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ZBA 97-22
Petition of Town of Wellesley/Katherine Lee Bates School PTO

116 Elmwood Road

Pursuant to due notice, the Special Permit Granting Authority held a Public Hearing on
Thursday, April 24, 1997 at 8 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room (Conference Room B)
at the Town Hall, 525 Washington Street, Wellesley, on the petition of TOWN OF
WELLESLEY/KATHERINE LEE BATES SCHOOL PTO requesting a Special Permit
pursuant to the provisions of Section XXIIA and Section XXV of the Zoning Bylaw to allow
installation of a two-sided standing sign with a total area of 16 square feet (8 square feet per
panel) at a height of 4 feet, set back 15 feet from the front property line, at the
KATHERINE LEE BATES SCHOOL, 116 ELMWOOD ROAD, in a Single Residence
District. The sign to identify the school will exceed the area of 1 square foot allowed in a
Single Residence District.

On April 7, 1997, the petitioner filed a request for a hearing before this Authority, and
thereafter, due notice of the hearing was given by mailing and publication.

Presenting the case at the hearing was Suzanne Littlefield, who represented the Bates School
PTO. Mrs. Littlefield said that the sign is a mahogany two-sided standing sign, 8 feet square
on each side, and will be erected perpendicular to the road so that it can be read by traffic
approaching from both directions. The sign will have a carved profile of Katherine Lee
Bates, the date the school was established and the name of the school. It will be located in
the semicircular island in the driveway, 15 feet back from the front property line.

The Board asked if the possibility of vandalism had been considered. Mrs. Littlefield said
that it had been considered, and that the school feels it is worth the risk, as the group giving
the money for the sign feels very strongly about erecting the sign. Currently, there are signs
at the Hardy and Schofield schools.

No other person present had any comment on the petition.

Statement of Facts

The subject property is the location, of the Katherine Lee Bates School at 116 Elmwood

Road, in a Single Residence District. The Bates School PTO has collected funds to be used
to purchase a two-sided standing sign to identify the school. The sign will have a total area
of 16 square feet, a height of 4 feet, and will be erected 15 feet from the front property line,
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perpendicular to the street in a semicircular traffic island. A Special Permit is requested to
exceed the area of 1 square foot allowed in a Single Residence District,

A drawing of the sign, done by the McAnney Company, and a site plan showing the
proposed location of the sign, were submitted.

On February 14, 1997, the Design Review Board reviewed the proposal and strongly
recommended that the sign be approved as presented.

On April 15, 1997, the Planning Board reviewed the petition, offered no objection to the
requested standing sign, and supported the recommendation of the Design Review Board.

Decision

This Authority has made a careful study of the materials submitted and the information
presented at the hearing. The subject sign will exceed the area of 1 square foot allowed in a
Single Residence District.

It is the opinion of this Authority that the proposed two-sided standing sign, with a total area
of 16 square feet, at a height of 4 feet, set back 15 feet from the front property line can be
allowed, as the sign is in harmony with the general intent and purpose of Section XXIIA of
the Zoning Bylaw.

A Special Permit is hereby granted, as voted unanimously by this Authority at the Public
Hearing, to allow installation of said sign in accordance with the drawing and site plan as
submitted.

The Inspector of Buildings is hereby authorized to issue a permit for the sign upon his
receipt and approval of a sign application. No sign shall be installed until this permit has

been issued.
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Westgate Road

Designated area
for drop-off path.

Please enter the circle
only from the school side
of Elmwood Road. Do not
leave your car while in
the clrcle.
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Parking Lot
Please park here
if you must leave

your car. \
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