Sprague Field Task Force Meeting Minutes – October 3, 2007

Wellesley High School Library

Task Force Members Present: Chris Guiffre (Chair), Suzi Littlefield, Larry Izzo, Richard Morse, Greg Mills, Barbara McMahon. Curt Smith, Todd Himstead, Tom Brown, Carl Fleischer, Bill Charlton

Invited guest: Mike Pakstis, Department of Public Works

Mr. Guiffre called the meting to order at 6:04 p.m.

The minutes of the September 26 meeting were approved.

Mr. Guiffre reported that he had presented to the Advisory Committee the SFTF request to Town Meeting for funds for consultant fees. The feedback from Advisory is that while they are supportive of the SFTF, they do not expect that they would support funds to hire a consultant to develop a master plan for the Sprague Fields complex. Advisory encourages the SFTF to spend money on so-called toxicology issues, but those funds should not be requested from the Special Town Meeting. Advisory will not supply any funds from the reserve fund because they believe the reserve fund is only for emergencies. 

The “tin cup” approach of obtaining funding was discussed: seeking money from a variety of sources in Town. The role CPC may or may not be able to play in this approach was discussed. 

This lead to a discussion of whether or not the SFTF should continue to pursue the concept of a master plan. It was pointed out that there may be some difficulty in selling the concept of a master plan to Town Meeting when there are so many other pressing needs in Town. The general feeling among task force members is that the master plan is still a good idea for a variety of reasons, including the possibility of doing some private fundraising to finance the larger project. It was agreed that the SFTF will still explore ways to pursue a master plan, but that the remediation of the former dump site must be the first step of any master plan. 

The SFTF voted to recommend that the School Committee withdraw the warrant article for the Special Town Meeting requesting funding for a consultant. 

It was agreed that members of the SFTF will pursue funding opportunities from various Town entities (e.g., Board of Selectmen, School Committee, DPW, CPC) to pay the consultant fees to (a) perform design work for the two fields in need of remediation and (b) move forward on a master plan.  The Town could also utilize a sum of money (approximately $11,000) remaining on the Gale Associates contract from last year to develop bid documents for possible remediation scenarios including two synthetic turf/one natural grass fields, one natural grass/one synthetic turf fields, two natural grass fields or two synthetic turf fields.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

