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Composting is a convenient, beneficial and

' inexpensive way to handle your organic waste
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“and help the environment. Composting: ‘

reduces the volume of .mmm_upmn R@Elzm
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.saves money for you and your community

in reduced soil purchases and :&cﬂna local
disposal costs; and

enriches the soil. Using compost-adds
essential nutrients, improves soil structure,’
which allows better root growth, and

" increases moisture and nutrient retention in

the soil. Plants love compost!

‘vegetable scraps, plus food wastes such as coffee

invasive weeds and weeds that have ganc s

 How to Use Compost

- month before planting. Compost can be www:.nm

‘herbicides; composting them first, however, will

What You Should Compost ‘Composting Without a Yard

Ooavo.mm:,m can be done indoors using an
earthworm farm. Not only can you recycle your
food scraps, you can also have a steady supply of

fishing bait! For more information, call DEP's
Recycling Program.’

Yard wastes such as _.nm.<n_m. grass clippings and
weeds make excellent compost. All fruit and

grounds, tea bags, and eggs shells can be
composted. To keep animals and odors out of
your pile, do not add meat, bones, fatty food
wastes (such as cheese, grease and oils), dog and .
cat litter, and diseased plants. Do not add B
Elements of a Good
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When the composted materials look like rich,
brown soil, it is ready to use. Apply one-half to
three inches of finished compost and mix it in
with the top four inches of soil about one

as a top dressing in the garden throughout the
summer. Compost is excellent for reseeding
lawns, and it can be spread one-quarter inch
deep over the entire lawn to rejuvenate the turf.
To make potting soil, mix equal parts compost,
sand and loam. You may put the compost
through a'screen to remove large particles
these can go back into the mmn.
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fass clippings, leaves and woody yard ium.m.nm
‘be used as mulch in gardens and around .
wrubs to keep the soil moist, control weed
3029 and add nutrients. Woody materials
ro:E be chipped or shredded. Use a mulch of
ne needles around acid-loving plants. Leaves
ill work first as mulch, then as a soil enricher
they decompose. Grass clippings should be
dried before using as mulch. Do not mulch with
grass clippings which have been treated with
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_zmz Age Composier

The New Age Composter
Ammoinv and Earth
Machine Composter are
rodent-resistant bins -~
distributed through DEP's
recycling grant program.

A series of three or more bins allows you to
make compost in a short time by turning the
materials-on a regular schedule:

Barrel Bin

These bins can easily be made .
from plastic garbage cans.

In .nOonnnm.ao: with the Massachusetts DEP, the The Commonwealth.of

: . :  WireBin Natural Resources Commission State of Connecticut has produced a video entitled Massachusetts
: , z £ Wellesley Town Hall Turning Your Spoils to Soils, which 1s available in : i= .
5 I 525 Washington St. -.most local libraries in Massachusetts. DEP's . mxmncr<m Onn_mm .Ow
Wire bins can also ' : Wellesley MA 02482 ‘Recycling Program also provides technical assistance . Environmental Affairs
el Gl | qﬂ%@.ﬂo—“mﬂwwﬁw.wmwa and reference materials on composting, and can be oy :
P { vim__@.m_owam.m%%o reached at (617) 292-5834, Or, visit our website at Department of

WWW.,

composting. : mx
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