SPRAGUE FIELD TASK FORCE
MEETING MINUTES – NOVEMBER 8, 2007

Wellesley High School Library Conference Room

Task Force members present:  Chris Guiffre (Chair),Tom Brown, Todd Hinstead, 

Suzi Littlefield, Carl Fleisher, Bill Charlton, Curt Smith, John Brown, Michael Urban, Marijane Tuohy.

The meeting was called to order at approximately 7:04 p.m.  
The minutes from the previous meeting were approved.

Mr. Guiffre introduced two guests, Roger Regnier and John Smitka, both residents of Highland Road.  Both Mr. Regnier and Mr. Smitka remained for approximately one-half the meeting observing the discussions.  Mr. Regnier initially expressed his thanks for being invited to the meeting, but did not express any opinions during the course of the meeting.  Mr. Smitka, at the point he left the meeting, commented that he felt that Gale Associates’ proposed plans were on the right path but that final plans should not include a roadway through the field or have handicapped parking spaces at the base of the hill near the tennis courts, due to concerns about vehicular traffic crossing the fields and the possibility of injury to pedestrians.    
Next, the Committee discussed adding additional Donizetti Street, Highland Road or other neighbors from adjacent streets to the SFTF.  Members were asked to consider ways to provide notice of SFTF meetings to these additional neighbors and about the possibility of asking someone from this constituency to be a formal SFTF representative.  No decisions were reached on these issues.  
Next, Bill Seymour of Gale Associates (“Gale”) presented various schematic layouts for Sprague Field.  Mr. Seymour prefaced his comments by first discussing the existing use of Sprague Field.  He then discussed various goals that Gale took into account in preparing the schematic layouts.  After this, one by one, 12 separate schematic layouts were reviewed, with members providing comments regarding each proposal.  A Sprague Field Schematic Layout Comparison Matrix was provided by Gale, which the members used to chart field usage for the Spring Season, the Fall Season, and to list advantages and disadvantages concerning the various schematic layouts.  At the end of this discussion, the members recommended that Gale narrow the focus of its planning to Plan 1C, and Plan 5.  Plan 5 was actually a new plan which Gale had not distributed prior the meeting, but which was favorably reviewed at the meeting.  In addition, Gale was requested to prepare a new Plan 1F and a new Plan 5F, which would change certain features of Plan 1C and Plan 5 dealing with alternative locations for baseball diamonds, the softball field and the playground.  These fresh plans will be presented at a later meeting for further review by the SFTF.

Chris Guiffre then advised that SFTF would not be able to have the assistance of ENSR to provide consulting services regarding the health and safety of synthetic fields.  ENSR and the Town were unable to agree on a limitation of liability provision in the contract between the ENSR and the Town, and as a result, ENSR will not go forward.

As a result of the loss of ENSR, the SFTF next discussed how it would deal with health and environmental issues concerning synthetic turf fields in the absence of a retained expert.  It was decided that the SFTF needed to address these issues and be in a position to provide some recommendation as to the health and environmental impact of synthetic turf fields, particularly since these concerns must be addressed as a necessary predicate to deciding whether to recommend synthetic turf fields, and because such concerns were highlighted by various citizens at Town meeting in the past, and in the event synthetic turf fields were recommended, would need to be addressed again at Town meeting.  The SFTF decided to establish a subcommittee to research these issues and prepare a presentation for the SFTF.  A Health and Environment Sub Group was formed consisting of Mike Urban, Tom Brown and Curt Smith.  No agenda was set for its work.  
Next, there was discussion of whether the schematic layouts by Gale and the proposed work by Gale were such that Gale would be able to complete its design and budgeting tasks and make final layout recommendations in a timely manner, particularly in the event one or more synthetic fields were ultimately recommended by SFTF.   Curt Smith volunteered to discuss these issues with Gale and report back to the Committee regarding his findings.

Finally, there was brief discussion concerning the timetable for future meetings, but no decisions were made.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:30 p.m.    

