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Petition of Wellesley College

Pupsuant to due notice the Special Permit Granting Authority held a
public hearing in the hearing room on the second floor of the Town Hall ab
8:15 p.m. on July 7, 1977, on the petition of Wellesley College reguestin
a specisl permit under the provisions of Section XXV and Section II 8. (b%
of the Zon By~law, which will allow the spplicami to continue to use the
puilding at 828 Washington Street, (Formerly known as the Cheever Estate) as
a college or institute of an educational character and such accessory uses
a5 are customary in connection with such use.

on June 10, 1977, the petitioner filed its request for s hearing
before this Board and thereafter due notice of the hearing was given by
malling and publication.

The petitioner was represented ab the hearing by John W. Hartley,
Vice President for Pinancial and Business Affairs, who spoke in suppord of
the request.

Also speaking in support of the request was Carclyn Elliott, Director
of the Center.

Statement of Facls

The property involved, wiich contains approximately 21 acres, is
located within a Single Residence District requiring a minimum lot area of
140,000 square feet, On the premises there is a large wood=frame mansion,
formerly the Cheever Estate, built aboub 1894, which has thirty-seven rooms
on four floors and basement. There is also a three-car garage, barn and
chauffeuris day room ares. The property surromding consists of woodland,
open f£ield and swamp land.

The petitioner seeks a renewal of the permit granted by the Board of
Lppeal a year ago and vequests limited modifications of the conditions imposed

Tn addition to the continuation of the programs granted under the
special permit a year ago, the petitioner requests permission to renovate part
of the third floor to provide seven additional offices sc that the researchers
may continue their work. These seven offices and the three that will be vacated
during the summer, will provide adequate space for the projects of the eleven

gtaff mewbers to be added“ H “. “

The petitioner furthep reduesis,fod fication of the conditions
which would ellow the installgt ‘9‘ pye for preparation of ‘tea, coffee
and light snacks for staff. evenwonld be used only as described for

Lon
Thegst
gtaff members and would prove a great convenience, it was stated.
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It was explained that some of the services have secured additional
funding which will require additional space and other projects are
scheduled to begin in September 1977. Because of these new and expanded
projeets, it was stated, 1t will require hiring additional staff members
as well as parte~time and full time secretaries. However, because of this
requested expansion, it is felt that no seriocus impact on traffic will
result due 1o the flexible hours of the work program, a nd that the parking
area 1s more than adequate to accommodate the additiemal cars which may be
involved.

Decdision

It is the opinion of this Board that there is a real need for the
continued use of the property az an Institute of an educational character
and such accessory uses as are customsry in comnection with such use, and
that such use is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the Zening
Byw~law, and subject to the conditions hereinafier imposed, will not substane
tially reduce the value of any property within the District or otherwise
injure the neighborhood.

The Board has given careful consideration to the reguest for certain
modifications of the conditioms imposed in the permit gzrented in 1976, and
finds that permission can be given to renovate part of the third floor as
requested and shown on the plans submitted, and that the additional staff
members and secretaries as requested, may be added.

The Board, however, cannot find that the request for the installation
of a stove, even for limited use, can be granted. In i%s opinion, the
instellation of a stove, is not an accessory or necessary use for the con-
duct of offices to be used as and in connection with a Center for Research
on Women in Higher Education and the Professions.

Accordingly, the requested permission to increase the number of offices
and to renovate the third floor to provide additional offices, as well as
inerease the number of staff members and secretaries, is hereby granted, sube
Ject to the conditions set forth below:

l. That all applicable local and State By=-laws shall be
complied with, with the exception herein granted.

2. That not more than thirty offices shall be provided
and occupied,

3. That not more than fifty people shall occupy the build-
ing at any one time.

L. That not more than a four-room apartment may be provided
which may be ocgupied by not more than four persons,

5. That, except for ordinary maintenance and repairs,; no
alterations or additions shall be made to the building
unless per sion i qhiﬂf from the Zoning Board of

Appeals. “
6.

T+ That the renovations shall be made in accordance with the
plans drawn by Ronald Gourley - Carleton K. Richmond, Archi-
tects, dated August 29, 197k and revised July 28, 1975.
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8« That the above-mentioned approved use of the
property, except for the apartment, shall be in
segsion only during the hours 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 pe.,
dally and shall not be used evenings.

9« That no signs, except the sign approved by this
Board, shall be erected on the premises.

10, That except in the kitchen of the mpartment, there
shall be no hot plates used or food prepared or
served, except for daily snacks which may be cone
sumed in the offices.

1l, That said permission shall expire one ysar from
the effective date of this decision or may be ree
voked for viclation of any condition hereof,

Filed with Tovm Clerk

Copies of the decision and all plans referred to in the decision have been
filed with the Plamning Board and with the Town Clerk.

0 100 Wi
ETRerE 9
£ v ? D
HECEIAED




