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Petition of the Mawsus Club

The Board of Appeul held a public hearing in the hesaring room
on the second floor of the Town Hall at 8:45 p.m. on February 17, 1977, on
the petition of the Maugus Club, requesting permission to lease pariving
spaces on the premises of the Maugus Club, located at LO Abbott Road, as
provided under Section XXIV-E of the Zoning Ry-lsw.

On December 17, 1976, the petitioner filed iis reguest for a hear-
ing before this Board and thereafter dus notice of the hearing was given by
malling and publication,

Walter F. Greeley, president of the Maugus Club, spoke in support
of the request and explained in detsil the reaswme why he felt that the proe
posed parking lot would not anly provide off-street pariing space for the
Wellesley Hille merchants during peak howrs, but albo would benefit tie Club
by utilizing the space during daytime hours when it is usually vecant.

Henry D. White, attorney, representing fourteen families in the
neighborhood, outlined in detail thelr veasans for opposing the regquest.
He stressed the increased traffic, which he felt would result from the
proposed use of the property, the risk to school children attending the
Phillips school and the detrimental result to properties in the neighbore
hood by the introduction of a business use in the area.

Letters favoring the request were received from Lee Chevrolet Co.,
Inc., 336 Vashingbon Street and Alfred A+ Fraser, 330 Washington Street.

Alletter opposing the request was received from Willard Woodruff,
principal of the Alice L. Phillips School.

4 letter was received from the Board of Selectmen, in which 1t took
no pesition an the question of whether or not permission should be granted, but
wished to go on record that if permission is granted, conditions be imposed to
require landscaplng on sald parking lot.

A petition,signed by thirty-seven residents of the neighborhood,
was submitted opposing the request,

A number of persons appesred abt the hesring, all speaking in
opposition to the request.

Stetenent of Facts

The property involved, containing 68,321 square feet, i3 located
within a Jingle Residense Distriet, a district in which, smong other uses »
& club, except a club the chief activity of which is & service customayily
carvied on a5 & business, iz permitted, and sueh 8ccessory uses as are cusice
marily cerried on as a business.



Petition of the Maugua Club o

The Maugus Club has been in existence for over seventy-five
years and is a duly incorporated organiszation, the chief activities of
which are soclel snd the services of which are not performed as a business,
' The Olyb.now seeks permission to lease twenty-nine parking spaces
thm and ‘Orployees of Wellesley Hills merchants during normal day-
‘working hours.

It was stated at the hearing that the petitiomer has been asked
by the merchants in the Wellesley Hills area to allow their customers and
employees, for a nominal fee, to park their cars on the petitioner's park-
ing lot during peak business hours. A similaer vequest was made sometime
ago, it was stated, and arrangements were made by the petitioner %o provide
the requested parking spaces, however, notification was received from the
Bullding Inspector that such use of the property was in violation of the
Zoning By-law and would have to cesse immediately.

The Club now has a problem, it was stated, with the general public
parking on the lot without permission and it is felt that if the Bowrd will
allow the proposed use as requested, it will relieve pressures in the business
area and will also prove beneficial to the merchants and townspeople, It is
further felt that the proposed use of the property will not aggravate traffic
in the area to any great extent as it is proposed to close off the entrance
to Seawsrd Road, thus having the traffic enter and exit onto Abboit Road and
then go in either of two directions.

A plan of the proposed parking lot was submitted which showed the
gpaces to be leased as well as those to be available for Maugus Club use.

Decelsion

The Board has made a careful study of the evidence submitted, has
taken a view of the locus, and has given consideration to the probable
increase in traffic which may result from the proposed use of the parking
lot, especially with respect to the traffic in the immediate neighborhood.

Under the provisions of Section XXIV-E of the Zoning By-law, this
Board mey grant temporary and conditional permits for noneconforming uses in
any district in the Town for e period of not more then one year at & time,
providing it finds that the proposed use will not reduee the valus of any
property within the distriet, or otherwise injure ths neighborhood.

It is the opinion of this Board that the introduction of & business
use, such as requested, into 2 single residence district, would be unddsirable
and detrimental to the neighborhood. There is no question, in its epinion,
that additionsl treffic would be generated in the ares especially when there
is normally heavy traffic on Abbott Road, The Club's activities s which are
permisgible within the district, from necessity create additional traffic
within the neighborhood, and it is the opinion of this Board, that to allow
additionel parking on the premises, would be injurious to the residential
character of the neighborhood and would derogate Ifrom the intent and purpose
of the Zoning By-law,

dismisged.
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