Sprague Field Task Force Meeting Minutes – September 26, 2007

Wellesley High School Library

Task Force members Present – Chris Guiffre (Chair), Donna Dankner, Tom Brown, Bill Charlton, Carl Fleischer, John Brown, Barbara McMahon, Richard Morse, Jane Neilson, Todd Himstead, Mike Urban, Greg Mills, Tom Harrington, Curt Smith, Richard Bashian

Mr. Guiffre called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

The minutes of the September 12th SFTF meeting were approved with minor changes.

Mr. Guiffre welcomed the many Wellesley residents present for the public hearing portion of the meeting and explained that the task force was established by the School Committee as a result of the listening session held in June. This public hearing is an extension of that session to be sure that all parties have an opportunity to voice their opinions. Mr. Guiffre then invited residents to come forward and speak.

Two high school varsity athletes expressed their support of synthetic turf fields due to the ability to play on them every day, in all types of weather, thereby achieving a better level of performance.

Next, a Sprague parent voiced his hope that the SFTF will work for a compromise solution to the remediation issue that would include a natural grass field immediately adjacent to the Sprague School. He expressed concern that the synthetic turf fields are not a safe as they are purported to be and hopes that the SFTF will explore the possibility of a different type of in-fill.

Another Sprague parent also expressed her opinion that the synthetic turf field should not be the first field encountered by the Sprague students upon leaving the building. Her hope would be that the field could be remediated with natural grass and maintained in the manner of the fields at Elm Bank.

It was pointed out that Elm Bank is run by the State and has very tight controls on the use of its fields. Varsity teams (and in some cases, middle school teams) are not permitted to use the Elm Bank fields due to the damage caused.

A Wellesley resident of over 12 years who is also a practicing physician of over thirty years expressed his opposition to the use of synthetic turf fields at Sprague fields because of potential carcinogens and toxicity. He feels strongly that the children in Wellesley should be protected.

A Sprague parent and neighbor feels that the argument that the fields could be used in all seasons is not a compelling argument for synthetic turf in that the fields are already used heavily year-round, that weather conditions have little impact. She also feels a compromise that would place natural turf next to the Sprague school needs to be considered.

A resident of Wellesley who coaches in various youth programs, expressed his opposition to the use of turf, stating his real concerns are environmental in nature but also thinks that Town will not really gain much by installing synthetic turf: a very small percentage of athletes will benefit in any way.

A Sprague parent whose property abuts the Sprague fields expressed his concern that the Sprague students  will be squeezed out of use of the fields, that they already have to share the fields with the Middle School, and that the school will have no recourse over the “tenants” of the fields. His hope is that the Town will take a holistic approach to the playing fields issue and that the NRC will make a statement as to its position.

A resident of Oak Street expressed his concern over the potential for lights at Sprague Field and the additional ambient light in the area. He was also concerned about adding anything new without examining traffic issues.

A resident of sixteen years who has coached his four children in a variety of youth sports expressed his support for the installation of synthetic turf at the Sprague fields and expressed concern that the fields are even being used at this point since they are so dangerous. He encouraged the SFTF to put the question to the vote of the entire Town.

A Sprague parent and 13-year resident of the Town expressed his concern that the conversion of Sprague field to synthetic turf will effect the multi-use aspect of the fields.

Following the public hearing, the SFTF heard presentations from the three finalists for the consultant portion of the remediation project.  Each consultant made a presentation and answered a variety of questions from the members of the SFTF.

Following the presentations by the consultants, the members of the SFTF conducted a preliminary straw vote.  Based on the results of the vote, it was determined that further discussion of the relative merits of the consultants would be necessary at the next meeting of the SFTF.

Finally, the SFTF discussed the source of funds to pay the consultant. As CPC money is not available and no Town boards have made funds available, it was decided Chris Guiffre will present a request to the Advisory Committee on Saturday in preparation for a vote by the Special Town Meeting in November. A discussion of timing and the delay in moving forward this presents followed.

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 p.m.

