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Town Willing to Look at Alternative Infills for Turf Fields

By Frank Luongo

Westport News

Article Launched:08/27/2007 11:09:54 AM EDT

Westport Parks and Recreation Director Stuart McCarthy said in a phone interview Wednesday that he would make the two existing synthetic turf fields in town available for environmental testing for potential outgassing and leaching from the rubber granules used on the fields as infill material.

He also said that he would be willing

to look at alternatives to the rubber infill material.

Regarding testing of the fields, McCarthy was responding to the release last weekend of the final report in a preliminary study by the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station (CAES), which has been conducting laboratory tests on the rubber granules.

Nancy Alderman, president of Environment and Human Health, Inc. (EHHI), the North Haven-based environmental advocacy group that commissioned the CAES study, said in an e-mail message Saturday that enough is now known from such testing about the health risks of rubber granules for schools and towns to stop installing "any more of these fields until a lot more is known."

The CAES report concludes that "under relatively mild conditions of temperature and leaching solvent, components of crumb rubber produced from tire volatize into the vapor phase and are leached into water in contact with the crumbs."

The report called for further studies of rubber granules "under both laboratory, but most especially field conditions," and specifically proposed air-sample collections above synthetic-turf fields at varying heights and seasonal conditions to determine if volatile compounds are migrating from the fields at levels that might pose health or environmental risks.

There is broad agreement, even among industry spokesmen, that the rubber granules used in the Westport fields contain a number of toxic chemicals, including known carcinogens, but there is continuing debate about whether the chemicals are likely to be released in normal use of the fields.

Now comes word from the Association of Synthetic Grass Installers (ASGi) that there is an alternative to the rubber granules that are used on fields here and elsewhere.

ASGi's executive director, Annie Costa, said in a telephone interview Wednesday that the alternative is a pellet of naturally quarried silica that is coated with an acrylic cover to contain dust, prevent compaction and give the fields the spring and resiliency required for sporting events.

She said that the pellets and the acrylic coating, in use on synthetic fields in this country, Canada and Europe for 14 months, are chemically inert and do not have toxic chemical properties.

After noting that the silica option is relatively recent, McCarthy said he would be open to exploring any and all advances in the manufacture of synthetic fields.

"This is an evolving technology and as better options become available, we'll consider them. But, right now this [the rubber granules] is the widely used technology," McCarthy said.
