Sprague Field Task Force Meeting Minutes – December 12, 2007

Location: Wellesley High School Library-Conference Room

Task Force members Present: Chris Guiffre (Chair), Tom Brown, Jane Neilson, Todd Himstead, Bill Charlton Carl Fleischer, Rick Bashian, Greg Mills, Curt Smith, Donna Dankner, Richard Morse, Mike Urban, Suzi Littlefield,  and Tom Harrington

Liaisons present: Marijane Touhy, Advisory, and Jack Morgan, CPC

Public: Mike Jennings. 

Mr. Guiffre called the meeting to order at 6:00.

The minutes from December 5, 2007 were approved as submitted.

 Mr. Guiffre recognized Greg Mills.  Mr. Mills distributed a motion in which the SFTF would:

1. recommend to the School Committee that it place an article on the Annual Town Meeting warrant to seek approval of a plan to achieve the required remediation of the Sprague Fields and to address the Town’s need for increased playing field capacity;

2. hold a public hearing on January 8, 2008 to obtain public input on the conceptual field layout and on the choice of playing field surfaces; and

3. recommend to the School Committee that it present one or both of two options to Town Meeting: one for construction of all or some portions of the Sprague Fields Master Plan and another for only a portion of the Sprague Fields Master Plan that would construct only fields 1,2 and the new softball field (with grass) and the improve the roadway to the School Department garage and adjacent parking.

The SFTF discussed Mr. Mills’ motion.

Mr. Guiffre recognized Tom Harrington. Mr. Harrington distributed a motion calling for synthetic fields on fields 2 and 3 of the Sprague Fields Master Plan.  Mr. Harrington’s motion was discussed.  Mr. Harrington withdrew his motion.

The SFTF unanimously adopted Mr. Mills’ motion in the following form: 

--That the Sprague Fields Task Force (SFTF) recommend to the School Committee that, before January 4, 2008, a warrant article be submitted for the 2008 Annual Town Meeting to seek Town Meeting approval of a plan to achieve the required remediation of the Sprague Fields and to address the Town’s need for increased playing field capacity.    

--That the SFTF hold a public hearing on January 8, 2008 to obtain public input on the conceptual field layout and on the choice of playing field surfaces to be recommended to the School Committee for achieving the required remediation of the Sprague Fields and for addressing the Town’s need for increased playing field capacity.

--That the School Committee propose to the 2008 Annual Town Meeting to achieve the required remediation under Multi-use Fields 1 and 2 through implementation of a master plan for Sprague Fields to be presented to the School Committee in January 2008 (the “Sprague Fields Master Plan”), such implementation to come in the form of one of the following two options:

Option A

An implementation of all or some portion of the Sprague Fields Master Plan that includes: (a) natural grass surfaces for all areas including Softball Field 1, except Multi-use Fields 2 and 3; (b) synthetic turf surfaces for Multi-use Fields 2 and 3, with the following three issues to be recommended by the SFTF after further consideration (i) the preferred type of synthetic turf, (ii) the financing plan, and (iii) the phasing of the implementation; (c) improvements in the roadway to the School Department garage and the adjacent parking; and (d) site preparation for the Sprague Elementary School playground.

or

Option B

An implementation of a portion of the Sprague Fields Master Plan that includes: (a) natural grass surfaces for Multi-use Fields 1 and 2 and Softball Field 1; (b) improvements in the roadway to the School Department garage and the adjacent parking; and (c) site preparation for the Sprague Elementary School playground.

Chairman Guiffre distributed PowerPoint slides proposed to be used in a presentation at the SFTF presentation to School Committee later that evening. The Task Force reviewed and commented upon the slides.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:22 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Harrington, 

