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Advisory Committee 
 Meeting # 8 

November 3, 2010, 2010 
Juliani Room, Town Hall 

 
Steve Simons called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. and announced that the hearing 
was being cablecast on the Wellesley Channel.  Those present also included Catherine 
Johnson, Maura Murphy, Jack Haley, Caren Parker, Virginia Ferko, Rick Hill, Laura 
Hockett, Philip Licari, Richard Page, Polly Smith, Derek Redgate, Barbara McMahon 
(arriving at 8 PM), David Murphy, and Jason Whittet.  
 

Citizens Speak. No one spoke. 
  
Minutes. Upon a motion made by Virginia Ferko and seconded by Caren Parker, the 
members approved the minutes of the Public Hearing of October 27, 2010, as corrected 
and the meeting minutes of October 27, 2010, as corrected.  The vote was 12-0, with one 
abstention.   
 
Vote on Article 8 in the Warrant for the Special Town Meeting (STM). Mr. Simon stated 
that Advisory views the appropriation from “free cash” for a printing bill for the Town Clerk 
as a simple housekeeping matter.  Upon a motion made by Ms. Ferko and seconded by 
Mr. Haley, Advisory unanimously voted to recommend favorable action on the 
appropriation in Article 8 in the Warrant for the STM. The vote was 13-0. 
 
Library Presentation. Mr. Simons stated that the Library is on the agenda to present its 
capital budget and to discuss the Inter-Library Loan (ILL) Program, as there is a 
supplemental appropriation associated with this program contained in Article 5 in the STM 
Warrant.  Guests Library Trustees Chair Amanda Fischman Henshon, Trustee Marla 
Robinson, and Director Janice Coduri spoke to the ILL program, which is fully funded by 
the state and has no tax impact on the budget.   In response to questions from Advisory 
regarding the ILL Program, Ms. Coduri said that the state pays the Library $270,000 for the 
program, payments are quarterly, and the State is not charged “rent” for the use of Library 
space. The Library will submit a document detailing the budget and the actuals. Due to 
developmental changes, Ms. Henshon also said that Wellesley residents no longer enjoy 
benefits from having the program here and she anticipates that the state will soon 
consolidate the program and it will no longer be in Wellesley.  Ms. Henshon also detailed 
the Library’s proposed capital projects, which include $28,000 for computer and server 
replacements and $6,000 for replacing wireless access points. 
 
There was extensive discussion on the Library’s application for a waiver from the state for 
a requirement that libraries demonstrate an annual average budget increase of 2.5% over 
a rolling 3-year period, or face decertification.  Among other issues, Ms. Henshon said that 
decertification means that Wellesley would have to pay back state grants, and she noted 
that no legislation has been filed to change the regulation. In an overview of the Library 
program, other topics covered the Library’s supporting organizations, boiler and chimney 
repairs for the branch library, and facilities maintenance.   
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Liaison Reports. Ms. Smith said that the DPW just passed a $1.5 million cash capital 
budget, which is $200,000 over the 1.5% budget guideline. Ms. Smith also said that 
because of higher than expected construction bids, the MLP will not go forward with the 
building at this time.  She said that bids ranged from $2.4 -$2.5 million, far above the 
estimated $1.4 - $1.5 million. 
 
Discussions and Voting of STM Warrant Articles. In a discussion of Article 3 regarding 
the MLP Early Retirement Plan, Mr. Hill reported that there may be just one MLP employee 
interested in the early retirement option.  Mr. Simons noted that the program has no cost to 
the town and may allow opportunities for employee advancements.  Upon a motion made 
by Ms. Smith and seconded by Mr. Hill, Advisory voted unanimously to recommend 
favorable action on Article 3 in the Warrant for the STM, which allows for the 
implementation and approval of an early retirement incentive program for the Municipal 
Light Plan.  The vote was 14-0. 
 
A discussion on Article 4 regarding the Middle School Renovation project considered 
eligibility for state reimbursement, the project’s impact on operating budgets, class-size 
guidelines, and the need to provide for Town Meeting more detailed project costs. Upon a 
motion made by Ms. McMahon and seconded by Ms. Ferko, Advisory voted unanimously 
to recommend favorable action on Article 4 in the Warrant for the STM to support the 
School Committee’s recommendation to finance the $1.6 million renovation and equipping 
of the Wellesley Middle School.  The vote was 14-0.  
 
In a discussion of Article 7, which calls for an appropriation of funds for roadway 
improvements near 27 Washington Street, to be reimbursed through a Massachusetts 
Opportunity Relocation and Expansion (MORE) Grant, there were questions regarding the 
negotiated $100,000 payment from the developer, National Development, as well as 
general policy concerns.  Mr. Simons stated that the Article may not go forward at the 
STM. 
 
Schedules Update.  Advisory will not meet on Saturday, November 6th, and members 
discussed the schedule and process for both the Chair’s Letter and the write-ups for the 
STM Warrant Articles. 
 
Article 5 and the Council on Aging (COA) Appropriation.  There was a discussion 
regarding the supplemental appropriation in Article 5 for the Council on Aging. The 
appropriation is for $26,300 for cleaning services for the Wellesley Community Center 
(WCC) from November 2 to June 30, 2011, which will enable the COA to return to the 
WCC building and resume programming there.   Concerns were raised about rolling tax 
impacts on the general government operating budget, but it was noted that without the 
appropriation, the town cannot provide important services to the community’s senior 
citizens.  Upon a motion made by Ms. McMahon and seconded by Mr. Licari, Advisory 
voted to recommend favorable action on Article 5 in the STM Warrant, which will 
supplement the budget of the Council on Aging for cleaning services at the WCC building.  
The vote was 12-2.  
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Adjournment 
Upon a motion made by Ms. Smith and seconded by Ms. Ferko, the Committee voted 
unanimously to adjourn meeting. The vote was 14-0. 
  
The meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Eileen Davis 
Administrative Assistant 

  
Documents Distributed:  “Wellesley Free Library;” Email, “Left vs. right Pocket Analysis;” 
Draft of the “Report of the Advisory Committee to the 2010 Special Town Meeting;” “Report 
of Wellesley Middle School Building Committee, Special Town Meeting, December 2010”. 


