
Board of Selectmen – March 21, 2011 
Present:  Babson, Tsagaris, Searle, Dugan, Gibbs 
Also present:  Larsen, Ketchen, Connolly, Robinson 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm. 
Warrants approved:  2011-038 ($4,509,930.47); 2011-039 ($3,168,905.38) 
 
Chair’s Announcements 
Ms. Babson announced that the League of Women Voters would be holding two precinct 
meetings on Wednesday, March 23rd and Sunday March 27th.  Ms. Babson also announced an 
open house at the Department of Public Works on Thursday, March 24th and Saturday, March 
26th.  Finally, Ms. Babson announced that the Advisory Book was currently available at Town 
Hall and on the website. 
 
1. Citizen Speak 
 
None. 
 
2. Executive Director Update 
 
The Board voted to approve the minutes of the February 14, 2011 and March 15, 2011 Board of 
Selectmen meetings. 
 
Mr. Larsen gave an update on the status of the recent oil spill at Wellesley High School.  A 
meeting was held earlier in the day.  The team is in the process of confirming the existence of any 
remaining oil under the boiler room and testing the water downstream of the site.   
 
3. High School Project – 3rd Round of Debt Financing 
 
Finance Director Sheryl Strother came forward and reported on the proposed third round of debt 
financing for the exempt debt on the High School – approximately $22 million bringing the total 
to $72 million to date.  Rating agency calls will take place later in the week and the sale will take 
place on April 4th.  Ms. Babson expressed the Board’s appreciation for the work of Ms. Strother 
and the Treasurer’s Office. 
 
Mr. Larsen and Ms. Strother also discussed changes to the FY2012 budget.  The changes are as 
follows: 
 

• Memorial Day – increase $2,500 
• Police Detail Fund – claim $250,000 in revenue 
• Building Plan Revolving Fund – claim $50,000 in revenue 

 
The Board voted to approve these changes. 
 
4. Common Victuallers License Application – Justine’s 978 Worcester Road 
 
Ms. Babson opened the public hearing at 6:53 p.m.  Larry Shind of Kertzman and Weil came 
forward representing the applicant, 97 LLC.  Mary Ellen Behrend, manager of 97 LLC and Tony 
Melchionda, the proposed restaurant manager also came forward.  Mr. Larsen and Mr. Kien Ho 
from BETA Group gave an overview of traffic analysis and parking plan in the area of the 
proposed restaurant. 
 



Mr. Shind gave a presentation on the availability of parking at peak, as well as other hours of 
operation.  Mr. Larsen and Mr. Ho responded with a number of findings and concerns.  Board 
members also expressed a number of concerns about the current parking plan, particularly with 
respect to access, pedestrian safety and agreement with other land owners in the area. 
 
Ms. Behrend and Mr. Melchionda spoke briefly about their background and experience in both 
the restaurant industry as well as other academic and professional endeavors. 
 
5. Underground Storage Tank License Application – 25 Washington Street 
 
Mr. Mark Paris, representing National Development, came before the Board and made a 
presentation on his company’s request for approval of a license for fuel storage for the purpose of 
powering an emergency generator.  
 
The Board voted to approve the request of National Development/Wellesley Washington Street 
Housing LLC of 2310 Washington Street, Newton for a Storage Tank License for the storage of 
diesel fuel above ground in the amount of 60 gallons and underground in the amount of 2,500 
gallons located at 25 Washington Street, Wellesley, MA. 
 
6. Traffic Matters 
 
Mr. Connolly gave the Selectmen a presentation on proposed traffic light changes to the 
intersection of Linden Street and Weston Road.  Wellesley Police Lieutenant Jack Pilecki and Mr. 
Kien Ho of BETA Group also came before the Board. 
 
The Board voted to amend the Town’s Traffic Regulations by ADDING to Schedule X, Right 
Turn on Red Prohibited, the following: 
 
Located On  At Direction of Travel
   
Linden Street Weston Road Westbound 
   
Weston Road Linden Street Northbound 
 
Mr. Connolly gave the Selectmen a presentation on proposed traffic light changes to the 
intersection of Linden Street and Kingsbury Street.   
 
The Board voted to amend the Town’s Traffic Regulations by ADDING to Schedule X, Right 
Turn on Red Prohibited, the following: 
 
Located On  At Direction of Travel
   
Kingsbury Street Linden Street Northbound 
   
Linden Street Kingsbury Street Westbound 
 
 
7. 2011 Annual Town Meeting 
 

• FY12 Budget (Article 8) – Mr. Larsen reported on budget measures taken by the 
Municipal Light Plant, Department of Public Works, Selectmen, Library and School 
Department at a meeting the previous week.  The reductions total approximately $1 



million.  Mr. Larsen indicated that the Selectmen’s Office would send an updated 
Sources & Uses chart to Town Meeting members by the end of the week.  

• Facilities Maintenance Proposal (Article 3) – Ms. Babson read a draft motion from Town 
Meeting member David Himmelberger for a Moderator-appointed committee to study 
facilities maintenance issues.  The Board discussed issues regarding the composition and 
size of the committee. 

• Town Clerk Salary (Article 9) – The Board voted to approve the following motion under 
Article 9 of the 2011 Annual Town Meeting:  “That the annual (52 week) salary of the 
Town Clerk be fixed at the amount of $76,939 effective July 1, 2011.” 

• Community Preservation Committee (Article 16) – Ms. Babson gave an update on the 
composition and scope of the Fuller Brook Park Committee.  The Board voted to support 
motions 3 and 4 under Article 16. 

• Central Street Fire Station Floor (Article 18) – Mr. Ketchen reported that the second 
round of bidding was more successful than the first and, therefore, no appropriation 
request is expected under Article 18. 

• DPW Office Building (Article 19) – The Board discussed whether or not to support the 
appropriation request at Town Meeting.  They determined to wait until information 
became available on the building’s compliance with the proposed Stretch Energy Code. 

• Town Hall HVAC (Article 23) – Mr. Ketchen reported that the bids received were in 
excess of estimates.  The Permanent Building Committee will meet later in the week to 
establish a budget for this project. 

• Hills Branch Boiler (Article 26) – Mr. Ketchen indicated that an evaluation team was in 
the process of evaluating technical proposals and opening price proposals received in 
response to an RFP. 

• Acceptance of Gift of 27R Kenilworth (Article 31) – Mr. Larsen indicated that an abutter 
has expressed interest in purchasing this land from the current owner. 

 
Board members reviewed the assignments and time allotments needed for their respective 
presentations at Town Meeting.  Mr. Connolly indicated that motions would be sent to Town 
Meeting members by the middle/end of the week. 
 
Project and Other Updates 
 
Senior Center – Ms. Tsagaris reported that a meeting took place regarding the status of 
negotiations.  A Town take-over of the facility is no longer considered an option.  The 
Community Center agreed to respond by April 4th to a request by the Town for a “needs list” and 
an indication of their willingness for demolition and construction of new facilities.  Ms. Tsagaris 
also gave an update on the Council on Aging Volunteer Driver Program, which is now underway. 
 
Sustainability – Mr. Ketchen reported that the Sustainable Energy Committee is continuing 
discussion of opportunities to reduce the amount of energy used for summer cooling. 
 
Old Business/New Business 
 
None. 
 
 
At 9:25 p.m. the Board was polled all “yes” to go into executive session to discuss strategy for 
collective bargaining. 
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