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CHARLES RIVER LINK TRAIL
The Charles River Link is a 16-mile regional trail along one of the most scenic parts of the Charles and that will eventually provide a connection between the Bay Circuit Trail in Medfield and downtown Boston. This diverse and spectacular suburban trail, opened in June of 2009, connects 24 open space jewels in six towns - Newton, Wellesley, Needham, Natick, Dover and Medfield.
The trail starts along the future extension of the Charles River Reservation Path at the Mary Hunnewell Fyffe Footbridge located near the intersection of I-95/Rt-128 and Rt-16 in Newton.  
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For the first 7 miles the Charles River Link is part of the Wellesley Trails network.  It follows the Charles River Path along the river, through the Wellesley Town Forest, and past Longfellow Pond. When reaching the Sudbury Aqueduct, it follows the Sudbury Path along the aqueduct through Babson and Olin Colleges to the Waban Arches. It then connects to the Guernsey Path, which runs along the Charles River to the Needham town line.  
In Needham the Charles River Link crosses the Charles into Dover at the Charles River Street bridge.  It follows roads to Pegan Lane and takes trails through Pegan Hill Reservation.  Entering the Mumford Wildlife Forest in Natick, there are views of Nobscot Hill, Mt. Wachusett, and Mt. Monadnock.  It then takes roads to Glen Street and follows trails through Peters Reservation to the Charles River.  The trail continues through Chase Woodlands and follows roads to the Dover-Sherborn Regional High School. It enters the Medfield State Forest in back of the school and takes trails to and along the Charles River to a steep bluff overlooking Rocky Narrows, known as the "Gates of the Charles." 
The trail continues along the Charles River in Medfield, runs along an old woods road adjacent to the Medfield State Hospital, and ends at Hospital Road where it intersects with the Bay Circuit Trail.
Trail Guide and Maps at www.charlesriverlink.org
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Development of the Charles River Link was a partnership between the Wellesley Trails Committee, the Bay Circuit Alliance, the Appalachian Mountain Club and the towns the trail traverses.  The trail was first proposed in 2002 by the Wellesley Trails Committee to the Bay Circuit Alliance as a linkage to surrounding communities.  Trail access was evaluated, on-road walking was minimized and connection of conservation lands was maximized.  The Natick Trails Committee and the Dover Open Space Committee joined in helping to develop a workable route.  Completion of the Charles River Link required clearing new trails through Peters Reservation, Mumford Wildlife Forest and Medfield State Forest.  A total of 1.5 miles of new trails were developed under Appalachian Mountain Club trail projects that resulted in the final trail being 68% off-road.  The trail was dedicated on National Trails Day, June 6, 2009, followed by a 16-mile trek with 31 hikers from 15 towns.
