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Petition of Wellesley Congregational Church
2 Central Street

Pursuant to due notice, the Permit Granting Authority held a Public Hearing on
Thursday, November 29, 1990, at 8 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room (Conference
Room B) of the Town Hall, 525 Washington Street, Wellesley, on the petition of the
WELLESLEY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH requesting a variance from the terms of Section
XXIIA and pursuant to the provisions of Section XXIV-D of the Zoning Bylaw to allow
its proposed replacement standing sign, consisting of two 16.5 square foot signs,
each with a 3 square foot quarterboard, said signs to be suspended between 3 posts
at right angles to each other at a height of 5 feet, to be located 3 feet from the
property line, which is less than the minimum setback allowed by Special Permit.
The property is Tocated at 2 CENTRAL STREET on the corner of WASHINGTON STREET, in a
Business District.

Presenting the case at the hearing was Gretchen Morrison, representing the Wellesley
Congregational Church. Mrs. Morrision presented a site drawing showing the
locations of both the existing and the proposed signs. The new sign would be
located in approximately the same place as the existing one.

Mrs. Morrision said that the sign is necessary to identify the church for new
members and out-of-town guests. The two sides are necessary as churchgoers approach
the church, which has frontage on two streets, from Washington Street, Crest Road

and Central Street.

The Board noted that the Planning Board had recommended that the sign be located 5
feet from the property line, which would require a Special Permit rather than a
variance.

No other person present had any comment on the petition.

Statement of Facts

The subject property is located at 2 Central Street on the corner of Washington |
Street, in a Business District.

The Wellesley Congregational Church is requesting a variance to erect a standing
sign, which would replace the existing standing sign, at a minimum clearance of 3
feet from the property line. The proposed sign will consist of two 16.5 square foot
wooden signs, each with a 3 square foot quarterboard, to be suspended between 3
posts at right angles to each other, at a height of 5 feet. The lettering will be
gold leaf letters on a black background.

A drawing of the sign by Heron Company; a site plan showing the location of the
sign; and photographs were submitted.
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The Design Review Board reviewed the proposed sign on November 8, 1990, and voted to
accept the sign design and support the variance petition.

The Planning Board, on November 19, 1990, voted to recommend denial of the variance
request and suggested that the petitioner request a Special Permit to erect the
standing sign at a minimum distance of 5 feet from the property line.

Decision
This Authority has made a careful study of the evidence presented.

The petitioner is requesting a variance from the setback requirements to erect a
standing sign to identify the Wellesley Congregational Church.

It is the opinion of this Board that the granting of this variance be denied as
there is no hardship sufficient to allow the sign to be placed at a distance of 3
feet from the lot Tine. The Board is of the further opinion that the granting of
said variance would derogate from the intent and purpose of the Zoning Bylaw.

However, the Board is of the opinion that the granting of a Special Permit for the
sign to be Tocated no closer than 5 feet from the lot line would be in harmony with
the intent and purpose of Section XXIIA of the Zoning Bylaw.

Therefore, a Special Permit is hereby granted for the proposed sign at 2 Central
Street subject to construction in accordance with the drawing submitted and subject
to the following condition:

1. Said sign shall be erected no closer than 5 feet from the lot Tine on Central
Street.

The Inspector of Buildings is hereby authorized to issue a permit for the sign upon
his receipt and approva] of an application.

APPEALS FROM THIS DECISION, IF ANY,
SHALL BE MADE PURSUANT TO GENERAL thﬁ A. Donovan,%;;ﬁﬁjgha1 ﬁfh

LAWS, CHAPTER 40A, SECTION 17, AND
SHALL BE FILED WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF FILING OF THIS DECISION

IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK. Kenda1] P. Bates
cc: Planning Board ¢%;}léi. (T) <
Inspector of Buildings 452“55? .
edg - | “ Robert R. Cunningham ()
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