:

• 100 girls and boys playing on 4 teams in the fall, and

• 935 girls and boys playing on 47 teams in the spring.

• In spring 2019, 59 girls and 53 boys played on three WHS lacrosse teams for each

gender.

• In order to meet the demand for playing fields, Wellesley Youth Lacrosse pays

approximately $20,000 each year to rent fields at Wellesley College and Babson

College and is still not able to satisfy its needs.
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Vast Majority of Towns Wellesley Competes 

Against in Sports Have Stadium Lights

5011/8/2019

• Arlington High School YES

• Ashland High School YES

• Belmont High School YES

• Braintree High School YES

• Brookline High School Football Only

• Canton High School YES

• Cohasset High School YES

• Concord-Carlisle High School YES

• Dover-Sherborn High School YES

• Framingham High School YES

• Foxborough High School YES

• Lexington High School YES

• Hingham High School YES

• Lincoln-Sudbury High School YES

• Milton High School YES

• Medfield High School YES

• Natick High School YES

• Needham High School YES

• Newton North High School NO

• Newton South High School (Approved 2019) YES

• Pembroke High School YES

• Walpole High School YES

• Wayland High School YES

• Wellesley High School NO

• Westwood High School YES

• Weston High School YES

• Weymouth High School YES

• Winchester High School YES
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Playing Field Survey Results

A survey of WMS, WHS, and all the recreational youth sports organizations in 

Wellesley that play on rectangular fields (soccer, football, field hockey, and lacrosse) 

yielded the following results: 

• Field time is an issue for 100% of teams.

• 99% of teams report a shortage of field time for practices and games.

• 100% of teams are interested in practicing and playing games on fields with lights.

• 94% of teams rent fields.

• If there was more field time, 94% of the sports would offer additional programs.

5111/8/2019



DRAFT FOR REVIEW

94% of teams rent fields

Question: Do you rent outside fields

• WMS & WHS Sports: No

• Wellesley United Soccer Club: Yes, WUSC leases two fields at Elm Bank in the fall and 

spring for $40,000-$80,000 depending on field conditions. WUSC rents space at Boston 

Sports Club and Longwood for $60,000 and has a contract with Edge Sports Complex 

(900 Worcester Street) for $350 an hour.

• Wellesley Youth Football: No 

• Wellesley Scoops Field Hockey Club: Yes, field hockey does not get any field time in 

Wellesley and is required to rent fields from Wellesley College and Dana Hall for $300 an 

hour to meet its needs.

• Wellesley Youth Lacrosse: Lacrosse spends approximately $20,000 renting fields at 

Wellesley College and Babson College. Lacrosse also rents indoor space for winter training 

and early spring.

5211/8/2019

Annual costs of more than $150,000
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Reduced Field Rental Costs

• It will cost between $8-$20 an hour to light WHS Stadium vs. 

$350 an hour to rent a lighted field.

• Installing lights at WHS Stadium would result in a net increase in playing 

field time of 442 hours a year (290 hours in the fall, 152 hours in the 

Spring).

• Moving practices from rented lit fields to the Stadium would save 

Wellesley youth sports programs significant money

5311/8/2019
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Reduction in Missed Classes

• Late in the season, particularly during playoffs, WHS student 
athletes are often required to be dismissed early from school 
in order to play games before it gets too dark. 

• Adding lights will eliminate the need for these early dismissals 
and the lost teaching and learning associated with missing 
afternoon classes.
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Fewer Cancellations / Shortened Games

• WHS sports teams routinely have to cancel games because of 
the poor condition of the grass fields after rain or snow and 
the need to preserve field integrity.  Lights would expand 
capacity on the stadium turf field, reducing cancellations.

• In late October, JV field hockey games are only 20-35 minutes 
in length as it gets too dark to play. Lights would allow the 
games to last the full 60 minutes.
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Sporting Events at Night Help Build 
Community and Combat Social Isolation

• Social isolation and loneliness are serious public health risks. This is 
particularly true for teenagers and the elderly. 

• Sporting events at night at WHS Stadium would offer Wellesley 
residents of all ages the opportunity to engage with a wide circle of 
friends and acquaintances that can provide a sense of belonging and 
companionship.

• Students, their family members, and the broader community would all 
be welcome at night sporting events at WHS Stadium. 

5711/8/2019



DRAFT FOR REVIEW

Why WHS Stadium?
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WHS Stadium is at the hub of town life

5911/8/2019

• WHS Stadium was built in 1938 and has played an important role 

in the life of the town for generations

• Centrally located and largest gathering space in Wellesley

• Located across the street from WHS for easy access by students 

• The only place large enough to hold the entire WHS student body 

• Hosts WHS graduation, Wellesley Wonderful Weekend, St. John-

St. Paul Annual Communal Mass, charity events, etc.
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WHS Stadium is newly renovated

6011/8/2019

• New synthetic turf field and track (October 2016)

• Stadium seating capacity of 2,300 spectators 

• 318 parking spaces (far more than any other field)

• Part of the Hunnewell Field Complex that already has lights at 

Reidy Field, Hunnewell Multipurpose Field, Tennis Courts, and 

Basketball Courts

• Electrical capacity and conduits are already in place, making this the 

least expensive field to add lights
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Proposed Ground Level Improvements 
& Light Fixtures

6111/8/2019

Four poles, minimal footprint LED Programmable Lights
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Town of Wellesley 
 

Playing Fields Policy  
 
 
 
Purpose: This policy is intended to be the framework for managing the priority and usage 

of active playing fields in the Town of Wellesley.  Excepting the Fee Structure 
contained herein, which is set by the Playing Fields Task Force (“PFTF”), this 
policy has been approved by the Board of Selectmen, Board of Public Works, 
Natural Resources Commission, School Committee, and the Recreation 
Commission.  The policy is administered by the Recreation Department under the 
guidance of the PFTF. 

  
History: In 1997, the Natural Resources Commission established the PFTF.  The PFTF 

consists of representatives from the major user groups (Youth Baseball/Softball, 
Youth Soccer, Youth Lacrosse, Youth Football, Youth Field Hockey, Adult 
Softball) and landowners (Recreation Commission, Natural Resources 
Commission, Board of Selectmen, School Committee, and Board of Public 
Works) as well as a citizen at-large.  The purpose of this Task Force is to identify 
strategies for field maintenance (including methods for funding) and to work 
together to identify ways to meet field use demands while recognizing scarce 
resources.  The PFTF generally meets monthly.  In 2004, the Recreation 
Commission took over sponsorship of the PFTF.  Voting privileges are limited to 
the elected officials from the five responsible boards and one representative each 
from the major user groups, as well as the citizen at-large, consistent with the 
PFTF Charter.  Staff from the five boards may vote when acting with appropriate 
board member proxy power. 

 
Playing Field and Track Permits: 
 
 Organized or regular use of the Town’s track or playing fields by groups shall 

require a permit.  Regular meetings of a group or individuals are considered 
organized use and similarly require a permit.  If any such group does not have a 
permit and there are residents who want to use the High School track or any fields 
for recreational use, then the residents shall have priority to use the track or fields. 

 
Use of the High School track or active playing fields requires a permit from the 
Recreation Department.  Use of passive land and Town-wide special events 
requires a permit from the Natural Resources Commission. 

 
 Requests for permits by the Youth Leagues (Soccer, Baseball/Softball, Lacrosse, 

Football, Field Hockey) will be done on a seasonal basis and must be made by the 
following dates: 

   April 1 – Spring 
   June 1 – Summer 
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   August 1 – Fall 
  

It is expected that the representatives from each league will meet with each other 
and coordinate with the School Department Athletic Director, to agree on field 
use availability and needs prior to submitting permit requests to the Recreation 
Director.  The Youth Leagues will work together to submit a master schedule to 
the Recreation Department.  In the event that disputes cannot be resolved, the 
Recreation Director will be responsible for making a final decision.  Blanket 
seasonal permits are issued to the Youth Leagues for both practice times and 
game times.  Coaches are not assigned to specific practice times.  Permits are not 
transferable and are only valid for the permit holder.  A permit may not be sub-let 
to a different organization without the authorization of the PFTF. 
 
PFTF members from the responsible boards will be given field status updates by 
DPW and will be consulted in order to ensure that fields under their control are 
not adversely impacted by overuse.  If any board determines that an overuse 
condition exists or any field is being used in a manner inconsistent with such 
board’s policies, the board reserves the right to restrict or further condition 
issuance of permits. 

 
 
User Groups / Priority of Use: 
 
 Permits are issued based on the following priorities: 
 

1) Town-Wide Special Events:  This includes events such as “town days,” 
memorial services, and fairs.  The NRC will issue permits for these events.  
The NRC will coordinate with the Recreation Director and the Athletic 
Director to determine if these events will impact previously scheduled athletic 
or permitted events. 

 
2) School Use:  The School Department has the next priority use of fields and the 

High School track over any other group, including the Youth Leagues.  School 
Department use includes athletic games, practices, and other special events.   

 
Coaches Clinics:  School Department coaches who wish to run clinics 
must present a letter of support from the Athletic Director to the 
Recreation Director.  Spring (April) vacation clinics must be booked 
by March 1.  Coaches understand that spring clinics may be cancelled 
due to track or field conditions.  Summer clinics must be booked by 
June 1.  A fee will be charged. 

 
3) Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues: Youth Leagues will be allotted hours 

based on season and participant numbers.  It is expected that these groups will 
work together to ensure equitable use of all fields, coordinate with any 
resident youth sport group utilizing the High School track, and try to make 

Deleted: s’ 

Deleted: .

Deleted: T

Deleted: jurisdictional 

Deleted: (NRC, School Committee, and the Selectmen) 

Deleted: .  Jurisdictional boards are those boards that are 
considered landowners of the various Town parcels hosting the 
track and/or playing fields.



02-06-2019 - Draft 

 3

Deleted: 07

Deleted: 01

Deleted: 7

Formatted: Position: Horizontal: Right, Relative to: Margin,
Vertical:  0", Relative to: Paragraph, Wrap Around

Formatted: Right:  0.25"

accommodations for each other in the event of unforeseen scheduling changes 
during the season.  Wellesley Youth Leagues may also run in-house clinics for 
their members.  Clinic times are limited to the days and times listed on their 
permit or a new permit must be issued.   

 
4) Wellesley Recreation Department Programs:  Use of fields or the High School 

track for camps, clinics and programs, which are run by the Recreation 
Department, will not preempt the Youth Leagues.  When these programs are 
run during youth sport seasons, all attempts will be made to limit them to 
using the field area at the Warren Recreation building.  Recreation may use 
other fields during the summer, as long as the fields are not adversely 
impacted by overuse.  The Recreation Department offers these programs in 
support of its general mission to provide affordable recreational activities. 

 
5) Wellesley Resident Adult Groups:  Adult leagues or clubs (e.g. soccer clubs, 

running clubs, etc.) must be organized with the primary intention of 
supporting Town residents.  Leagues or clubs may compete with teams from 
other towns, but one Wellesley team must be involved in the match.  Leagues 
or clubs must give priority to Town residents when filling rosters.  Wellesley 
teams or clubs must be able to prove that 75% of the memberships are 
Wellesley residents or are Town of Wellesley employees.  Team rosters must 
be turned in to the Recreation Director prior to the start of the season. 

 
6) Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use:  The Town recognizes that residents 

may want to use fields or the High School track for one time uses such as 
birthday parties, neighborhood activities, etc.  No fee is charged for children’s 
birthday parties.  A fee is required for other events. 

 
7) Charitable Groups:  If field space is available, as determined by the 

Recreation Director, groups who are hosting an event to raise money for 
charity will be given a permit for a field or the High School track for no fee. 

 
8) Non-Resident Groups / Non-Recreation Department Camps and Clinics:  A 

non-resident group is defined as one whose membership is less than 75% 
Wellesley residents or Town of Wellesley employees.  Use by non-residents 
will be limited to baseball, softball, soccer, field hockey, lacrosse, and track. 
Use of fields or the High School track by non-resident groups will be 
dependent on conditions and availability.  The Recreation Department may 
arrange for field use by outside camps during the summer months. 

 
Fee Structure: 

 
Field and track use fees are collected by the Recreation Department and are then 
segregated into account(s) dedicated to playing fields maintenance and PFTF 
administrative costs, consistent with Article 55 of the Town Bylaws.  The PFTF shall 
advise the DPW on the use of funds in said accounts.  How fees are credited between the 
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two funds shall be determined by the PFTF considering future field needs.  Annual 
reports will be given to the PFTF and the responsible boards on the funds collected and 
the uses of the fees.  The PFTF sets the following as the fees to be collected: 
 

1) Town-wide Special Events:  No fee, 

2) School Use:  No fee, 

3) School Coach(es) Clinics:  $15 per participant, 

4) Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues:  $30 per participant per season ($15 to 

Turf Field Fund), 

5) Wellesley Resident Youth League Clinics:  $15 per participant, 

6) Wellesley Recreation Department Programs:  No fee, 

7) Organized Use of the High School Track:  $15 per participant per season; if 

not a seasonal rental: $150, 

8) Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell) for Adult Softball:  $40 per participant 

per season ($25 to light account), 

9) Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use:  $50 for a grass field, including the 

Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell), but $75 if using lights (incremental $25 

to light account); $75 for a turf field, 

10)  Charitable Groups:  No fee, 

11)  Non-Resident (Adults and Youth):  Grass field and Sprague turf field: $150; 

High School turf field: $375 (fee is for field use only; utilization of scoreboard 

and sound system is not allowed), and 

12)  Non-Recreation Department Camps:  $35 per participant on a grass field; $50 

per participant on a turf field.  (Camps catering to participants over the age of 

twelve years shall, whenever available, be assigned to turf fields). 

13) All track and field rentals that are not charged per participant are figured in 

increments of 1.5 hours. 

Fees collected shall be deposited into the DPW Field Use Fund, unless otherwise noted or a 

rental of a turf field; revenue from turf field rentals shall be deposited into the Turf Field Fund. 

 

General Field Use Rules: 
 

Hours of Operation:  Fields may be used until dusk with the exception of the 
lighted Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell).  Lights may remain on until 9:30 pm, 
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except for Reidy Field, where lights may remain on until 9:45 pm.  No play 
before 8:00 am on Sunday at any field that abuts homeowners. 
 
Prohibited Activities:  Any prohibited activities posted on signage at the High 
School track or at any fields, consumption/possession of drugs or alcoholic 
beverages, use of fields beyond permitted dates or times, use of grass fields 
during wet field conditions or before they are declared available for use, and any 
activity that may cause field damage.  Users must show good judgment when 
using fields and must stop play if the field shows damage during activity.  Any 
group who causes damage to any field will be responsible for repair costs. 
 
Field Closures:  Check wellesleyma.gov/1049/Playing-Fields-OpenClosed-Status 
or call (781) 235-2370 for the latest field closures.  If a field is closed, no use is 
permitted at all.  The field status webpage are for informational purposes only; 
field signage and/or direct communication from the Wellesley DPW Park and 
Tree Division (DPW) take precedence.  Whenever possible, the DPW will email 
user groups and post signs when fields are closed. 
 
Please note that grass fields can be closed even when the weather appears good at 
the time because of standing water, previous damage, or other field condition 
issues.  The DPW, in consultation with the PFTF, will recommend when fields 
should be closed in order to rest them to prevent significant damage from overuse 
and/or for maintenance reasons. 
 
Weather:  Because lightning can strike up to ten miles from a storm, users should 
seek safe shelter as soon as they hear thunder or see lightning.  They should wait 
for thirty minutes without hearing thunder or seeing lightning before returning to 
the field. 
 
Maintenance of Baseball/Softball Infields:  Baseball/softball players and coaches 
are expected to groom the infields after each game and practice.  Equipment for 
grooming is supplied and coaches are responsible for knowing the storage box 
combinations. 
 
Litter, Trash, and Recycling:  All users are responsible for picking up any trash 
and/or litter on the field at the completion of their practice or game session, 
regardless of whether this trash was there when they first got on the field or not.  
Pick up trash when you leave the field, even if it is not yours.  Consider 
naming team captains at each practice or game to oversee litter collection and 
recycling. 
 
Users are expected to use trash and recycling receptacles located on or near the 
fields or to take their waste home for disposal.  If the group expects to generate 
excess trash, they must provide a means for removing trash themselves.  Bring a 
trash bag with you to games and practices.  Please pick up and recycle all plastic 
bottles.  Inform coaches, players, players’ families, and attendees at games and 
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practices that there are water fountains at the majority of the active playing fields 
and that participants are strongly encouraged to utilize reusable and refillable 
water bottles for all practices and games. 
 
The last group to use a field for the day is responsible for leaving a clean, litter-
free field. 
 
If you consistently find trash when you arrive at the field please notify the 
Recreation Department at recreation@wellesleyma.gov or (781) 235-2370, who 
will attempt to identify the users who might be leaving the field in such condition. 
 
Users are urged to support the preservation and sustainability of Wellesley’s 
playing fields through responsible use of the fields and respect for those who 
neighbor the fields.  It is the responsibility of all coaches, managers, referees, 
and parents to lead by example by educating our children on the proper use 
of field space and emphasizing the importance of caring for our community 
assets and maintaining a clean environment. 
 
Concerns related to the maintenance/condition of the High School track or any 
field should be addressed to the Assistant Superintendent/Deputy Tree Warden of 
the Park Division at dpw@wellesleyma.gov. 
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PLAYING FIELDS TASK FORCE 
Charter 

 
Membership 
 
The Playing Fields Task Force (“Task Force”) shall consist of: 
 

 a representative each from the Recreation Commission and department staff, 
 a representative each from the Natural Resources Commission and department staff, 
 a representative each from the Board of Public Works and department staff, 
 a representative each from the School Committee and department staff, 
 a representative from the Board of Selectmen, 
 a representative from the Wellesley United Soccer Club, 
 a representative from the Wellesley Youth Baseball/Softball Association, 
 a representative from the Wellesley Youth Lacrosse Club, 
 a representative from Wellesley Youth Football, 
 a representative from the Wellesley Scoops Field Hockey Club, 
 a representative from the Wellesley Men’s Softball League; and 
 a Wellesley citizen at-large to be appointed by the Playing Fields Task Force. 

 
Staff shall be non-voting members except when acting with appropriate board member proxy 
power. 
 
Other organizations may be invited to attend and participate in Task Force processes, but shall 
not have voting representation. 
 
Term 
 
The term of office for board members shall be at the discretion of their respective board or 
commission. The term of the citizen at-large shall be three years commencing on July 1, 2017. 
 
Duties 
 
The Task Force is established: 
 

 to develop and maintain the master plan for the reconfiguration, use, maintenance, and 
improvement of active recreational playing fields throughout the Town of Wellesley for 
approval/action by the appropriate responsible boards, namely the: Recreation 
Commission, Natural Resources Commission, Board of Public Works, Board of 
Selectmen, and School Committee, 
 

 to provide recommendations to the responsible boards for capital funding appropriations 
for playing field improvements, and to provide active support for those funding requests 
throughout the funding approval process, 
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 to keep their departments and boards fully informed as to any PFTF-supported capital 
projects and to obtain their boards and departments timely approval for such projects, 
 

 to recommend and implement field use policy, 
 

 to set field user fees, those fees to be deposited in account(s) dedicated to playing fields 
maintenance and PFTF administrative costs, consistent with Article 55 of the Town 
Bylaws, and advise on their use, 
 

 to monitor playing fields status including condition, frequency, and intensity of use, 
 

 to rate field conditions and compare them to fields in other communities, 
 

 to work with other boards to investigate the availability of privately-owned playing 
fields, and fields in other communities, and 
 

 to act as a forum to resolve overlapping requirements among field users. 
 
Committee Leadership 
 
The committee shall elect a chair and vice chair whose terms shall be one year commencing July 
1 and ending June 30. The Recreation Department staff representative shall serve as secretary. 
 
Annual Report 
 
The Task Force shall submit an annual report to the responsible boards on or before the second 
Friday in August, and file a copy with the Town Clerk. 
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PrimeTime Lacrosse Tournament – Wellesley, MA 
 

High School + Hunnewell (1 turf + 3 grass) 
 
Traffic Control Plan (see map as well) 

Parking Area: Wellesley High School  
- Police detail at entrance of school, helping to utilize all possible 

spots 
- Consistently check to make sure no violations have occurred 
- Once full, have people park on side streets, along Washington St. 
- Make sure all cars are parked legally 

 

 
 

Note: We executed this last year without a police detail, which means things should 
go much smoother this time around. 
 
We have been in contact with the Wellesley Police Department about a detail for the 
two days. They do not schedule them until 1-2 weeks out, but are aware of it. 
Multiple may be needed to help cross the street, and also to ensure cars are parked 
legally. Our plan is to have a staff member at the entrance to the main parking lot 
where once full will direct cars to overflow parking. This will also be communicated 



in an email to teams when the schedule comes out. Exact location will be based on 
what Wellesley Police say. 
 
*After reaching out to the Wellesley School Department to make sure there was 
nothing going on at the high school these days we have learned there is a dance 
competition from 12-6 on both days. We are now discussing plans for a satellite lot 
with shuttle service. Options are Babson (where the main tournament fields are) 
and Wellesley Middle School.  This will be an all day thing. 
 
Note: Teams are not there all day. Typically, they play two games over a four-hour 
period and then are gone for the day. We have been and will stay in contact with 
Jerry Nigro to help decide what the best way to proceed is. 
 
Recycling Plan 
 
We will have plenty of trash and recycling set up throughout the event with multiple 
people emptying over the course of both days. We have been in contact with Justin 
Monta with Parks and Rec and will be hiring a park employee for the days to help 
with trash. 
 
Also, we will work with the MWRA to secure a water truck. We attempted last year, 
but were unsuccessful. 
 
Trash and recycling will be placed in strategic spots near fields and tournament 
headquarters (see map). Also, we will include the Wellesley Green Initiative in email 
to all participants, noting reusable water bottles and also signage promoting this on 
site. 

 
 



 
Insurance Requirements 
 
We already are insured through Town of Wellesley, but a more specific COI which 
includes $1,000,000 occurrence and $3,000,000 general aggregate has been 
submitted as well. 
 
Restrooms 
 
We typically bring in a number ourselves, which can be placed next to the ones 
already in place near the dumpster. We won’t place any other than this area unless 
given proper permission.  To ensure proper placement, we will meet with Parks and 
NRC beforehand. Someone will be on site when these are delivered to ensure proper 
placement.   
 

 
 
Food 
 
We potentially would have food truck, which would be located in tournament 
headquarters next to the basketball court. We would make sure to have plenty of 
access for emergency vehicle to enter if necessary. Vendor would be up to date on 
all licenses and code. We have reached out to Leonard at the Board of Health, but 
have not heard back. 



Playing Fields Task Force 
Proposed Changes to Article 55 at ATM 2019 

 
2. DPW Field Use Fund. 

Funds held in the DPW Field Use Fund shall be expended for athletic playing fields 
maintenance, under the direction of the Department of Public Works. Receipts credited 
to this fund shall include some or all of the fees charged to sports team field and/or 
track users, as determined by the Playing Fields Task Force. 

  
3. Turf Field Fund. 

Funds held in the Turf Field Fund shall be expended for repairs and replacement to the 
artificial turfs at Sprague Field and Hunnewell Field, under the direction of the 
Department of Public Works. Receipts credited to this fund shall include some or all of 
the fees charged to sports team field and/or track users, as determined by the Playing 
Fields Task Force. 



Wellesley Public Schools RecTrac    Page:  1 of 1

Run Date: 02/07/19 Reservation Stats Report
Run Time:  8:42A User:   MC

Type-Loc-Facil Rsv Cnt Pct Tot Head Cnt Pct Tot Hrs Used Pct Tot Event TypePct Tot Print Opti Pct Tot Site Type Pct Tot

FIELD-SCHOF-SCHOF     223  73.11%         0   0.00%  1,397.00  76.30%       0   0.00%       0   0.00%       0   0.00%
FIELD-SCHOF-SCINF      82  26.89%         0   0.00%    434.00  23.70%       0   0.00%       0   0.00%       0   0.00%

TOTAL FACILITIES IN SELECTED RANGE:           2 
TOTAL RESERVATIONS IN SELECTED RANGE:         305 
TOTAL HEADCOUNT IN SELECTED RANGE:           0 
TOTAL HOURS USED IN SELECTED RANGE:       1,831.00 
TOTAL RECEIPTS IN SELECTED RANGE:           7 
AVERAGE DOLLAR AMOUNT PER RECEIPT:           0.00 

SELECTION CRITERIA:
Date Range: 01/01/2018 Thru 12/31/2018
Print Option Range:  - ZZZZZ
Event Type Range:  - ZZZZZ
Site Type Range:  - ZZZZZ
Headcount: Actual Headcount
Print Option: Type Info
Include Activity Reservations: Yes
Include Facility Reservations: Yes
Include Activity Hold Reservations: Yes
Include League Scheduling Reservations: Yes
Include Personal Trainer Reservations: Yes
Include Maintenance Reservations: Yes
Include Internal Reservations: Yes
Include Not Available Reservations: Yes
Weekdays: Sunday,Monday,Tuesday,Wednesday,Thursday,Friday,Saturday
Print Option/Event Type/Site Type Totals: No 
Print Resident/Non-Resident Totals: No 
Individual Selections: FIELD	SCHOF	SCHOF,FIELD	SCHOF	SCINF



Wellesley Public Schools RecTrac    Page:  1 of 1

Run Date: 02/07/19 Reservation Stats Report
Run Time:  8:40A User:   MC

Type-Loc-Facil Rsv Cnt Pct Tot Head Cnt Pct Tot Hrs Used Pct Tot Event TypePct Tot Print Opti Pct Tot Site Type Pct Tot

FIELD-SPRG-SPRG1     242 100.00%         0   0.00%  1,284.50 100.00%       0   0.00%       0   0.00%       0   0.00%

TOTAL FACILITIES IN SELECTED RANGE:           1 
TOTAL RESERVATIONS IN SELECTED RANGE:         242 
TOTAL HEADCOUNT IN SELECTED RANGE:           0 
TOTAL HOURS USED IN SELECTED RANGE:       1,284.50 
TOTAL RECEIPTS IN SELECTED RANGE:           6 
AVERAGE DOLLAR AMOUNT PER RECEIPT:           0.00 

SELECTION CRITERIA:
Date Range: 01/01/2018 Thru 12/31/2018
Print Option Range:  - ZZZZZ
Event Type Range:  - ZZZZZ
Site Type Range:  - ZZZZZ
Headcount: Actual Headcount
Print Option: Type Info
Include Activity Reservations: Yes
Include Facility Reservations: Yes
Include Activity Hold Reservations: Yes
Include League Scheduling Reservations: Yes
Include Personal Trainer Reservations: Yes
Include Maintenance Reservations: Yes
Include Internal Reservations: Yes
Include Not Available Reservations: Yes
Weekdays: Sunday,Monday,Tuesday,Wednesday,Thursday,Friday,Saturday
Print Option/Event Type/Site Type Totals: No 
Print Resident/Non-Resident Totals: No 
Individual Selections: FIELD	SPRG	SPRG1



                   TOWN OF WELLESLEY                             RECREATION DEPARTMENT      
 
 

WARREN BUILDING 
90 WASHINGTON STREET 

WELLESLEY, MASSACHUSETTS 02481 
 

DIRECTOR TELEPHONE: 781-235-2370                     DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
MATTHEW G. CHIN  FAX: 781- 237 –3558                     BRANDON G. FITTS 

 

 
Special Event Field Permit Application 

 
Name: ______________________________ Organization: _____________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________ Phone # _________________________ 
 
Field Requested: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Event Type (Please Specify): _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Event: ______________________________Event Day Contact & Cell phone#_______________________ 
 
Day (s): __________________________________ Time: Start ___________ Finish ________ 
 
Rain Date (if needed): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of participants: _____________  Number of spectators: _____________  
Number of cars/buses: _____________  % of Wellesley Residents: ___________ 
Parking/Traffic Control Plan (attached) _____ Trash removal Plan (attached) _____ 
Certificate of Insurance with the “Town of Wellesley” listed as additional insured (attached): ____ 
Restroom(s) Plan (attached) _____  
Electricity requested: Y / N   Notes: __________________________________ 
Water requested: Y / N   Notes: __________________________________ 
Amplified Sound requested: Y / N Notes: __________________________________ 

What is a Special Event? 

Special Events are gatherings/events that involve a large group of people (compared to the seasonal use of the site), and 

 Are advertised to the public and do not occur regularly on the site or 
 Impact or use Town of Wellesley streets (including curb or parking lane), sidewalks, and public rights-of-way; or 
 Use Town facilities or property (i.e., Town buildings, parks, and parking lots). 
 If your event/activity is one of the following, it will likely require a special event permit:  
 Outdoor concert and entertainment, public or semi-public, dance, recreation, or sporting events.  
 Circuses, carnivals, fairs and festivals. 
  Farmer’s Markets.  
 Walks, runs, athletic, bicycle and vehicle races and rides.  
 Fireworks display  
 Street fair, craft show on a residential or commercial right-of-way which is likely to obstruct, delay or interfere with normal flow of 

pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 
  Car washes whereby the public is encouraged to attend. 
  Outdoor amplified sound. 
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  Other events as deemed by PFTF 

Examples:  road race, bike race, walk, parade, festival, market, carnival, and concert. 

Parking & Traffic Control Plan 

You will need to include a Parking & Traffic Control Plan.   If your Event is to affect public rights-of-way with any one of the below 
conditions, your plan must address the relevant conditions. (Note: Public right-of-way extends beyond the paved or travel surface of a 
roadway): 

 Restrict or close a roadway (lanes, bike lanes, shoulders, etc.) 
 Restrict or close a sidewalk/pathway 
 Restrict or close a driveway 
 Restrict or close parking spaces 
 Restrict or close a Public Parking Lot 
 Directing traffic with the use of a Certified Flagger, Police Officer or signs 
 Posting of any signs in the right of way 
 Police Detail required 

Examples of Traffic Control Plans: 

A Traffic Control Plan should site specific map of routes or locations where event will take place: 

 Streets and cross streets with lane configurations 
 Location and placement of all required MUTCD advance warning signs (list type of signs to be used) 
 Location and placement of all certified flaggers 
 Placement of cones and cone tapers 
 Show traffic, pedestrian and bike detours and/or delays 
 Show affected businesses 

Trash Removal Plan: 
 All debris and trash must be removed from an event site immediately after the event. Failure to do so may require the Town of 

Wellesley to remove trash/debris. All expenses will be the responsibility of the event applicant. The applicant is required to 
provide recyclable receptacles at the event. When the applicant uses Municipal recyclable receptacles all rights of ownership are 
forfeited. All expenses will be the responsibility of the event applicant. 

 
 User group may hire a Park staff person at $45 per hour to handle all trash removal (overtime may apply on weekends & holidays) 
 User group may pay $100 per day of event to use onsite dumpster (if available) and/or trash removal provided by Department of 

Public Works (specific location for pickup provided by DPW) 
 Map of trash receptacle locations must be included with Trash Removal Plan 

 
Deposit & Insurance requirements: 

 Deposit: 25% of total fee and then paid towards balance unless damage and/or additional fees incurred.  
 A certificate of insurance must be filed (10) working days before the event. The named insured must match the name of the 

event organization on the application and permit.  Additionally, naming the Town of Wellesley as an additional insured with 
the following minimums:  

General Liability – Naming the Town as an Additional Insured: 
$1,000,000 Occurrence 

 $3,000,000 General Aggregate 
 DAMAGE TO RENTED PREMISES (Each Occ.) $1,000,000 

- MEDICAL EXPENSE (Any one person) $5,000 
Restroom Plan:   
We estimate at least one (1) chemical toilet for every 100 people. Map of portable toilet locations must be included with Restroom plan.   
Delivery of portable toilets must be coordinated by the user group and Parks and/or Recreation Department when access to locked areas are 
needed. You may also coordinate the opening of a Town building for restroom use.  School owned buildings contact School Business office 
(781-446-6210) and Town owned Buildings contact Recreation Department (781-235-2370) 
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To Request a special event field permit: 
- Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director Matt Chin (Address above) 

- For Questions contact Matt Chin at 781-235-2370  or  mchin@wellesleyma.gov 

- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette, McKinnon & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will be forwarded to 
the Natural Resources (NRC) for approval. * 

- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic Director for approval. * 

- * These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit approval. 

- Requests for fields made by vendors operating summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has satisfied state and local 
Board of Health requirements. 

- SEE BELOW FOR FEES AND POLICIES 
 

WELLESLEY FIELD APPLICATION REQUEST INFORMATION 
Keep this for your records. 
General Policies: 

- No alcohol, no illegal drugs, no smoking and/or vaping. 
- Public property may not be used to conduct a private business, unless certain requirements are met.  The Recreation Director can aid 

you with this process.  See “Public Facility Use for Private Gain Policy” at www.wellesleyma.gov click Government, click 
Recreation, click Facility & Fields, click Playing Fields Task Force & Field Applications, click Playing Fields Task Force 
Documents 

- Users are responsible for any damage. 
- Users are responsible for checking the Town website for field conditions/closures.  Fields will be posted when closed during the 

spring, summer and fall seasons.  Assume that fields are closed during the winter. 
- If selling food, you must receive authorization from the Board of Health. 
- In general, Wellesley fields do not have sanitary facilities. 
- WELLESLEY GREEN INITIATIVE: The Playing Fields Task Force is partnering with Wellesley Green Schools on an important 

initiative to reduce waste on town fields.  We require you to tell coaches, teams, family & friends, to help in the following ways: 1) 
Please ask players & visiting teams to BRING REUSABLE WATER BOTTLES TO ALL GAMES & PRACTICES; 2) Please 
consider eliminating the extra drinks & snacks that are often brought to practices & games (studies show that this has a positive 
health benefit as well); 3) Consider naming a team captain to oversee garbage collection  & recycling or encourage players to clean 
up after themselves; and 4) Please remind players and visiting teams that the Town of Wellesley is committed to sustainable 
principles and has installed working water fountains & recycling bins at almost all Town fields. 

 
Priority of Use: 

1) Town-Wide Special Events 
2) School Use/School Coaches’ Clinics 
3) Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues 
4) Wellesley Recreation Department Programs 
5) Wellesley Resident Adult Groups 
6) Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use 
7) Charitable Groups 
8) Non-Resident Groups / Non-Recreation Department Camps and Clinics 

 
Fees, as approved in the Playing Fields Policy: 
 

1) Town-wide Special Events:  No fee, 
2) School Use:  No fee, 
3) School Coach(es) Clinics:  $15 per participant, 
4) Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues:  $30 per participant per season ($15 to Turf Field Fund), 
5) Wellesley Resident Youth League Clinics:  $15 per participant, 
6) Wellesley Recreation Department Programs:  No fee, 
7) Organized Use of the High School Track:  $15 per participant per season; if not a seasonal rental: $150, 
8) Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell) for Adult Softball:  $40 per participant per season ($25 to Recreation lighting account) 
9) Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use:  $50 for a grass field, including the Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell), but $75 if using 

lights (incremental $25 to Recreation lighting account); $75 for a turf field, 
10)  Charitable Groups:  No fee, 
11)  Non-Resident (Adults and Youth):  Grass field and Sprague turf field: $150; High School turf field: $375 (fee is for field use 

only; utilization of scoreboard and sound system is not allowed), and 
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12)  Non-Recreation Department Camps:  $35 per participant on a grass field; $50 per participant on a turf field.  (Camps catering to 
participants over the age of twelve years shall, whenever available, be assigned to turf fields). 

13) All track and field rentals that are not charged per participant are figured in increments of 1.5 hours.  Fees collected shall be 
deposited into the DPW Field Use Fund, unless otherwise noted or a rental of a turf field; revenue from turf field rentals shall be 
deposited into the Turf Field Fund. 

 
General Field Use Rules 
 
Hours of Operation: 

Fields may be used until dusk with the exception of the lighted Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell).  Lights may remain on until 
9:30 pm, except for Reidy Field, where lights may remain on until 9:45 pm.   No play before 8:00 am on Sunday at any field that 
abuts homeowners. 

 
Prohibited Activities: 

Any prohibited activities posted on signage at the High School track or any fields, consumption/possession of drugs or alcoholic 
beverages; use of fields beyond permitted dates or times; use of grass fields during wet field conditions or before they are declared 
available for use; and any activity that may cause field damage. Users must show good judgment when using fields and must stop 
play if the field shows damage during activity.  Any group who causes damage to any field will be responsible for repair costs. 

 
Field Closures: 

http://www.wellesleyma.gov/1049/Playing-Fields-OpenClosed-Status or call (781) 235-2370 for the latest field closures.  If a field is 
closed, no use is permitted at all.  The field status webpage and the hotline are for informational purposes only; field signage and/or 
direct communication from the Wellesley DPW Park and Tree Division (DPW) take precedence.  Whenever possible, DPW will 
email user groups and post signs when fields are closed.   

 
Please note that grass fields can be closed even when the weather appears good at the time because of standing water, previous 
damage or other field condition issues.  The DPW, in consultation with the PFTF, will recommend when fields should be closed in 
order to rest them to prevent significant damage from overuse or for maintenance reasons.    

 
Weather: 

Since lightning can strike up to 10 miles from a storm, users should seek safe shelter as soon as they hear thunder or see lightning.  
They should wait for 30 minutes without hearing thunder or seeing lightning before returning to the field.  

 
Maintenance of Baseball/Softball Infields: 

Baseball/softball players and coaches are expected to groom the infields after each game and practice.  Equipment for grooming is 
supplied and coaches are responsible for knowing the storage box combinations. 

 
Litter, Trash and Recycling: 

All users are responsible for picking up any trash or litter on the field at the completion of their practice or game session regardless 
of whether this trash was there when they first got on the field or not.  Pick up trash when you leave the field, even if it is not yours.  
Consider naming team captains at each practice or game to oversee litter collection and recycling. 

 
Users are expected to use trash and recycling receptacles located on or near the fields or to take their waste home for disposal.  If the 
group expects to generate excess trash, they must provide a means for removing trash themselves.  Bring a trash bag with you to 
games and practices.  Please pick up and recycle all plastic bottles.  Inform coaches, players, players’ families, and attendees at 
games and practices that there are water fountains at the majority of the active playing fields and that participants are strongly 
encouraged to utilize reusable and refillable water bottles for all practices and games. 

 
The last group to use a field for the day is responsible for leaving a clean, litter free field. If you consistently find trash when you 
arrive at the field please contact the Recreation Director at (781) 235-2370, who will attempt to identify the users who might be 
leaving the field in such condition.  

 
Users are urged to support the preservation and sustainability of Wellesley’s playing fields through responsible use of the fields and 
respect for those who neighbor the fields. It is the responsibility of all coaches, managers, referees and parents to lead by example by 
educating our children on the proper use of field space and emphasizing the importance of caring for our community assets and 
maintaining a clean environment.  

 
Concerns related to the maintenance/condition of the High School track or any field should be addressed to the Assistant 
Superintendent/Deputy Tree Warden of the Park Division at dpw@wellesleyma.gov. 

 



  TOWN OF WELLESLEY                                             RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
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WELLESLEY, MASSACHUSETTS 02481 
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Special Event Field Permit Application 
 

Name: ______________________________      Organization: _____________________________ 
 
Mailing address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________     Daytime phone #: __________________________ 
 
Field(s) requested: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Event type (please specify): _________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of event: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Day(s): __________________________________    Time: Start ___________  Finish ________ 
 
Rain date (if needed): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Est. # of number of participants: _____________                     Est. # of number of spectators: _____________  
 
Est. %age of participants who are Wellesley residents: ___________       Est. # of cars/buses: _____________ 
 
Is a police detail required?  Circle one:     Yes     No 
 
Is a parking/traffic control plan attached? _____            Is a trash removal plan attached? _____ 
 
Have you attached a certificate of insurance with the Town of Wellesley listed as insured? ____ 
 
Is a restroom plan attached? _____ 
 
Is electricity needed? Circle one:     Yes     No    Is water needed? Circle:     Yes     No 
 

Please see next page for what constitutes a special event. 
 
 
 
 
 
Send completed form to Recreation Director Matt Chin (see address above). For questions, please call Matt or 

e-mail him at (781) 235-2370. 



 

SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT INFORMATION 

What is a Special Event? 

Special events are gatherings/events that involve a large group of people (compared to the usual occupancy of 
the site) on a Town athletic field, and: 

 Are advertised to the public and do not occur regularly on the site, or 
 Impact or use Town of Wellesley streets (including curb or parking lane), sidewalks, and public rights-

of-way, or 
 Use Town facilities or property (i.e. Town buildings, parks, and parking lots). 

If your event/activity is one of the following, it will likely require a special event permit:  

 Outdoor concert and entertainment, public or semi-public, dance, recreation, or sporting events, 
 Circuses, carnivals, fairs and festivals, 
 Farmer’s markets, 
 Walks, runs, athletic, bicycle, and vehicle races and rides, 
 Fireworks display, 
 Street fair, craft show on a residential or commercial right-of-way, which is likely to obstruct, delay or 

interfere with normal flow of pedestrian or vehicular traffic, 
 Car washes whereby the public is encouraged to attend, 
 Outdoor amplified sound, and 
 Other events as deemed by the PFTF. 

Traffic Control Plan 

You will need to include a traffic control plan if your event is to affect public right-of-way with any one of 
these conditions: 

 Restrict or close a roadway (lanes, bike lanes, shoulders, etc.) 
 Restrict or close a sidewalk/pathway 
 Restrict or close a driveway 
 Restrict or close parking spaces 
 Restrict or close a public parking lot 
 Directing traffic with the use of a certified flagger, police officer, or signs 
 Posting of any signs in the right of way 
 Police detail required  

Note that public rights-of-way often extend beyond the paved or travel surface of a roadway. 

A traffic control plan should site a specific map of routes or locations where the event will take place: 

 Streets and cross streets with lane configurations 
 Location and placement of all required MUTCD advance warning signs (list type of signs to be used) 
 Location and placement of all certified flaggers 
 Placement of cones and cone tapers 
 Show traffic, pedestrian, and bike detours and/or delays 
 Show affected businesses 



 

Recycling Plan 
Applicants must also submit a recycling plan, detailing how all debris will be recycled, when possible, or 
otherwise removed from an event site immediately after the event. Failure to do so may require the Town of 
Wellesley to remove recycling/trash. All expenses will be the responsibility of the event applicant. The 
applicant is required to provide recycling/trash receptacles at the event. When the applicant uses municipal 
recyclable receptacles all rights of ownership are forfeited. All expenses will be the responsibility of the event 
applicant. A map of recycling and trash receptacle locations must be included with recycling plan. 

 
Insurance Requirements 
A certificate of insurance must be filed ten working days before the event. The named insured must match the 
name of the event organization on the application and permit. Additionally, naming the Town of Wellesley as 
an additional insured with the following minimums: _Town Counsel/MIAA_____________ 

 
Restroom Plan:  
Depending on the duration of your event and the availability of public restrooms, you may need to rent portable 
chemical toilets to accommodate participants. We estimate at least one chemical toilet is necessary for every 
100 people. A map of portable toilet locations must be included with the restroom plan. You may also 
coordinate the opening of a Town building for restroom use. For School Committee-owned buildings, please 
contact School Business office at (781) 446-6210. For other Town-owned buildings, please contact the 
Recreation Department at (781) 235-2370. 
 

GENERAL PERMIT INFORMATION 
 
Process and Timeline 

- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will 
be forwarded to the Natural Resources (NRC) for approval. * 

- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School 
Athletic Director for approval. * 

- *These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit 
approval. 

- Requests for fields made by vendors operating summer camps will not be approved until that vendor 
has satisfied state and local Board of Health requirements. 

General Policies 
- No alcohol and illegal drugs. No marijuana. 
- Public property may not be used to conduct a private business, unless certain requirements are met. 

The Recreation Director can aid you with this process.  See “Public Facility Use for Private Gain 
Policy” at www.wellesleyma.gov/390/Recreation-Commission. 

- Users are responsible for any damage. 
- Users are responsible for checking the Town website for field conditions/closures. Fields will be 

posted when closed during the spring, summer and fall seasons. Assume that fields are closed during 
the winter. 

- If selling food, you must receive authorization from the Board of Health. 
- In general, Wellesley fields do not have sanitary facilities. 
- No play before 8 AM on Sunday. Multipurpose lights may remain on until 9:30 PM. 

 
For schedule of rental fees and priority use order, please see current Playing Fields 

Policy at www.wellesleyma.gov/356/Playing-Fields-Task-Force. 



 

WELLESLEY GREEN INITIATIVE: The Playing Fields Task Force is partnering with Wellesley Green 
Schools on an important initiative to reduce waste on town fields.  We require you to tell coaches, teams, family 
& friends, to help in the following ways:        1) Please ask players & visiting teams to BRING REUSABLE 
WATER BOTTLES TO ALL GAMES & PRACTICES; 2) Please consider eliminating the extra drinks & 
snacks that are often brought to practices & games (studies show that this has a positive health benefit as well); 
3) Consider naming a team captain to oversee garbage collection  & recycling or encourage players to clean up 
after themselves; and 4) Please remind players and visiting teams that the Town of Wellesley is committed to 
sustainable principles and has installed working water fountains & recycling bins at almost all town fields. 

 
General Field Use Rules 
 

Hours of Operation:  Fields may be used until dusk with the exception of the lighted Multi-
Purpose Field (at Hunnewell).  Lights may remain on until 9:30 pm, except for Reidy Field, 
where lights may remain on until 9:45 pm.   No play before 8:00 am on Sunday at any field that 
abuts homeowners. 
 
Prohibited Activities:  Any prohibited activities posted on signage at the High School track or 
any fields, consumption/possession of drugs or alcoholic beverages; use of fields beyond 
permitted dates or times; use of grass fields during wet field conditions or before they are 
declared available for use; and any activity that may cause field damage. Users must show good 
judgment when using fields and must stop play if the field shows damage during activity.  Any 
group who causes damage to any field will be responsible for repair costs. 
 
Field Closures:  www.wellesleyma.gov/1049/Playing-Fields-OpenClosed-Status or call 781-235-
2370 for the latest field closures.  If a field is closed, no use is permitted at all.  The field status 
webpage and the hotline are for informational purposes only; field signage and/or direct 
communication from the Wellesley DPW Park and Tree Division (DPW) take precedence.  
Whenever possible, DPW will email user groups and post signs when fields are closed.   
 
Please note that grass fields can be closed even when the weather appears good at the time 
because of standing water, previous damage or other field condition issues.  The DPW, in 
consultation with the PFTF, will recommend when fields should be closed in order to rest them 
to prevent significant damage from overuse or for maintenance reasons.    
 
Weather: Because lightning can strike up to 10 miles from a storm, users should seek safe shelter 
as soon as they hear thunder or see lightning.  They should wait for 30 minutes without hearing 
thunder or seeing lightning before returning to the field.  
 
Maintenance of Baseball/Softball Infields:  Baseball/softball players and coaches are expected to 
groom the infields after each game and practice.  Equipment for grooming is supplied and 
coaches are responsible for knowing the storage box combinations. 
 
Litter, Trash and Recycling:  All users are responsible for picking up any trash or litter on the 
field at the completion of their practice or game session regardless of whether this trash was 
there when they first got on the field or not.  Pick up trash when you leave the field, even if it is 
not yours.  Consider naming team captains at each practice or game to oversee litter collection 
and recycling. 
 
Users are expected to use trash and recycling receptacles located on or near the fields or to take 
their waste home for disposal.  If the group expects to generate excess trash, they must provide a 



 

means for removing trash themselves.  Bring a trash bag with you to games and practices.  Please 
pick up and recycle all plastic bottles.  Inform coaches, players, players’ families, and attendees 
at games and practices that there are water fountains at the majority of the active playing fields 
and that participants are strongly encouraged to utilize reusable and refillable water bottles for all 
practices and games. 
 
The last group to use a field for the day is responsible for leaving a clean, litter free field.  
 
If you consistently find trash when you arrive at the field please contact the Recreation Director 
at (781) 235 – 2370, who will attempt to identify the users who might be leaving the field in such 
condition.  
 
Users are urged to support the preservation and sustainability of Wellesley’s playing fields 
through responsible use of the fields and respect for those who neighbor the fields. It is the 
responsibility of all coaches, managers, referees and parents to lead by example by educating our 
children on the proper use of field space and emphasizing the importance of caring for our 
community assets and maintaining a clean environment.  
 
Concerns related to the maintenance/condition of the High School track or any field should be 
addressed to the Assistant Superintendent/Deputy Tree Warden of the Park Division at 
dpw@wellesleyma.gov. 
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  TOWN OF WELLESLEY                RECREATION DEPARTMENT      
 
 

WARREN BUILDING 
90 WASHINGTON STREET 

WELLESLEY, MASSACHUSETTS 02481 
 

DIRECTOR TELEPHONE: 781-235-2370                     DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
MATTHEW G. CHIN  FAX: 781- 237 –3558                     BRANDON G. FITTS 

 

 
FIELD PERMIT APPLICATION 

 
Name: ______________________________ Organization: _____________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________ Daytime Phone # _________________________ 
 
Field Requested: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
For what activity/sport: _________________________________________________________ 
 
DATE (S) – List all 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Day (s): __________________________________ Time: Start ___________ Finish ________ 
 
Rain Date (if needed): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Approximate # of people: _____________ # of Wellesley Residents: ___________ 
 
To Request a field permit: 

- Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director Matt Chin (Address above) 

- For Questions contact Matt Chin at 781-235-2370  or  mchin@wellesleyma.gov 

- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will 
be forwarded to the Natural Resources (NRC) for approval. * 

- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic 
Director for approval. * 

- * These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit 
approval. 

- Requests for fields made by vendors operating summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has 
satisfied state and local Board of Health requirements. 

- SEE PAGE TWO FOR FEES AND POLICIES 
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Name: ______________________________ Organization: _____________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________ Daytime Phone # _________________________ 
 
Field Requested: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
For what activity/sport: _________________________________________________________ 
 
DATE (S) – List all 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Day (s): __________________________________ Time: Start ___________ Finish ________ 
 
Rain Date (if needed): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Approximate # of people: _____________ # of Wellesley Residents: ___________ 
 
To Request a field permit: 

- Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director Matt Chin (Address above) 

- For Questions contact Matt Chin at 781-235-2370  or  mchin@wellesleyma.gov 

- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will 
be forwarded to the Natural Resources (NRC) for approval. * 
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- Requests for fields made by vendors operating summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has 
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- SEE PAGE TWO FOR FEES AND POLICIES 
 

Leslie Frank/Carla Farkes Mass Elite Lacrosse

490 Chapman Street, Suite 102, Canton 02021

carla.farkes@gmail.com 781-562-1905
High School Stadium

Lacrosse summer camp

July 15 - 18 

Mon - Th 9 am  1pm

100 50



 

 
WELLESLEY FIELD PERMIT REQUEST INFORMATION 

Keep this for your records. 
To Request a field permit: 

- Complete this form and submit to: Recreation Director (address above) 
- Requests to use Warren, Brown, Perrin, Phillips, Ouellette & Hunnewell Park (Town Hall Green) will be forwarded to the 

Natural Resources Commission (NRC) for approval. * 
- Requests to use school fields will be presented to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Athletic Director for 

approval. * 
- * These committees may only meet once a month.  Do not expect a quick turnaround for permit approval. 
- Requests for fields made by vendors’ operation summer camps will not be approved until that vendor has satisfied state and 

local Board of Health requirements. 
General Policies: 

- No Alcohol, No illegal drugs 
- Public property may not be used to conduct a private business, unless certain requirements are met.  The Recreation Director 

can aid you with this process.  See  “Public Facility Use for Private Gain Policy” at www.wellesleyma.gov  click 
Department, click Recreation, click Recreation Commission & General Policies. 

- Users are responsible for any damage. 
- Users are responsible for checking the Town website for field conditions/closures.  Fields will be posted when closed during 

the spring, summer and fall seasons.  Assume that fields are closed during the winter. 
- If selling food, you must receive authorization from the Board of Health. 
- In general, Wellesley fields do not have sanitary facilities. 
- No play before 8 am on Sunday.  Multipurpose lights may remain on until 9:30 pm. 

 

WELLESLEY GREEN INITIATIVE: The Playing Fields Task Force is partnering with Wellesley Green Schools on an important 
initiative to reduce waste on town fields.  We require you to tell coaches, teams, family & friends, to help in the following ways:        
1) Please ask players & visiting teams to BRING REUSABLE WATER BOTTLES TO ALL GAMES & PRACTICES; 2) Please 
consider eliminating the extra drinks & snacks that are often brought to practices & games (studies show that this has a positive 
health benefit as well); 3) Consider naming a team captain to oversee garbage collection  & recycling or encourage players to 
clean up after themselves; and 4) Please remind players and visiting teams that the Town of Wellesley is committed to sustainable 
principles and has installed working water fountains & recycling bins at almost all town fields. 

Priority of use: 
1. Park Maintenance 
2. Town Wide Special Events 
3. School use – Sports, Special Events, Coaches Clinics 
4. Wellesley Youth Sports 
5. Wellesley Recreation Department Programs 
6. Wellesley Adult Organized Groups 
7. Wellesley Residents: one-time use 
8. Charitable Organizations 
9. Non-Resident Groups/Non Recreation Department Camps & Clinics 

 

Fees: 
1. Town Wide Special Events: No fee, 
2. School Use: No fee, 
3. School Coach(es) Clinics: $15 per participant, 
4. Wellesley Resident Youth Leagues: $30 per member per season per sport ($15 to general fund/$15 to turf replacement fund), 
5. Wellesley Resident Youth League Clinics: $15 per participant 
6. Wellesley Recreation Department Programs: No fee 
7. Organized Use of the High School Track: $15 per member per season 
8. Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell) for Adult Softball: $40 per participant per season ($15 to field account and $25 to light 

account), 
9. Wellesley Resident – One-Time Use: Grass field, including the Multi-Purpose Field (at Hunnewell): $50, but $75 if using 

lights (incremental $25 to light account); Turf field: $75, 
10. Charitable Groups: No fee 
11. Non-Resident (Adults and Youth): Grass field and Sprague turf field: $150; High School turf field: $375 (fee is for field use 

only; utilization of scoreboard and sound system is not allowed) 
12. Non-Recreation Department Camps: Grass field: $35 per participant; Turf fields: $50 per participant. (Camps catering to 

participants over the age of 12 years will, whenever available, use the turf fields.) 
13. All field rentals that are not charged per participant are figured in increments of 1.5 hours. 



 

General Field Use Rules 
 

Hours of Operation:  Fields may be used until dusk with the exception of the lighted Multi-Purpose Field (at 
Hunnewell).  Lights may remain on until 9:30 pm, except for Reidy Field, where lights may remain on until 9:45 
pm.   No play before 8:00 am on Sunday at any field that abuts homeowners. 
 
Prohibited Activities:  Any prohibited activities posted on signage at the High School track or any fields, 
consumption/possession of drugs or alcoholic beverages; use of fields beyond permitted dates or times; use of grass 
fields during wet field conditions or before they are declared available for use; and any activity that may cause field 
damage. Users must show good judgment when using fields and must stop play if the field shows damage during 
activity.  Any group who causes damage to any field will be responsible for repair costs. 
 
Field Closures:  http://www.wellesleyma.gov/1049/Playing-Fields-OpenClosed-Status or call 781-235-2370 for the 
latest field closures.  If a field is closed, no use is permitted at all.  The field status webpage and the hotline are for 
informational purposes only; field signage and/or direct communication from the Wellesley DPW Park and Tree 
Division (DPW) take precedence.  Whenever possible, DPW will email user groups and post signs when fields are 
closed.   
 
Please note that grass fields can be closed even when the weather appears good at the time because of standing 
water, previous damage or other field condition issues.  The DPW, in consultation with the PFTF, will recommend 
when fields should be closed in order to rest them to prevent significant damage from overuse or for maintenance 
reasons.    
 
Weather: Because lightning can strike up to 10 miles from a storm, users should seek safe shelter as soon as they 
hear thunder or see lightning.  They should wait for 30 minutes without hearing thunder or seeing lightning before 
returning to the field.  
 
Maintenance of Baseball/Softball Infields:  Baseball/softball players and coaches are expected to groom the infields 
after each game and practice.  Equipment for grooming is supplied and coaches are responsible for knowing the 
storage box combinations. 
 
Litter, Trash and Recycling:  All users are responsible for picking up any trash or litter on the field at the completion 
of their practice or game session regardless of whether this trash was there when they first got on the field or not.  
Pick up trash when you leave the field, even if it is not yours.  Consider naming team captains at each practice or 
game to oversee litter collection and recycling. 
 
Users are expected to use trash and recycling receptacles located on or near the fields or to take their waste home for 
disposal.  If the group expects to generate excess trash, they must provide a means for removing trash themselves.  
Bring a trash bag with you to games and practices.  Please pick up and recycle all plastic bottles.  Inform coaches, 
players, players’ families, and attendees at games and practices that there are water fountains at the majority of the 
active playing fields and that participants are strongly encouraged to utilize reusable and refillable water 
bottles for all practices and games. 
 
The last group to use a field for the day is responsible for leaving a clean, litter free field.  
 
If you consistently find trash when you arrive at the field please contact the Recreation Director at (781) 235 – 2370, 
who will attempt to identify the users who might be leaving the field in such condition.  
 
Users are urged to support the preservation and sustainability of Wellesley’s playing fields through 
responsible use of the fields and respect for those who neighbor the fields. It is the responsibility of all 
coaches, managers, referees and parents to lead by example by educating our children on the proper use of 
field space and emphasizing the importance of caring for our community assets and maintaining a clean 
environment.  
 
Concerns related to the maintenance/condition of the High School track or any field should be addressed to the 
Assistant Superintendent/Deputy Tree Warden of the Park Division at dpw@wellesleyma.gov. 

 
 
 
 
 



Summer 2019 Camps 
Program Day(s) Times Dates Building/Field(s) Max # Needs
Wellesley Recreation/ CAMP 
Q

M- Fr 8 am - 6:15 pm Jun 24 - Aug 9
(7 weeks)

High School 80 Cafeteria, Gym, classroom, teacher's lounge 
(refrigeration) and rest rooms

Wellesley Recreation/WINGS M- Th 9 am - 3:30 pm July 8 - Aug 1 Sprague Cafeteria, Gym, classrooms, and restrooms

Camp Invention M- Fr 8 am - 4 pm July 15 - 19
tenative 

Bates 50 5 classrooms & lunch space

Terriers M - Fr 8 am - 3:45 pm Jun 24- Aug 2 
(5 weeks)

Bates 60 gym, area for lunch, restrooms

Mass Elite Lacrosse M - Fr 9 am - 1 pm July 15 - 18 HS & HS Stadium 75 indoor space for inclement weather 

James Bede M - Fr 8 am - 4 pm Jun 24 - 28 HS & HS Stadium or 
Schofield

30 indoor space for inclement weather 

James Bede M- Fr 9 am - 4 pm July 1 - 3 HS & HS Stadium or 
Schofield

30 indoor space for inclement weather 

James Bede M- Fr 8 am - 4 pm July 8 - 12 HS & HS Stadium or 
Schofield

30 indoor space for inclement weather 

James Bede M- Fr 8 am - 4 pm July 15 - 19 HS & HS Stadium or 
Schofield

30 indoor space for inclement weather 

James Bede M- Fr 8 am - 4 pm July 22 - 26 HS & HS Stadium or 
Schofield

30 indoor space for inclement weather 

James Bede M- Fr 8 am - 4 pm July 29 - Aug 2 HS & HS Stadium or 
Schofield

30 indoor space for inclement weather 
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	Name: Cecilia Arnberg
	Organization: JBSC
	Mailing Address: 5 Campello Road, Framingham, MA 01701
	Email: jamesbede@yahoo.com
	Daytime Phone: 508.872.8591
	Field Requested: Wellesley HighSchool 
	For what activitysport: soccer 
	DATE S  List all 1: 6/24-28, 7/1-3, 7/8-12, 7/15-19, 7/22-26, 7/29-8/2, 2019
	DATE S  List all 2: 
	DATE S  List all 3: 
	Day s: Monday-Friday
	Time Start: 8:30
	Finish: 3:15
	Rain Date if needed: n/a
	Approximate  of people: 100-125
	of Wellesley Residents: 98%


