SFTF Meeting Minutes – January 16, 2008
Wellesley High School Library/Conference Room

SFTF Member Present: Chris Guiffre, Greg Mills, Bill Charlton, Carl Fleischer, Richard Morse, Tom Harrington, Suzy Littlefield, Barbara McMahon, Rick Bashian, Lenny Izzo, Tom Brown, Curt Smith

Guests: Kim Mahoney, Oak Street resident, Mike Resmini, Oak Street resident, and Tilde Miller, Oak Street resident; Bob Finnegan, Oak Street resident, Mike Jennings The meeting was called to order at 7:09 p.m.

The minutes of the January 8 and January 9, 2008 SFTF meetings were approved with minor changes.

An updated schedule of future SFTF meetings was distributed.

Mr. Guiffre invited guests present to speak. Mrs. Mahoney outlined her questions and concerns, and Messrs. Guiffre and Smith attempted to answer some of her questions. One of Mrs. Mahoney’s concerns was the usage policy for the fields; Mrs. Mahoney was encouraged to bring her concern regarding usage policy to the Playing Fields Task Force and the School Committee.

The discussion then focused on the information received from vendors regarding alternative infill products. Mr. Morse and Mr. Harrington reviewed their visit to Bridgewater to see an indoor field with one alternative. The SFTF decided that synthetic turf products with no infill materials were not an option, and also ruled out FlexSand as an alternative. It was decided that further investigation of both TPE and Nike Grind products were required and would be discussed further at the next meeting. The SFTF gave permission to Mr. Fleischer to interface with Gale Associates to coordinate with Gale and the DPW on moving forward with design documents and preparations for site plan review with the Zoning Board of Appeals and for design review with the Design Review Board.
Mr. Charlton reported that he had met with DPW and the Town Engineer to discuss the schedule to present the project to the Zoning Board of Appeals; he reported that design documents need to be at the ZBA by February 6. The Design review Board will review the project either February 13 or Feb. 27; ZBA on March 20.  It was agreed that Mr. Charlton should proceed with scheduling the appropriate hearings.

Following a break, Mr. Mills outlined the options for funding from the Town for the project.  The SFTF discussed the various options and the amount of funding from the Town.  Mr. Mills then discussed funding from CPC.  The SFTF discussed the need for a majority vote of Town Meeting if CPC decided to recommend the use of CPA funds for the project.
The discussion then turned to the role user fees from the youth sports programs could play in funding the project. Mr. Fleischer gave an overview of how fees are set, how that money is used and the role user fees would have played in the Sprague Fields proposal from last year.  There was a lengthy discussion regarding user fess and a replacement fund and whether or not current user fess should be used for replacement costs in fifteen years. There was some discussion as to the Town’s financial contribution to a potential project as well as the potential contribution of user fees from high school athletes and donations from booster clubs.

There was some discussion about the proposed concession stand/bathroom portion of the project and the role of the Permanent Building Committee. Mrs. Littlefield will follow up on that question.

Mr. Guiffre asked that all members of the SFTF review the draft master plan that was circulated and come prepared at the next meeting to discuss it. He also asked that members come prepared to have a full discussion regarding alternative infill products. Members were invited to volunteer to help with upcoming SFTF presentations.
The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

