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Pursuant to due notice the Board of Appesl held a publie hearing
in the hearing room on the second floor of the Town Hall at 8:15 p.m, an
June 27, 197h, on the petition of Wellesley College, requesting permission
to use the dwelling at 828 Washington Street, (formerly lmown as the Cheever
Estate) as & college or institute of an educatiomal charaster and such acces-
Sory uses as are customery in commection wlth such use.

The petitioner was represented at the hearing by Joseph Xisbala, Jr.,
Viee President for Business Affairs, who outlined in detail the netitionerts
request and the needs for it,

On Jume 5, 197k, the netitioner £iled its request for a hearing
before this Board md thersafter due notice of the hearing wes given by
mailing snd publication.

Dorothy S. Mummewell, 8642 Washington Street, stated that she had
no sbjection to the proposed use of the house, but felt that something should
be done to provide a better and safer entrance from Washington Streety at
present it is partially obstructed and could be dangerous.

Felix Juliani, Chairmen of the Board of Selectmen, stated thet the
Board favored the proposed request and that the Town will benefit generally
from the vroposed use of the property as the present tex basis will remain.

Letters favoring the request were received from: Minne I, Hmnewell
end Louisa Mmnewell, both abutting property owners.

The Planning Board in its report offered no objection te the change
in use requested, but suggested that vegetation be selectively cleared at the
driveway entyrance, and on college property generally in the area.

Statement of Facts

The proverty involved, which contains approximately 21 acres s 18
located within a Single-residence District reguiring a minimm lot area of
40,000 square feet, On the premises theve 18 a large woodeframe mansion,
formerly the Cheever Fstote, built about 189L, which has thirty-seven rooms
on four floors and basement. There is also a three~car garage, barn and
chauffeurs day roomares. The property swrrounding consists of woodland, open
field and swamp land.

The petitioner seels permission to convert and use the house inmvolved
for educational purposes. The principal use is to provide twenty~ive offices
for a maxirum of 35 to 50 people, plus meeting rooms and 2 seven-room spartment
for either a caretaker or a director who will be responsible and assoeiated
with the programs of the facility. The meximum occupancy wowld be four persons,
It is felt that this will provide needed security for the property. At some
future time, the petitioner may desirve to use the bullding a8 a center for an
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educationel institute, with the third floor of the Bmmwbem as
ledging space for 10 %o 12 people for the center, LRAMYS oy

It is now contenplsted, it wes stated, tmﬁmem@s ¥ Ziges
to be provided would be used by scholars carrying on research in SANE:

SORCSETLON
faculty members on sebbatical carrying on independent research, faculty em;riti
farmexrly associlated with the College and visiting scholars who may wish to
avall themselves of Wellesley Collese Iibrery and other campus facilities,

Some administrative offices of the College might also he shifted to the building.
“be operating schedule will be o novmel 8:00 a.m. to 5300 pPems Work day, Tt

was stated thal the proposed astivities of the facility are not expested to
generate significant ineresse in traffic, and that the off-stveet parking area
to be provided for 31 cars will adequately mecommodste the poasible mmber of
ears expected,

I is the beliefl of the petitimer aftor conferring with the Departuent
of Public Works and the Board of Heelth, that thave il be little impast upen
public utility sywtens, due to the proposed use of the houge snd the limited
daily schedule from §:00 awme to 5:00 pym. It appeurs that the wntor requires
ments can be provided,electiric power requivements are adeguate to serve the
inereascd loade, sewaze dizpossl 18 now provided by an on~site geptic disposal
system which appesrs to be adeguste Tor ths proposed use. If additional disposal
capacity is necessary, it will be built in sccordance with the reanirements of
the Wellesley Board of Health, itwas siated,

ihe petitioner believes thet the provosed use of the rroperty will
not reduce suhatantially the value of any property within the adjeoining
single~residence district and will nod otherwise be injurious, obnoxiocus op
offensive %o the neighborhood,

Seeision

The Board has gim careful censideration to this petition and finds
that there is at least & temporary need for the propozed use of the property,

While the Board is weluectant to authorise encrosshments into 2
restricted district, if this petition 1s denied, the result may well be a
deterloration of the property which witimately will depreciate the valve of
surrounding properties., In the spinien of this Board, the use of the
premises as deseribed, to provide offices for a meximm of 35 to 50 people,
plus an spartment to be occupied by not more than four people, 18 not likely
to prove detrimentsl to the neighborhood, and in this case, it appears that a
literel enforcement of the provisicns of the By-lasr st this time, would
involve pubstantial hardship to the petitioner and the property. It further
appears that desirable reliof may be pranted without any substantial detriment
to the public good and without null fying or substantially derepating from the
intent or purpose of the byelaw.

The house inwolved is on a narce)d containing aprroximately 2laascres,
It has been wnoccunied for o muber of yoars and is deberiorating both on its
interior and exterior. Prior to being acquired by the petitiomer in 1970,
it was occupled as a private home with domestic help sinee the time it was
built in 189l. Tt is the bellef of this Board that by the present-day
standards, & demand for its wse az single occupancy is limited at this tine,
and, therefore, it is the opinion of the Board, that eubject to the conditions
hereinalfter set forth, the proposed use will not only prove beneficial to bhe
petitioner but 4o the Toun generally,
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Accordingly, it is the unanimous opinion of the Bourd that per-
mission to use said awelling as requested can be granted fgp 2 o ad of
one year from the effective date of this declsion and the Flkndesop of 1 1
Bulldings is authorized o issue & permit for the interlor aliera ans ‘oW
said building in accordance with the plans submitted and ﬁd‘me 1@1‘% t§.§.s
Board subject to the following conditlons: & A

i, That all spplicable local and State By-laws shall be
complied with, with the exeception herein granted.

2, That not more tian twenityefive offices shall be provided
and ocoupled.

3, Thet not more than £ifty veople shall occupy the bullding
ot gny oue time,

i, That not more than & four-room apariment may be provided
which may be occupied by not more than four persons.

5, That, except for ordinery maintenance and repelrs, no
aiterations or additions shall be made to the house unless
permission 18 obbtained from the Board of Appeal.

6. That the petitioner shall comply with 21l requiremenits and
reaomnendations of the Boawd of Public Works and the Chief
Engineer of the Fire Depariment.

7. That a plan sball be submitted to this Board shaowling altera-
tiens to the entrance onto Washington Strect so as to provide
safe entrance sud exiting from the premises; seid nlan to be
approved in writing hy the Beerd of Appesl prior to occupancy
of the bullding.

3, That the sbove-mentioned approved use of the property, excepl
Ty the apartment,shall be in sesslon only during the hours of
8100 a.me o 5:00 pen., daily and shall not be used evenings.

9, That nc signs shall be erected wnless approved by the Board of
Ap‘p&&lu

10, That except in the kitchen of the proposed apariment, there
shall be no hot plates used or food prepared or served, excepl
for daily snecks which may be consumed in the offices.

Ii. That saic permission shell expire mme year from the effective
date of this decislon or mey be revoked for violatlon of any
condition bereof.

Filed with Town Clerk



