New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection to study potential health impact of turf. November 23, 2007. Dr. Eileen Murphy is Director of the Division of Science, Research and Technology at New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection in Trenton. Recently, in a news story about the proliferation of artificial turf fields in North Jersey, she said artificial turf is “one of our emerging issues” because early research suggests children could be harmed by breathing the chemicals in the turf or by getting it on their skin or in their mouths. She expressed the hope that state’s DEP would study the potential health impacts within the next six months. Source: Colleen Diskin, “Critics worry about artificial turf’s impact on ecosystem,” in The Record, northern New Jersey, November 23, 2007, available at http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjczN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXkzJmZnYmVsN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk3MjI0OTg5JnlyaXJ5N2Y3MTdmN3ZxZWVFRXl5Mg. 

In the interim, the NJDEP is issuing permits for turf projects. Jeff Tittle, executive director of New Jersey Sierra Club thinks that is nuts. “So we're going to allow different places to install artificial turf and then we're going to study it? That makes no sense. What are you going to do -- have the kids who play on these fields act like guinea pigs?," he told NorthJersey.com. Ibid.
The proliferation of artificial turf fields in North Jersey is acute. Some 27 of 73 public and private high school football teams play on artificial turf. Turf is or will soon be in use on fields at six of the seven colleges and universities that have athletic programs in the area. Turf has also become the “rage” at municipal parks, taxpayers paying millions to have them installed. Ibid.

