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ZBA 92-12
Petition of Talbots
45 Church Street

Pursuant to due notice the Permit Granting Authority held a Public Hearing on
Thursday, February 20, 1992 at 8 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room (Conference
Room B) of the Town Hall, 525 Washington Street, Wellesley, on the petition of
TALBOTS requesting a variance from the terms of Section XXIIA and pursuant to the
provisions of Section XXIV-D of the Zoning Bylaw to allow installation of a second
wall sign with an area of 7.5 square feet at a height of 14 feet, which would
replace an existing wall sign on the ABBOTT STREET facade of its premises at 45
CHURCH STREET and the corner of ABBOTT STREET, in a Business District. Said sign
would exceed the maximum number of signs allowed for a business establishment.

On February 3, 1992, the petitioner requested a hearing before this Authority and
thereafter due notice of the hearing was given by mailing and publication.

Presenting the case at the hearing was Wade Halabi, who represented the sign
company, Arteffects, and the petitioner. Mr. Halabi said that Talbots has changed
its logo and would like to reflect the change by installing two new signs with the
same dimensions as the existing signs.

No other person present had any comment on the petition.

Statement of Facts

The subject property is located at 45 Church Street, on the corner of Abbott Street,
in a Business District. The property is owned by the Helen L. Fraser Trust, and is
has been leased and occupied by Talbots for over ten years.

In February, 1980, the petitioner appeared before the Board of Appeals requesting a
Special Permit, which was granted (ZBA 80-5), to erect a wall sign on the Abbott
Street facade of the building in addition to the allowed signage erected over each
of the store entrances on Church Street and Abbott Street. The Abbott Street
entrance to Talbots has since been closed and the sign above the entrance removed.

The petitioner is now requesting a variance to replace the two existing signs due to
a change in the store Togo. The second sign, Tocated on the Abbott Street facade
will be 7.5 square feet, at a height of 14 feet. The sign will bear the store logo
in cardinal red acrylic letters on a black background.

Drawings of the sign and storefront elevations dated November 25, 1991, revised
January 28, 1992, drawn by Arteffects, Inc. and photographs were submitted. A
letter in support of the petition was received from Marilyn Fraser, co-trustee of
the Helen L. Fraser Trust.
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On January 9, 1992, the Design Review Board reviewed the proposed signage plan and
voted to approve the plan as presented.

On February 11, 1992, the Planning Board reviewed the petition and voted to offer no
objection to the granting of the variance.

Decision

This Authority has made a careful study of the materials submitted. The petitioner
is requesting a variance from the provisions of Section XXIIA to replace a second
sign at its premises at 45 Church Street. This Authority is of the opinion that
there is a need for identification of the premises to traffic on both Church and
Abbott Street, and that the sign is in harmony with the general intent and purpose
of the Zoning Bylaw.

Therefore, a variance is granted to erect the proposed second sign on the Abbott
Street facade subject to installation in accordance with the submitted sign drawings
and elevations noted in the foregoing Statement of Facts.

The Buiiding Inspector is hereby authorized to issue a permit for the sign upon his
receipt and approval of an application. Said sign cannot be installed until this
LAWS, CHAPTER 40A, SECTION 17, AND

permit has been issued.
SHALL BE FILED WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER M%@
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APPEALS FROM THIS DECISION, IF ANY,
SHALL BE MADE PURSUANT TO GENERAL
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