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AG Pledges Funding For More Testing In Artificial Turf Debate
 By Amy Renczkowski , 

Published on 8/30/2007 

Hartford — Montville Superintendent David Erwin said Wednesday he is standing by his field in the debate over the safety of new artificial turf systems like the one installed at Montville High School.

Meanwhile, the state attorney general is no longer on the sidelines.

At a press conference Wednesday in Hartford, the nonprofit group Environment and Human Health Inc. of New Haven repeated a call for a moratorium on installing any new artificial turf fields that use ground-up rubber tires as part of the composition until more research is conducted. The organization also suggested that individuals have limited exposure to already-installed fields. 

Attorney General Richard Blumenthal on Wednesday pledged to provide $200,000 from the state over the next two years for additional testing.

Blumenthal urged parents and the school communities not to panic about the artificial turfs but to be aware of the potential effects. “There is a need for more studies, information and awareness,” he said. “This kind of particle can be dangerous to youth. They pose issues to health, and people need to be aware.” 

Erwin, who contacted the state Department of Public Health last week and was told there is no need to be alarmed, said he feels comfortable with information provided by the department. 

Testing has not been done with turfs from New London County. Erwin said he would invite the state to test the high school's athletic turf, “if there is cause for concern.” 

“Safety for our students is always our first priority,” Erwin said. 

A study released Aug. 17 showed significant amounts of four volatile organic compounds released into the air from material used in a type of similar artificial turf. Tests conducted at the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station showed that the compounds are being released into the air from the rubber pellets from ground-up tires that form the fill material of the turf. 

Environment and Human Health funded the $2,000 study. The organization also said it found recycled tire crumbs used on playgrounds and in mulch. 

Volatile organic compounds are chemicals that release gases into the air. Some of them can have short- or long-term health effects, according to the Environmental Protection Agency. The compounds enter the air from many sources, including gasoline and cleaning products.

David Brown, public health toxicologist for Environment and Human Health, said samples were taken from various artificial turfs with rubber pellets in Fairfield County. Brown said the amounts of compounds emitted from the tire crumbs in the study are significant. 

The compounds identified in the study are benzothiazole, hexadecane, 4-(tert-Octyl)-phenol and butylated hyroxyanisole. All four compounds are used in the manufacture of both natural and synthetic rubber tires.

Officials from Environment Human and Health said they received a number of inquires in the spring from parents who were concerned about health risks to their children from exposure to the ground-up tires found in their towns' synthetic turf fields. 

Such fields have been installed, or are being proposed, in towns all over Connecticut and other states. Both the Montville turf and a field at Connecticut College use ground-up tires as a fill material. 
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