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ZONING BYLAW 
 

SECTION 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

SECTION 1.1 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
A. Title 

 
This Bylaw is and shall be known as “the Zoning Bylaw of the Town of Wellesley, 
Massachusetts,” and may be referred to or cited as, including throughout this document, 
“this Zoning Bylaw” or “the Zoning Bylaw.” 
 

B. Scope of Authority 
 
The Zoning Bylaw of the Town of Wellesley, Massachusetts, is enacted in accordance 
with the provisions of the Zoning Act, Massachusetts General Laws (M.G.L.), c. 40A, 
and any and all amendments thereto. 

 
C. Purpose 

 
This Zoning Bylaw is enacted for the following intended purposes, as authorized by, but 
not limited to, the provisions of the Zoning Act, M.G.L., c. 40A, as amended, Section 2A 
of 1975 Mass. Acts 808, and Article 89 of the Amendments to the Constitution of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts: 

 
1. To lessen congestion in the streets; 
2. To conserve health; 
3. To secure safety from fire, flood, panic, and other dangers; 
4. To provide adequate light and air;  
5. To prevent overcrowding of land;  
6. To avoid undue concentration of population;  
7. To encourage housing for persons of all income levels;  
8. To facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, water supply, drainage, 

sewerage, schools, parks, open space, and other public requirements;  
9. To conserve the value of land and buildings, including the conservation of natural 

resources and the prevention of blight and pollution of the environment;  
10. To encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout the Town, consistent with 

the goals and policies of the Town of Wellesley Comprehensive Plan;  
11. To preserve and increase amenities by the promulgation of regulations to fulfill said 

objectives; and 
12. To encourage the use of sustainable building and land use practices including 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

D.  Applicability 
 
All buildings or structures hereinafter erected, reconstructed, altered, enlarged, or moved, 
the use of all premises in the Town, and any applicable permitting, shall be in conformity 
with the provisions of this Zoning Bylaw. No building, structure or land shall be used for 
any purpose or in any manner other than as expressly permitted within the district in 



 

 
ZBL as amended through 2025 ATM                                                                                  Page 4  
 

which such building, structure or land is located. Where the application of this Zoning 
Bylaw imposes greater restrictions than those imposed by any other regulations, permits, 
restrictions, easements, covenants, or agreements, the provisions of this Zoning Bylaw 
shall control. 
 

E. Other Laws and Regulations 
 
Nothing contained in this Zoning Bylaw shall be construed as repealing or modifying any 
existing bylaw or regulation of the Town, but it shall be in addition thereto. Furthermore, 
this Zoning Bylaw shall not be construed to authorize the use of any land or structure for 
any purpose that is prohibited by any other provision of the General Laws or by any other 
bylaw, rule, or regulation of the Town of Wellesley; nor shall compliance with any such 
provision authorize the use of any land or structure in any manner inconsistent with this 
Zoning Bylaw, except as required by the Massachusetts General Laws. 
 

F. Amendment 
 
This Zoning Bylaw may from time to time be changed by amendment, addition, or repeal 
by the Town Meeting in the manner provided for in M.G.L., c. 40A, § 5, and as required 
by M.G.L., c. 40, § 32, and any amendment(s) thereto. 
 

G. Severability 
 
The invalidity of any section or provision of this Zoning Bylaw shall not invalidate any 
other section or provision herein. 
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