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Pursuant to due notice, the Special Permit Granting Authority held a Public Hearing on Thursday, August 
14, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall, 525 Washington Street, Wellesley, on the petition of DANA LEE 
requesting renewal of a Special Permit pursuant to the provisions of Section II A 8 (j), Section XIVE, and 
Section XXV of the Zoning Bylaw for non-accessory use of off-street parking spaces in the existing 
parking lot, at 910 WORCESTER STREET, in a Single Residence District and a Water Supply Protection 
District, which is a use not allowed by right.   
 
On July 29, 2008, the petitioner filed a request for a hearing before this Authority, and thereafter, due 
notice of the hearing was given by mailing and publication. 
 
Presenting the case at the hearing were Laurence Shind, Esq. and Dana Lee, Vice President of Lee 
Imported Cars (the "Petitioner").  Mr. Shind said that the request was for renewal of the Special Permit 
that was originally granted in 2006 and renewed in 2007.  He said that the proposed parking is for up to 
40 employees of Lee Imported Cars in the St. James Parking Lot.   
 
Mr. Shind said that the plan that was submitted with the application incorrectly shows 60 spaces, not the 
40 spaces that they are requesting.  Mr. Shind said that there will be three rows of parking.  There will be 
no striping.   
 
Mr. Shind said that the Board had found in its previous decision that the employee parking in the St. 
James lot would not cause significant disturbance or disruption of the residential neighborhood and would 
fulfill a public need.  He said that the use of the lot in the previous year has shown the proposal does meet 
that test.   
 
Mr. Shind said that the Board had been clear that it was not its intent to renew the Special Permit after the 
2007 renewal.  He said that they have not had enough time to complete the process of providing employee 
parking on site at Lee Imported Cars. 
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Mr. Shind said that a project team was assembled in September, 2007 to design a parking deck at the rear 
of the dealership.  The design concept was presented to the Wetlands Protection Committee early last Fall.  
It was determined at that meeting that there was an outstanding Order Of Conditions for prior drainage 
and runoff work.  There was also an enforcement order for the adjacent property that the dealership had 
leased.  The Wetlands Protection Committee requested closure of the two outstanding orders before 
moving forward with the new petition.   
 
Mr. Shind said that closure of the outstanding orders required additional engineering and environmental 
work.  The outstanding orders were closed out in Spring, 2008.  The hearing for the proposed parking 
deck took place on June 5, 2008.  Because of the complicated nature of the request, the Wetlands 
Protection Committee asked that the petition be subjected to a peer review, which the Petitioner agreed to.  
The review will consist of looking at existing stormwater management and the additional stormwater 
management measures that will be implemented for the new construction.  Mr. Shind said that they hope 
to complete the peer review process within the next few months.  He said that they would come back 
before the Board of Appeals for Site Plan Approval once the Order of Conditions has been approved.   
 
Mr. Shind said that he did not have a timeline for construction with him at the hearing.  He said that the 
design is a two level open deck and it is anticipated that construction should not take very long.   
 
Mr. Shind said that the Petitioner and the Archdiocese have entered into a new agreement where the 
parking spaces will be leased on a 30-day, or month-to-month basis.   
 
The Board asked about oversight of the parking lot.  Mr. Lee said that he has been overseeing use of the 
lot and he has not witnessed any violations.  He said that the Police have been overseeing the use of the 
lot as well.  Mr. Shind said that the Archdiocese has contracted with a company to oversee the use of the 
property. 
 
The Board asked if there have been any reports of vandalism or break-ins on the property.  Mr. Lee said 
that the Police Department brought a few incidents involving stolen GPS units along the Route 9 corridor 
to their attention.   
 
The Board said that good faith efforts have been made to address on-site employee parking at Lee 
Imported Cars and that the Wetlands process has prevented the petitioner from moving ahead quickly. 
 
There was no one present at the Public Hearing who wished to speak to the petition. 
 

Statement of Facts 
 
The subject parking lot is located at 910 Worcester Street, in a Residential District and a Water Supply 
Protection District.  the Petitioner is requesting renewal of a Special Permit to allow for non-accessory use 
for parking of vehicles in its existing parking lot, which is a use not allowed by right. 
 
The designated parking spaces are intended for employee parking during working hours.  There are 40 
spaces allocated for Lee Imported Cars. 
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A plot plan, dated 7/31/07, stamped by Frank Iebba, Professional Land Surveyor, was submitted. 
 
On August 14, 2008, the Planning Department staff reviewed the petition and had no objection to granting 
the request. 
 

Decision 
 
This Authority has made a careful study of the materials submitted and the information presented at the 
hearing.  A Special Permit is required pursuant to Section II A 8 (j) of the Zoning Bylaw, as the requested 
use of the parking lot for non-accessory off-street parking for employee vehicles in an existing parking lot 
is not a use allowed by right in a Residential District. 
 
It is the opinion of this Authority that the non-accessory use parking shall not cause significant 
disturbance or disruption of any residential neighborhood, shall not detract from the use of the parking lot 
for the accessory use, or reduce landscaping or screening areas.  Therefore a Special Permit is granted, 
subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. Parking shall be limited to business hours only. 
 

2. Parking spaces shall be assigned on a monthly basis only. 
 

3. 40 parking spaces shall be for employee parking for Lee Imported Cars. 
 

4. There shall be no vehicle storage allowed. 
 

5. There shall be no overnight parking. 
 

6. Lee Imported Cars shall be responsible for policing the parking lot for violations.  The Special 
Permit may be revoked if unauthorized vehicles are parked on the property. 

 
7. The Special Permit shall expire one year from the date time-stamped on this decision or earlier if 

there is a change of use as a closed church. 
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APPEALS FROM THIS DECISION,    
IF ANY, SHALL BE MADE PURSUANT  Cynthia S. Hibbard, Acting Chairman 
TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 40A,   
SECTION 17, AND SHALL BE FILED   
WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER THE DATE   
OF FILING OF THIS DECISION IN THE  Robert W. Levy 
OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.   
   
   
  David L. Grissino 
 
cc:  Planning Board 
       Inspector of Buildings 
lrm 
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