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Pursuant to due notice, the Special Permit Granting Authority held a Public Hearing on Thursday, 
September 11, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall, 525 Washington Street, Wellesley, on the petition of 
VICTOR ALEXANDROPOULOS requesting a Special Permit pursuant to the provisions of Section 
XIVE, Section XXIIA and Section XXV of the Zoning Bylaw for replacement of an existing standing 
sign with an internally illuminated double sided standing sign consisting of a 3 foot 4.75 inch by 6 foot 
2.75 inch panel and a 4 foot 8.25 inch by 5 foot 2.75 inch panel, for a total of 93.26 square feet at a height 
of 20 feet, with a 5 foot setback from the side property line.  The Petitioner is requesting a Variance 
pursuant to the provisions of Section XXIIA and Section XXIV-D of the Zoning Bylaw for more than two 
colors on the internally illuminated standing sign and for 18.25 inch letters.   
 
The Petitioner is requesting a Special Permit pursuant to the provisions of Section XXIIA and Section 
XXV of the Zoning Bylaw for internal illumination of a 16.9 square foot wall sign and two 7.9 square 
foot canopy signs.  The Petitioner is requesting a Variance pursuant to the provisions of Section XXIIA 
and Section XXIV-D of the Zoning Bylaw for more than two colors on the internally illuminated wall and 
canopy signs. 
 
The subject property is located at 870 WORCESTER STREET, in a Business District and a Water Supply 
Protection District. 
 
On August 25, 2008, the petitioner filed a request for a hearing before this Authority, and thereafter, due 
notice of the hearing was given by mailing and publication. 
 
Presenting the case at the hearing was Victor Alexandropoulos (the "Petitioner"), who said that West Side 
Mobil is a family operated business that has been in Town for 25 years.  He said that they are looking to 
make some upgrades to the site. 
 
Mr. Alexandropoulos said that they had previously come before the Board with a much larger project.  He 
said that they are now looking to do an image upgrade.  He said that no work has been done on the 
property since 1994. 
 
The Board said that there are trees that block the sign for vehicles traveling on Route 9 eastbound.  Mr. 
Alexandropoulos said that those trees are located on the abutter's property.   
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The Board confirmed that the plan is to remove the 12' tall sign and replace it with a 20' tall sign.  The 
Board asked if there had been any research done to show that the sign will be visible to eastbound traffic.  
Mr. Alexandropoulos said that they believe that it will be visible because of how it will oriented.  He said 
that it will be a slight improvement.  He said that the old sign is malfunctioning.   
 
The Board asked if the "Mobil Mart" that is shown on the plan is the proposed sign.  Mr. 
Alexandropoulos said that the sign shown in the picture is different from what is shown on the plan.  He 
said that the proposed sign will be illuminated.  He said that they will install the Mobil flag sign onto the 
all white canopy to increase visibility.  The Board said that it was a good idea to have the canopy signs 
because identification of the station would be possible in both directions.   
 
The Board said that another Mobil station that came before the Board had changed their mini-mart logo to 
"On the Run."  Mr. Alexandropoulos said that his is not a corporate location, so he will be keeping the 
"Mobil Mart" sign on the building. 
 
The Board asked if the "Mobil" and "Pegasus" identification signs on the pumps will be illuminated.  Mr. 
Alexandropoulos said that they will be decals only.   
 
The Board asked about price signs on the pumps.  Mr. Alexandropoulos said that Massachusetts State 
Laws advise the owners to put the prices on the pumps.   
 
The Board said that the Mobil logo has a red "O".  The Board said that a Variance had been granted in 
1995 for the internally illuminated sign with more than two colors.   
 
Mr. Alexandropoulos said that they are currently not operating the convenience store.  He said that they 
have been speaking with the Board of Health about various requirements.   
 
The Board asked if anyone had looked at the impact of the sign at various distances.  Mr. 
Alexandropoulos said that Design Review Board felt that the flag pole type sign projecting further out 
would be more visible.   
 
Mr. Alexandropoulos said that the hours of operation are from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  He asked if there 
would be a problem with extending the hours to 11:00 p.m.  The Board said that the hours could be 
extended to the later of closing or 11:00 p.m.   
 
The Board asked about access to the site from the on-ramp at Fells.  Mr. Alexandropoulos said that they 
do not encourage access there.   
 
Mr. Alexandropoulos said that the existing canopies are 14 feet high.  The proposed signs are for the 
existing canopies.   
 
There was no one present at the Public Hearing who wished to speak to the petition. 
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Statement of Facts 
 
The subject premises is located at 870 Worcester Street, in a Business District and a Water Supply 
Protection District. 
 
The Petitioner is requesting a Special Permit to install an internally illuminated double sided standing sign 
consisting of a 3 foot 4.75 inch by 6 foot 2.75 inch panel and a 4 foot 8.25 inch by 5 foot 2.75 inch panel, 
for a total of 93.26 square feet at a height of 20 feet, with a 5 foot setback from the side property line.   
 
The Petitioner is requesting a Variance pursuant to the provisions of Section XXIIA and Section XXIV-D 
of the Zoning Bylaw for more than two colors on the internally illuminated standing sign and for 18.25 
inch letters.   
 
The Petitioner is requesting a Special Permit pursuant to the provisions of Section XXIIA and Section 
XXV of the Zoning Bylaw for internal illumination of a 16.9 square foot wall sign and two 7.9 square 
foot canopy signs.   
 
The Petitioner is requesting a Variance pursuant to the provisions of Section XXIIA and Section XXIV-D 
of the Zoning Bylaw for more than two colors on the internally illuminated wall and canopy signs. 
 
Submittals from the Petitioner 
 

• Plan SG-1, Sign & Graphics Plan, including Site Plan, Elevation Drawings, Existing & Proposed 
ID Sign, dated 8/8/08, prepared by Ayoub Engineering 

• Photographs 
 
On September 8, 2008, the Planning Board reviewed the petition and supported the recommendations of 
the Design Review Board. 
 
On July 23, 2008 the Design Review Board voted to  
 

Recommend the Zoning Board of Appeals approve the proposed sign package as presented subject 
to the standing sign being reduced in height to 20' and the front canopy sign being relocated to the 
left side elevation of the canopy. 

 
Decision 

 
This Authority has made a careful study of the materials submitted and the information presented at the 
hearing. 
 
The Petitioner is requesting a Special Permit to install an internally illuminated double sided standing sign 
consisting of a 3 foot 4.75 inch by 6 foot 2.75 inch panel and a 4 foot 8.25 inch by 5 foot 2.75 inch panel, 
for a total of 93.26 square feet at a height of 20 feet, with a 5 foot setback from the side property line.   
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It is the opinion of this Authority that granting a Special Permit to allow for installation of an internally 
illuminated double sided standing sign consisting of a 3 foot 4.75 inch by 6 foot 2.75 inch panel and a 4 
foot 8.25 inch by 5 foot 2.75 inch panel, for a total of 93.26 square feet at a height of 20 feet, with a 5 foot 
setback from the side property line is in harmony with the intent and purpose of Section XXIIA of the 
Zoning Bylaw. 
 
Therefore a Special Permit is granted, as voted unanimously by this Authority at the Public Hearing for 
installation of an internally illuminated double sided standing sign consisting of a 3 foot 4.75 inch by 6 
foot 2.75 inch panel and a 4 foot 8.25 inch by 5 foot 2.75 inch panel, for a total of 93.26 square feet at a 
height of 20 feet, with a 5 foot setback from the side property line.   
 
The Petitioner is requesting a Variance pursuant to the provisions of Section XXIIA and Section XXIV-D 
of the Zoning Bylaw for more than two colors on the internally illuminated standing sign and for 18.25 
inch letters.   
 
It is the opinion of this Authority that granting a Variance to allow for more than two colors on the 
internally illuminated standing sign and for 18.25 inch letters would not affect the Zoning District in 
which it is located nor nullify or derogate from the intent or purpose of the Zoning Bylaw.  Literal 
enforcement of the provisions of Section XXIIA of the Zoning Bylaw would involve a substantial 
hardship to the Petitioner. 
 
Therefore, a Variance is granted, as voted unanimously by this Authority at the Public Hearing, for an 
internally illuminated standing sign, as follows: 
 

1. More than two colors on an internally illuminated "Mobil" Identification standing sign. 
2. 18.25 inch letters on an internally illuminated "Mobil" Identification standing sign. 

 
The Petitioner is requesting a Special Permit pursuant to the provisions of Section XXIIA and Section 
XXV of the Zoning Bylaw for internal illumination of a 16.9 square foot wall sign and two 7.9 square 
foot canopy signs.   
 
It is the opinion of this Authority that granting a Special Permit to allow for internal illumination of a 16.9 
square foot wall sign and two 7.9 square foot canopy signs is in harmony with the intent and purpose of 
Section XXIIA of the Zoning Bylaw. 
 
Therefore a Special Permit is granted, as voted unanimously by this Authority at the Public Hearing for 
internal illumination of a 16.9 square foot wall sign and two 7.9 square foot canopy signs. 
 
The Petitioner is requesting a Variance pursuant to the provisions of Section XXIIA and Section XXIV-D 
of the Zoning Bylaw for more than two colors on the internally illuminated wall and canopy signs. 
 
It is the opinion of this Authority that granting a Variance to allow for more than two colors on the 
internally illuminated wall and canopy signs would not affect the Zoning District in which it is located nor 
nullify or derogate from the intent or purpose of the Zoning Bylaw.  Literal enforcement of the provisions 
of Section XXIIA of the Zoning Bylaw would involve a substantial hardship to the Petitioner. 
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Therefore, a Variance is granted, as voted unanimously by this Authority at the Public Hearing, for more 
than two colors on the internally illuminated wall and canopy signs, as follows: 
 

3. More than two colors on an internally illuminated "Mobil Mart" Identification wall sign. 
4. More than two colors on 2 internally illuminated "Mobil" Identification canopy signs 

 
The approved sign package shall be subject to the same Conditions #1 and #2 as are currently in effect, 
with the exception that Condition #1 shall be amended to state that the standing sign shall be internally 
illuminated only until the later of closing or 11:00 p.m.  The lighting shall be on timers.   
 
Conditions: 
 

1. The logo portion of the standing sign shall be internallly illuminated the later of closing or at the 
end of hours of operation from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

 
2. The standing sign shall be enclosed in a painted white circle to provide additional safety for 

vehicles entering from the westerly curb cut. 
 
3. Lighting shall be on timers. 

 
The Inspector of Buildings is hereby authorized to issue a permit for the proposed sign subject to approval 
of a sign application.  No sign shall be installed until said permit has been issued.   
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APPEALS FROM THIS DECISION,    
IF ANY, SHALL BE MADE PURSUANT  J. Randolph Becker, Acting Chairman 
TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 40A,   
SECTION 17, AND SHALL BE FILED   
WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER THE DATE   
OF FILING OF THIS DECISION IN THE  David G. Sheffield 
OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.   
   
   
  Robert W. Levy 
 
cc:  Planning Board 
       Inspector of Buildings 
lrm 
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