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      The Belvedere abbott Road wrought iron sign bracket was forged 
in the studio of Fredrick Krasser Co. located on George Street in 
Roxbury, MA.  His studio was an extremely important part of the 
Society of Arts and Crafts in Boston and was influential in the revival 
of the blacksmith’s art during the turn of the 19th century.  Fredrick 
Krasser died in 1913 but the men of his shop kept the fires going under 
the watchful eye of Fredrick’s close friend, Frank Koralewsky.  
Koralewsky soon became the most respected ironworker in Boston 
and his reputation spread around the world.   
 
Because of Koralewsky’s efforts and supreme skills as an iron carver, 
the Krasser Company earned a gold medal at the 1915 world’s Fair 
for its entry of a wrought iron lock named “Snow White Lock.”  The 
lock took 7 years to complete.  It is an Arts & Crafts treasure that 
rivals any lock created in the medieval period and demonstrates the 
smith’s mastery of every facet of metal working techniques and 
materials.   Today the lock can be seen at Chicago’s Museum of Art.  
 
His large wrought iron carving titled “The Forest Smithy” which 
depicts a blacksmith scene in medieval Germany with a knight 
patronizing a blacksmith shop is at the Smithsonian Institution.  
 
Koralewsky’s work was collected by many of the early 20th century’s 
most powerful people including J.P. Morgan and Andrew Carneigie.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1 
 
 

2 
Koralewsky’s work can also be seen at Harvard, Yale, Boston 
College, the Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine in New York 
City as well as Tower Court at Wellesley College.   Also in Wellesley  
his lantern hangs in the entrance of the old Sprague School on Oak 
Street.  His work is extremely sought after by Arts & Crafts 
collectors because of its quality and rarity.  Some pieces command 
prices in the tens of thousands of dollars and higher.  After Frank 
Koralewsky, very few American blacksmiths gained notoriety.   his 
work is part of our national cultural heritage. 
 
 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Carl Close Jr. 
Master Blacksmith, historian & Preservationist 
50 Beharrell Street 
Concord, MA. 01742 
978-369-5424 
www.hammersmithstudio.com 

 
 
 

P.S. If we can be of any service to educate the public of the importance 
of Koralewsky’s work please let us know.  We also have a few 
important pieces of his we can show the public to increase awareness 
of the importance of saving and restoring the belvedere abbott road 
sign. 
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