SFTF Meeting Minutes – January 23, 2008
Wellesley High School Library Conference Room

SFTF Members Present: Chris Guiffre, Tom Brown, Lenny Izzo, Carl Fleischer, Rick Bashian, Suzy Littlefield, Tom Harrington, Barbara McMahon, Mike Urban, Todd Himstead, Jane Neilson

Invited Guest: Bill Seymour, Gale Associates

The meeting was called to order at 7:10. The minutes from the SFTF meeting of January 16, 2008 were approved with minor changes.

Mr. Guiffre opened the meeting with a discussion of alternative infill options for synthetic turf.  One option discussed was Nike Grind but was ruled out as a possibility. Nike Grind is made from recycled sneakers and the rubber soles of the sneakers are made with EPDM which has some characteristics that could be worse than tire crumb from a health and environmental standpoint.
The conversation then turned to TPE and the various manufacturers of TPE. Tom Brown reported on his research of EcoFill, a TPE product made by MondoTurf, used widely in other countries but less in the United States. (Mr. Brown reported there are installations using EcoFill at PolyPrep in Brooklyn, NY, a field at the University of DuBuque and a high school field in Skokie, Illinois.)
Bill Seymour agreed to look into the various TPE products in more detail and cautioned that writing the bid specifications for a TPE infill will be difficult because of the lack of experience with that type of infill. He did assure the SFTF that g-max requirements for synthetic turf fields are written into the contracts and testing for g-max changes occurs at the one-year mark and every year for the life of the warranty regardless of the infill.
The SFTF then unanimously agreed to recommend to the School Committee  that the bid specifications for the two synthetic turf fields at Sprague require the use of a TPE infill product that is substantially equivalent to or better than TerraXPS infill as relates to safety, environmental and health performance factors.
Mr. Guiffre then asked Mr. Harrington to update the task force on discussions with the youth sports user groups on the role of user fees in financing a portion of the Sprague Field project. Mr. Harrington reported that the group is discussing a plan that is basically the same as one proposed last year, with the basic $15 per athlete user fee ($5 of which would go into a field replacement fund) and a $12.50 surcharge which will be applied to the debt service of the project. (If there is no debt acquired for the project, this $12.50 will not be charged.) Mr. Harrington pointed out that the numbers are based on 6,000 users and does not assume any growth in numbers of participants. 

The SFTF then reviewed in detail the Draft Master Plan document assembled by Gale Associates.  The SFTF discussed its comments and incorporated appropriate edits to the Draft Master Plan.  Mr. Guiffre agreed to incorporate the edits and the enclosures from Gale to produce a final version of the Master Plan.  
The SFTF briefly discussed other business.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
