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TOWN OF WELLESLEY

Petition of the Town of Wellesley

Pursuant to due notice the Board of Appeal held & public hear-
ing in the hezring room on the second floor of the Town Hall at 8:10 p.m. on
June 21, 1973, on the petition of the Town of Wellesley for a varisnce which
will allow the erection and use of a solid waste digposal facility at 169
Great Plein Avenue on the existing Town of Wellesley incinerator site. Seid
variance was requested under the provisions of Chapter LOA, Section 15, of
the Genersl Lews, ‘

On June L, 1973, the petitioner filed its request for a heering before
this Board znd thereafter due notice of the hearing was given by mailing and

publication,

Everett R, Kennedy, Superintendent of the Board of Publie Vorks,
represented the petitioner at the heering.

Brian R. Hogen, president of Sanites Technology and Development
Corporation, speke in favor of the request.

Joseph F. Knowles, 135 Orest Plain Avenue, elso spoke in favor of the
petition, but only if its use is limited to Wellesley residents,

Edward J. Bleiler, 103 Oreat Plain Avenue, opposed the granting of
the request,

Statement of Faotls

The property involved is loceted within & Single-residence Ligtrict,
¢ district in which the proposed use of the property is not permitted under
Section II of the Zoning By-lsw unless & verience is grented by the Board of
Appesl, For epproximetely thirteen years, the Town of VWellesley hes been
opereting an ineineretor on the site which appears st times not tc heve met
existing air pollution control requirements of Federszl end/or State authorities.

Everett R, Kennedy, Superintendent of the Board of Public Vorks, steted
thet efter an intensive study mede by the Board of Public Werks in search of
an slternabe method of refuse disposal to replace the present incinerstor, it
wes determined thet the best and most economic course for the Towm wonld be
to enter into & refuse disgpossl contract with an outside contrscter, £t the
Merch 1973 Town Meeting, it was voted unsnimously to adopt the progrem as
outlined in the Board of Public Works' report and proposal.

It is proposed to deactivaie the present incinerator and to cause to be
constructed a four-unit moduler incinerastor which will be opereted by an cutside
contractor to burn the Town's refuse., It was stated by ¥r. Kennedy that the
process will meet the reguirements of the Commonwealth of Msssechusetts air
pollution requirements; and will be virtuslly odorless and smokeless, and will
be & great improvement over the present inecinerator from the standpoint of the
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comfort and convenience of the abutters. He further steted that the new
incinerator will be built for end used by Wellesley residents only and that
the Town is willing to accept any conditions to thet effeet imposed by this
Board, He alsc stated that & five-year contrspt had been approved by the
Board of Public Works but had not been signed, pending receipt of a variance
from the Board of Appesl.

Edward J. Bleller, 103 Greast Flain Avenue, stated that there are
glternatives which have not been adequately explored and that there is no
need to build another bullding as the present incinerstor could be altered and
used, He also sugpested methanical recyeling and landfill operations as other
alternstives, He also asserted that an engineering firm in Natick which was
using the moduler-type ineinerator system proposed for Wellesley was recently
required to discontinue its use becsuse of unsstisfactory pollution experience,

Brian E. Hogén, president of Sanitas Techmology and Development Corporea-
tion, to whom the coniract is proposed to be let, stated that the Natick firm
was not im fact using s Ssnitas incinerstor end thet in eny event the Natick
problest did not inveolve the operstion of the equipment, but rather the attempt
to incinerate in a ppropriate meterisls. Mr. Hogan felt very confident of the
equipment proposed te be used in the Town of ¥ellesley, He stated that the
refuse burning system itself is completely nuisence~free, and has certifieation
from the Federsl Governmmnt that the unit meets the new eir pollution control
coden, with no cdor, noise or smoke snd is being opersted successfully in
hundreds of installastions throughout the country.

Travings of the method of coperstion were submitted together with 2z plot
plén showing its proposed locetion znd the location of the existing incinerstor,

Tecligion

The Board has mede a2 careful study of all the evidence submitied as
well as the reports made by the Bosrd of Public Works and the Advisory Comndittee
for the Town Meeting, In its opinion, the proposed operation for the refuse
disposel is needed and reguired and will be an improvement over the present
operation, I% will wmeet the new eir pullution contrel code, which the present
incinerator does not, and should not emit any odor, noise or smoke. Therefore,
it shouléd not deprecizte the velue of surrcunding properties or prove detrimentsl
to the neighborhood; on the contrary the Bosrd and Toewn are essured by experts
in the disposel business thet the new system will improve conditions in the
neighborhood, The proposed locestion of the new equipment is setnelly farther
from the nearest residentiel properties than the existing ineinerstor, The
inecineration end landfill sctivities thet hasve been carried on ot the present
gite for spproximetely thirteen yesrs heve rendered it unsuiteble for single
femily residence use., HMoreover the financial znd physicel hardship thet will
be susteined by the citizens of Wellesley if sn edequate method of disposing
of refuse is not promptly provided has been well documented in offieizl reperts of
Town agencies and acknowledged by unsnimous Town Meeting sction. The argumment
that other desirasble slternstives sre svailable similerly is not supported by the
facts.

The Board unenimously finds, therefore, under the provisicns of Chapter LOA,
Section 15, of the Genersl Lawe, that because of conditions affecting the land in
question but not affecting genekally the zoning district, e literal enforcement
of Section II of the Zoning By-law would involve substantial hardBhip to the
petitioner and that the requested veriance can be granted subject to the condition
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imposed, without substentially dercgeting from the intent and purpose of said
section and without substential detriment to the publie good,

hocordingly, the Inspector of Buildings is hereby euthorized to issue
& permit for the proposed incinerator in sccordance with the plans submitted
end o file with the Board snd the requested use of the properiy is granted,
provided that the new ineinerstor facility shall be used for the disposal of
only such refuse ss originates in Welleslay.
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