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Petition of Edward M. Levitt

Pursuant to due notice the Board of Appesal held a public hear-
ing in the hearing room on the second floor of the Town Hall at B:hs pelt
on March 20, 1969, on the petition of Edwerd M, Levitt, requesting permis-
sion to enlarge and use the building located at 617 Washingion Street as
@ rest home. The petitiomer further pequested an exception from the terms
of Section XIX of the Zoning By-lew which would permii the comstruction of
an addition on the rear of the building involved with & side yard less than
the required twenty feet, and an exception from the terms of Section iViIi-B
of the Zening By-izw which would allow the building and addition invelved to
cover more thm 257 of the area of the lot involved.

On Pebruary 25, 1969, the petitioner filed his reguest for a
hearing before thiz Board and thereafter due notice of the hearing was given
by mailing and publication.

The petitioner spoke in support of the request ab the hearing.

A report was submitted fwom the Chief Fngineer of the Fire
Department in which he stated thet he would approve the use of the building
for patients on the first and second £loors only provided the pebitioner
complies with the Town Building Code and State Code velative to egresses and
%o imstallation of an autematic sprinkler system, comnected to the existing
fire alerm box.

The Planning Board in its report stated that it did not object
to a change in the use of the buildinmg involved go as to permit it to be used
&e a rest home subject to compliance with regulations appliceble Yo such use,
but it did object to any expansion of the building which wesld result in a
sidesyard deficiency or cause the parcentage of the lot covered by building or
structure to exceed twenty-five.

Statement of FPapts

: The bullding invelved is located within a Single-residence
Distriect reguiring a minimam lot ares of 10,000 square feet. It 18 a four-
story, brick, stone and frame building, btuilt over sixty yesrs ago and has
beem used as a sanaterimm, mental hospital, Welleslcy College doymitery,
edfivalescent and nursing home and lodging house. It has nineteen rooms and
seven baths on the fowr floors,

On behalf of the petitioner, it was represented thet he purchased
the property in October 1968, and now seeks permission to construct & tuwo=gtory
addition approximately L5% x 10LY at the vear of the existing building snd to
use the entire bullding as a rest home. The new addition will accommodate
forty-eight puests and the existing building will accommodate nine guests, all
with ene or two persons to o reom, In additien to the vooms provided for the
guesta, there will be provided in the existing bullding a kitehen, dining room’
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living reom and in the new addition there will be a vecreatlon room in
addition to the guest rooms. Therapy facilities and modern devices are
proposed to be provided for the needs of the elderly as well. The
petitioner stated that there would be a staff of seven employees on duby
during the day and one or two from the hours of 11:00 Pelte to 7300 adt.,
that paridng facilities for eleven cars would be provided and that more
could be made aveilable if necessary. '

While the proposed addition would lie enly fourteen feet from the
Lot line on the nowtherly side, the petitloner stated that it would continue
the line of the existing building and would be thirty-nine feet from the lot
line on the southerly side. While the building, including the proposed addi-
tion, would cover slightly more than 25% of the lot area, it was clailmed by
the petitioner that space would remain for parking facilities and other out-
door facilities for the guests. It was stated that all rules and regulationg
required by the Department of Public Health and the Depariment of Public Safety
would be complied with and, except for the exceptions requested in this petition,
that all local ordinances would be met.

A letter from the Department of Public Health stated that there
iz a need for eighty beds in this area dnd that approval for the desired rest
home was granted provided a formal request is swbmitted by the petitioner
within sixty days.

Plans were submitted showing the elevations of the new addition
ag well as the floor leyouts of both the existing bullding and the addition.
A plot plan, draun by Richmond-Paley Associates, Cambridge, Hass., dated
February 7, 1969, wes also svbmitted which showed the proposed parking arca
and landscaping.

The petitioner claims that the proposed use of the building will
not prove detrimental to surrounding properties, that there is & need
for a rest home within the Town as determined by the Department of Publie
Health, and that the proposed use of the building will be beneficial o
the Towm.

Decision

Sectdon II of the Zoning By-lew specifically states the allowsble
uses of buildings and structures within a Single~residence Distriet. (See
Sectlon II. 1. through 7.) Section II 8, in part, provides for additional
uses, if permission is, in ecach case, obiained from the Board of Appeal, as
provided in Seection XXIV.

; Among the uses enumerated are, Hospital, sanitarium or other medical
institution (not including veterinary hospitals or other medical institutions
for the care of animala).

~+ Although the reguest for permission for the building at 617 Washington
Street, - together with the proposed addition, to be used as 2 rest home, was
made under the provisions of Section IT 8 (d) of the Zoning By-law, the petitiomer
emphasized at the hearing that his proposal was for 2 rest home, and specifically
stated that he was not asking for permission to conduct a hospital or other
institubion designed for the medical treatment of patients.

The authority possessed by it under Section II 8 of the Zoning By-law
is not applicable to this petition, where the petitioner specifies that the use
for which he seeks permission of the Board is not ane of those emumerated in
the section of the By~law under which relief is sought,
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Accordingly, the request is dented and the petition
dismissed. )

Piled with Town Clerk
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