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ZBA 97-94
Petition of Decelle
50 Central Street

Pursuant to due notice, the Special Permit Granting Authority held a Public Hearing on
Thursday, October 30, 1997 at 8 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room (Conference Room
B) at the Town Hall, 525 Washington Street, Wellesley, on the petition of DECELLE
requesting the following Special Permits pursuant to the provisions of Section XXIIA and
Section XXV of the Zoning Bylaw for signage to 1dent1fy the premlses at-50 CENTRAL
STREET, in a Business District:

1. To exceed the allowed height of 20 feet by placing the externally illuminated 44.75
square foot sign at a height of 23.5 feet on the CENTRAL STREET facade.

2. To exceed the allowed height of 20 feet by placing the externally illuminated 22.1
square foot sign at a height of 23 feet on the rear facade facing CHURCH STREET.

3. To exceed the allowed area of 50 square feet by installing two wall signs with a total
area of 66.85 square feet.

On October 14, 1997, the petitioner filed a request for a hearing before this Authority, and
thereafter, due notice of the hearing was given by mailing and publication.

Presenting the case at the hearing was Michael Bass of Sign Concepts Group, who
represented Decelle. Mr. Bass said that Decelle has shrunk the size of both signs and now
are under the allowed 50 square foot area. _The signs are lower and smaller than the
previous Filene’s Basement signs.

No other person present had any comment on the petition.

Statement of Facts

The subject premises, located at S0 Central Street, in a Business District, are owned by the
Helen L. Fraser Trust, and leased by Decelle. The-premises were originally leased by
Filene’s and later by Filene’s Basement. During its tenancy, each retail establishment had
larger signs in approximately the same locations as requested by the petitioner.
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The petitioner’s legally noticed request was for Special Permits to install‘a’ “44.75 square _foq
sign at a height of 23.5 feet on the front facade and a 22.1 square foot sign,at & h@ghtoﬁ &T
feet on the rear facade. The signs would exceed the allowed height of 20 feet and the total
area of 50 square feet.

Subsequent to the meeting on October 9, 1997 with the Design Review Board, the petitioner
decided to reduce the area of both signs. The sign on the Central Street facade will be 25.65
square feet at a height of 22 feet; the sign on the Church Street facade will be 16.16 square
feet at a height of 24.5 feet. The total area of the two signs has been reduced to 41.8 square
feet, which is less than the allowed area of 50 square feet. Therefore, a Special Permit for
the total area of the signage to exceed 50 square feet is no longer necessary.

Drawings of the front and rear signs, sections and elevations dated 2/6/97, drawn by Sign
Concepts' Group; revisions with the same date showing the new dimensions and facade
locations of the two signs; and photographs were submitted.

On October 9, 1997, the Desjgn Review Boa:ci reviewed the proposal for the two wall signs.
The recommendations of the Design Review Board were amenable to the petitioner and the
DRB voted to approve the proposal as modified.

On October 21, 1997, the Planning Board reviewed the petition and had no objection to
granting the requested Special Permits.

Decision

This Authority has made a careful study of the materials submitted and the information
presented at the hearing. The petitioner is requesting a Special Permit for the 25.65 square
foot sign fronting Central Street to be installed at a height of 22 feet, and the 16.16 square
foot sign on the facade facing Church Street to be installed at a height of 24.5 feet. The
height of both signs exceeds the allowed height of 20 feet.

It is the opinion of this Authority that the proposed height of each sign can be allowed. Prior
tenants have had larger signage at approximately the same height, as the design of the
building requires signage in the requested location.

Therefore, a Special Permit is hereby granted, as voted unanimously by this Authority at the
Public Hearing, for both signs to exceed the allowed height of 20 feet, subject to installation
in accordance with the revised plans.

The Inspector of Buildings is hereby authorized to issue permits for installation of the two
signs upon receipt and approval of applications and whatever additional plans he deems are
necessary. No sign shall be installed prior to the issuance of these sign permits.
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APPEALS FROM THIS DECISION,

IF ANY, SHALL BE MADE PURSUANT
TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 40A,
SECTION 17, AND SHALL BE FILED
WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER THE DATE
OF FILING OF THIS DECISION IN
THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.
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The electrical equipment and components used
in the fabrication of this sign must meet the
Standard for Salety for Electric Signs as
published in UL-48 by the Underwriters
Laboratories, Inc.

The installation “of this electric sign and/or
display must meet the Standard for Safety for
Electric Signs as published in UL-48 by the
Underwriters Laboratories, Inc.
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LAYOUT FOR IDENTIFICATION LETTERS WITH SILHOUETTE TYPE ILLUMINATION

14" hick clear Ploxiglas -—|
backing

Short lube supports |

White neon tublng (Bend -~ ¥

Uacks / crossovers on lop) 6

1/4°@ Aluminum mounting studs
(Average 4 per laller)

DETAIL A-A: TYPICAL SECTION THRU LETTER

COLOR SCHEME:-

Letter faces and returns to match P.M.S.
#300 blue. (Translucent vinyl 3630-167

bright blue)

Angular stripes - white.
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AREA OF SIGN:-
Existing sign 4.0'x 12.0' = 48.0 sq/ft
Proposed sign  3.5'x 12.4' = 43.4 sq/ft
= The Identification sign project shown
here shall be fabricated and installed in
accordance with all national and/or local
_ code requirements or the authority hav-
L —7 Ing jurisdiction. 2
| o =i
Eq¥d 174 y, Eq®
L Gl !
T T 11 &
= EEE] || Decelle
- ———— > .. <
- =T
R
| i ' N
"
— e L —
— P

FRONT ELEVATION WITH SIGN POSITION

1/8"=1'-0"

Do not scale. Written dimensions shall
have precedence over scale in all cases.
‘Mechanical distortion may be present.

© Copyright 1997, Sign Concepts Group, Inc., Randolph, MA - AXl Rights Reserved.

This Is an odginal unpublished drawing. It has been created for your personal use in
‘connection with a project being planned for you by Sign Concepts Group. As such, It is
protectad under existing Federal ant-plagiarism lawa and excepting registersd ¥ade marks,
shall remain the exclusive property of Sign Concepts Group untl a satis!ackry purchase
agreement ls made. It is not 1o be ahown 1o snyone outslde your organization, nor ks K o be
used, reproduced, copled or exhibited in any form or manner whatsoever, Acosptance of this
drawing shall be desmed acknowledgement and acosplance of thass terms and conditions.

ACCEPTED BY DATE

REVISIONS
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