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Petition of Town of Wellesley

Purguant to due notice the Board of Appeal held a publice
hearing in the hearing room en the firast fleor of the Intermediate
Building at 32 Washington Street at 8125 p.m. on May 28, 1958, upon
the application of the Town of ¥ellesley for a special permit to cone
struct a Munieipal eleetric substation at 13l Weston Hoad for the
purpese of supplying the Towm, psriticularly its inhsbitents and other
customers located within the vieinity invelved, with electricity, as
provided under the provisions of 3ection 2 B 9 of the Zoning By-law,

Statement of ?aeta

The property involved is located within a Uenersl Residence
4ong, & gone in which the proposed use of the property is not permitied
unless a special permit is granted by the Board of Appeal after it finds
that the propesed request is reasonably necessery for the convenience or
welfare of the public, '

On May 2, 1958, the pelitioner filed an spplication with
the Board of Appeal seeking permission to construet & Municipsl electric
subgtation st the location invelved and thereafter due notice of the hear~
ing was given by mailing and publication. :

- At the hearing Willism R. Cook, Town Coungel, stated that he
was sppearing in behalf of the Town at the request of the Board of Public
Works. 7This is an applicstion, stated Mr, Cook, for a speecial permit
under the Zoning By-law for the construction and operation of mn electric
substation on land on Westen Road, in accordance with sn amendment adopted
at the 1958 Annmal Meeting snd approved by the Attormey General snd Town
Clerk,

Mr. Cook outlined in detail his reasoms for making the request
and referred to similar cases which were brought before the Department of
Public Utilities. He stated further that at the 1958 Annual Meeting the
Selectmen were authorized to purchase, teke by eminent domsin or otherwise
acquire the land described in the application, and gsuant to that vote
the Selectmen adopted an order of teking om April 1li, 1958 and it was
recorded with Nerfolk Deeds on April 18, 1958, and the Town beceme the owmer
of the land on the recerding of that order,

. "Horace V., Estey, Superintendent of Public Works for the Town
and Manager of the Municipal Lipght Plant, stated that the Mumicipal Lizht
Plant of the Town of Wellesley is the sole supplier of electrical energy
thereln. It distributed electrical energy to approximately 8,192 customers
as of December 31, 1957, who, in that year, purchased a total of L1,81k,119
k“hr'Sn - :

In recent years, steted Mr, Istey, the rapld growth of the
comminity, couplied with the greatly increased per capita use of electricity,
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has made it necessary for the Municipal Lisht Plamt to zreatly expand its
plant facilities in order that it might be able to meet the demands of the
area it serves, It is apperent, sififedNr.iBstey, thet the Munieipal Light
Plant must now provide sdditional transformer capaeity béfore 1960 if it is
to be prepared to supply the demand which will be imposed upen the system
by that time; until the present time, it was reasonable to provide increased
transformer capacity as it was needed by meking additional installations in
the area of the present substation, however, this substation now has &
total installed capacity of 17,500 KW, which is about as much as should
be permitted in one location. In recent years, stated Mr, Zstey, there has
been & sharp incremse in the use of electrical energy in the western part of
the Town and this load has severely taxed the facilities serving that ares;
therefore the transformer station should be located as nearby ss posgible
the center of the area to be served.

It is the request, therefore, of the Town, stated Mr, Estey,
to install the equipment in the extreme scuthwesterly corner of the lot
involved on Weston Road where the nearest point of the structure will be
sbout 173 feet from the nesrést house. In preparing the specifications
for the equipment, the Municipal lLight Plant stipulated thait the design
mist be such that the low hum heard from such epparatus would not exceed
a noise level of 67 decibels, There is no other location of sufficlent size in
this genersl srea, stated Mr, Sstey, which would accommodate this installation,
When the installation is complete, in a matter of five or six years, the
overhead structures now existing in the Veston Road area will be removed and
‘replaced by new underground construction., A graphic comparison of the KVA
demand with the firm relay capacity of the supply cables and with the installed
transformer capscity was submitted by Mr. Zstey,

Freneis A, Sulliven, 1L8 Weston Road, questioned the type of
building to be erected, the amount of noige which would result from the
proposed substation and whether it was proposed to landsecape around the
gtation.

, Gerald C. Colemen, representing Martha and Rose Doohan, cwners
of property at 135 Weston Road, also questioned the Board regarding the
type of substation it was proposed to erect, its lendscaping end just how
it would affect the neighborhoed.

John L., Orser, 1L0 Yeston Read, stated that he would like to
have some assurance that proper landscaping would be done as his property
abuts the land involved and he feels that he will be most affected by the
proposed staetion,

The Planning Board offered no objection in its report,
Conclusion

It is the unanimous opinion of this Bosrd that the Board of
Public Works has made an intensive study of the need of the proposed municipal
electric substation as well as its proposed loeation. It is apparent from
the information presented by the Town Counsel and the Superintendent of the
Public Works Department that the propesed structure is ressonazbly necessary
for the convenience and welfare of the public and that it will not prove
detrimental to surrounding properties.
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Aceordingly, the requested permission is granted and the
Ingpector of Bulldings ordered to issue a permit forthe construction
of a municipal electric substation in accordance with the plans submitted
and on file with this Board subject to the following conditions;

1., That a security fence at least six feet in height
shall be erected completely arcund the substation.

2. That the easterly snd northerly sides of the sub-
station shall be landscaped by planbting snd main-
taining fastegrowing evergresns outside the fence
at least four feet in height to serve ss a screen,

Filed with Town Clerk
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