DEAN A. CHARTER, CONSULTING ARBORIST
ISA #NE-0333A
81 CHARTER ROAD, ACTON, MA 01720
DEAN_CHARTER@VERIZON.NET
978-501-1408
August 29, 2022
Jeronimo Almeida, 20 Oakland Street LLC
Angela Kearny, Minglewood LLC

Ms. Kearney,
I am an Arborist certified by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA # NE-0333A), with
over forty-five years of experience in both the commercial and municipal fields. Included in my
experience is my service for 38 years as Tree Warden for the Town of Acton. I am a Past President of
both the Massachusetts Tree Wardens’ and Foresters’ Association, and the New England Chapter of the
International Society of Arboriculture.
You had asked me to provide a tree health evaluation for the existing trees at the site at 20
Oakland Street at the corner of Worcester Road, Wellesley, to be submitted as part of the approval
process for a Large House Review. On August 25, 2022 I met with you on the site and we examined the
existing trees and site, and verified and corrected the Original Conditions Plan dated 4/6/20 for the site.
During this process I measured and identified every tree shown on the plan while you made notations. I
conducted a cursory ground level evaluation of the trees, noting any particular hazards or issues with
the trees. No invasive testing was performed on the trees, and there might be conditions that were not
noted. Any obviously hazardous trees were noted and flagged with orange “killer tree” tape. In
addition, trees that should be removed to provide room for supplementary plantings or rain gardens
were similarly flagged.
The vast majority of the deciduous trees on the site are considered Invasive Species and are on
the Massachusetts Prohibited Plant List. Norway Maple (Acer platanoides) and Black Locust (Robinia
pseudoacacia) are the preponderance of the specimens on the site. One of the objectives of the
planting plan proposed for the development is to remove some of these specimens and to reintroduce
and reestablish native species. I will note here that most of the invasive species specimens on the site
are healthy, and the reintroductions will be done to provide a more environmentally preferable plant
and animal habitat.
There are a few fairly large White Pines (Pinus strobus) on the Worcester Road side of the site
that provide some screening. One of the pines is an immediate hazard as a large chunk of the trunk was
cut out of it some years ago to provide room for a fence. This tree leans over the state right of way, and
is a severe safety hazard. Several other Norway Maples and Black Locusts have trunk splits, cracks, or

hollows, and should likewise be removed as soon as possible. I have documented some of these
situations with the photos attached to this report, plus the flagging and the notations on the plans.
There is an extensive Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) hedge on the property near the intersection
of Oakland Street and Worcester Road. The trees have all been impacted by drought and past
construction activity, but have not been heavily infested with Hemlock Wooly Adelgid, which is the case
with many such Hemlocks in Norfolk County. I believe that with reasonable care and limiting further
construction damage, these trees can continue to provide a screening buffer, especially if augmented
with additional plantings, as shown on the proposed plan.
In conclusion, the majority of the tree stock on the site is healthy, although composed mostly of
invasive species. Attention should be given to the recognized hazard trees, and a wider variety of native
species should be introduced to provide a more diverse and environmentally resilient landscape.
Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.

Regards,

Dean A. Charter
Dean A. Charter, Certified Arborist
Attach.

