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ZBA 2008-10 
Petition of Dana Hall School 
Playing Field – 45 Dana Road 
 
 
 
Petition of DANA HALL SCHOOL requesting Site Plan Approval pursuant to the provisions of Section 
XVIA and Section XXV of the Zoning Bylaw for relocation and rehabilitation of the existing soccer field 
at 45 DANA ROAD, in an educational district.   
 
On January 22, 2008 the Petitioner filed a request for a hearing before this Authority, and thereafter, due 
notice of the hearing was given by mailing and publication. 
 
Presenting the case at the hearing was Jim Wernig, who said that he is the Facilities Director for Dana 
Hall (the "Petitioner").  Also present were Rob Ayres, Director of Finance and Operations, John Suby, 
Athletic Director and John Engwer, the contractor for the project. 
 
Mr. Wernig said that the plan is to rotate the playing field 90 degrees to make it a more playable surface.  
He said that the proposed field will be 30 feet longer.  He said that there have been safety issues with the 
existing field due to the proximity of the field to Eliot Street.   
 
Mr. Wernig reviewed responses to Department of Public Works' (DPW) concerns.   
 
Mr. Wernig said that the project will incorporate Low Impact Development design.  He said that a letter 
from Nitsch Engineering was submitted stating that, based on the information received, the relocation and 
proposed improvements will result in no additional stormwater run-off, rate or volume. 
 
Mr. Engwer discussed the project, as described in his narrative of January 7, 2008.  He said that there is a 
new plan that shows the proposed field.  The Board said that plans that are stamped by an engineer should 
be submitted.  Zoning information should be included on the plans to show what requirements must be 
met.  The acreage for the entire property should also be shown to demonstrate that open space 
requirements are satisfied.   
 
Mr. Wernig said that the arrows pointing in two directions on Dana Road on the Site Analysis and 
Conceptual Layout are incorrect.  He said that Dana Road will remain as a one-way road to handle the 
flow of traffic when the children are being dropped off at school.  He said that the arrow indicating a right 
turn onto Hampden Street is incorrect.   
 



 2

ZBA 2008-10 
Petition of Dana Hall School 
Playing Field – 45 Dana Road 
 
 
 
The Board asked about access to the field.  The walkway layout, slope, width and flow from the parking 
area should be described on the final plan as well as the materials used.   
 
Mr. Wernig discussed construction management.  He said that the field will not remain active during 
construction.  He said that a snow fence will be provided around the site during construction.  Trucks will 
enter the staging area at the northwest corner of the field.   
 
The Board said that information should be submitted describing the route through town that the trucks 
will use to access the site, the number of trucks that will be involved in construction, where the trucks will 
be moving on the site, and where the construction workers will park.   
 
Mr. Engwer said that rip-rap will be used to clean the mud off of the truck tires.   
 
Mr. Wernig said that earth work cut and fill calculations for the project will be submitted.  The Board 
confirmed that there will be no excess excavated materials and that fill material will only be brought onto 
the site.   
 
Mr. Engwer said that during the construction process the topsoil will be pushed to an area where they will 
screen and mix it with loam and sand.  The soil will be top dressed to prevent erosion.  The subsoil will be 
used in the proposed berm area.  The amended topsoil will be back dragged across the field to prevent 
compaction and then hand raked in the opposite direction from the back drag.  The soil will be put down 
in layers.   
 
Mr. Engwer said that the same organic material that the Town of Wellesley uses on its athletic fields will 
be used on the new field.  He said that cured certified organic compost and nematodes will be used in the 
soil.  Less water will be needed because of the deep root system.   
 
Mr. Engwer said that soil microbes will metabolize organic matter and elemental minerals in the 
stormwater.   
 
Mr. Wernig said that the location of the soil moisture gauge sensor for the irrigation system will be shown 
on the system plan.  Mr. Engwer said that water usage will be monitored six times throughout the season 
and will be recorded in the organic logbook.  He said that water usage will be controlled by turning the 
water on and off.  Once the roots of the new system are established, less water will be needed.  He said 
that the best method for monitoring is the "touch and feel" system.  The Board said that it would be 
helpful to have the information summarized on the plans.   
 
Mr. Wernig said that the irrigation system will allow for weekly watering.  The Board said that the 
sources of power and water should be identified.   
 
The Board said that calculations that show that the proposed infiltration rates are feasible should be 
submitted.  A percolation test should be done to show that the soil beneath the new soil will be able to 
absorb the water.   
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The Board said that cut sheets should be submitted to show that the proposed pipes will be sufficient to 
handle runoff.  Mr. Wernig said that spacing dimensions below and along each side of the drainpipes will 
be submitted.   
 
The Board said that a hydrant is shown in the middle of the crosswalk next to the field on the bottom of 
the Site Analysis & Conceptual Layout.  The plan should show that there are no interferences in the 
crosswalk.   
 
The Board said that the Site Analysis & Conceptual Layout showed the field sloping toward Dana Road 
with a single line of drains and piping parallel to Dana Road with a pipe running from the center of the 
field and under the berm to the existing drain outlet.  Two sets of drains are shown on the new plans.  Mr. 
Engwer said that the water will flow from Farm Road to the tennis court toward the landscape berm.  The 
set of drains parallel to Dana Road will accept the runoff from the field.   
 
Mr. Engwer said that, in accordance with the Maintenance and Monitoring Schedule, soil testing will be 
done.  The Board said that the Operations and Maintenance Plan should describe the work that will be 
done. 
 
Geoffrey Forden, 7 Carlton Road, said that the field is used a couple of times a year for parking several 
hundred cars.  He asked where the cars will park when the field is reconfigured.   
 
Rob Ayers said that the field is used for parking on Grandparents' Day, Parents' Weekend and Graduation.  
He said that parking will be relocated to the Ten Acre School and the Wayside Field for Grandparents' 
Day if work on the new field has commenced in the Spring.   
 
Mr. Ayers said that cars will be able to park on the new field once it is completed.  John Suby said that 
cars will be brought onto the field from Dana Road, south of the berm.  Mr. Engwer said that soil 
compaction will not be an issue once the field is established.   
 
George Egan, 53 Brook Street, said that this is the first time that he had heard about the project.  He said 
that traffic at Dana Hall has been a problem.  He asked if increasing the size of the field will encourage 
more events.  He said that parking has been changing there over the past couple of years.  He said that 
people are parking on Eliot Street.   
 
Mr. Ayers said that the program level will not change.  He said that they would be willing to share 
information with the neighbors.  He said that Dana Hall assumed that since this project involved changing 
the direction of the field, the project would not be particularly affecting the neighbors.   
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Sara Forden, 7 Carlton Road, asked where the cars will exit the property.  She said that the existing traffic 
situation is unsafe.  She said that half of Carlton Road does not have sidewalks.  She said that in addition 
to Carlton Road and Eliot Street, Temple Road will also be impacted.  She said that the sidewalks on Eliot 
Street and Carlton Road have not been plowed this winter, so people are forced to walk in the street.  She 
said that cars speed on Carlton Road, which remains icy because it is in the shade.  She said that 
Wellesley Track and Field Team runs in this neighborhood.  She said that there has been a significant 
increase in traffic when parents are dropping off or picking up children over the past six years.  She said 
that she would prefer that traffic enter at Dana Road, go around a rotary to exit onto Hampden Road.  She 
said that traffic noise and lights are also issues of concern.   
 
Julia Bae, 15 Carlton Road, said that both Eliot Street and Carlton Road are narrow.  She said that 
increased traffic has had a negative impact.  She said that Farm Road has been widened.  She said that the 
traffic generates dust.  She said that she is in favor of a rotary on Dana Road.   
 
The Board said that more complete documents should be submitted that address the concerns of the 
Board, DPW and the public.   
 
The Board voted unanimously to continue the hearing to March 27, 2008. 
 
Public Hearing, March 27, 2008 
 
Presenting the case at the hearing was Stephen Langer, Esquire, who said that he was representing Dana 
Hall.  He said that present with him were Jim Wernig, Facilities Director, John Suby, Athletic Director, 
and David Conway, Nitsch Engineering. 
 
Mr. Conway displayed an aerial view of the property, an Existing Conditions Plan and a Site Preparation 
Plan.  He said that the field will be rotated 90 degrees.  He said that the new plans show where stockpile 
areas will be located, limit of work fencing, erosion control, the construction entrance that will be swept at 
the end of each day, the construction truck route, and tree protection.  He said that only three trees will be 
removed. 
 
Mr. Conway displayed an Irrigation Plan.  He said that the proposed watering system will be more 
efficient than the water cannon method that the school currently uses. 
 
Mr. Conway displayed the grading for the field and proposed drainage.  He said that three test pits were 
done since the last public hearing.  He said that a six inch perforated pipe in a crushed stone trench is 
proposed.  Water will be brought down to the soils that have a deeper groundwater level.   
 
Mr. Conway said that there is an existing catch basin on the site.  He said that the proposed berm will 
serve as a spectator seating area as well as a means of controlling the flow of water.   
 
Mr. Conway said that there will be two painted crosswalks across Dana Road.  He said that the path next 
to the tennis courts will be extended.   
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Mr. Conway displayed a Planting Plan.  He said that six Sunset Red Maple trees will be planted as well as 
some understory plantings.  He said that the maple trees adjacent to the berm will provide shade for the 
spectators. 
 
Mr. Conway displayed Detail Plan C-6. 
 
Mr. Conway said that the revised plans addressed comments from DPW.  He displayed a plan that had not 
been submitted to the Board that showed the Organic Lawn Program and an Irrigation Plan. 
 
Mr. Conway displayed the area of cut and fill on the plans.  He said that compost, sand, topsoil, crushed 
stone and some gravel will be brought in. 
 
Mr. Conway said that a snow fence and erosion control will be installed around the limit of work.  The 
topsoil will then be stripped and stockpiled on site.  The grade and sub-grade will be prepared for the 
topsoil.  The box of drainage will be installed.  The topsoil will be amended.  The utility and drainage 
work will be done on an on-going basis throughout the project.  The berm should be the last installation.  
The irrigation will be installed after the topsoil is laid but before seeding.   
 
Mr. Conway said that it is expected that water connection work will be done early to move the project 
onto the site.   
 
As part of the drainage calculations submitted, Mr. Conway said that there is one sub-catchment in the 
pre-development analysis, and two sub-catchments in the post-construction analysis.  The analysis shows 
that the post-construction run-off from the site is less than the pre-development run-off. 
 
Mr. Conway said that the pipes surrounding the field are not flat.  He said that as the field slopes, pipes 
will be set two feet from the surface.   
 
Mr. Conway said that water that enters the slotted pipes will move toward the path of least resistance.   
 
Mr. Conway described the permeable soils.  The Board said that no calculations were submitted to show 
the rate of flow and sufficient storage.   
 
Mr. Conway said that the new field will not have any more water on it than the existing field.  He said 
that without the pipe, it would probably take the water a little longer to make its way off of the field.   
 
Carol Abrahams, 23 Temple Road, asked about any changes to the slope of the hill.  She asked if water 
will be brought up onto the slope.   
 
Mr. Conway said that irrigation will not be brought onto the slope.  Mr. Wernig said that they currently do 
not water the slope.  He said that they do not cut the grass when it goes into its dormant state in the 
summer.   
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Ms. Abrahams said that there is an existing problem with service trucks and buses idling.  She asked 
where construction workers' trucks will be located.  Mr. Wernig said that they expect that there will be 
one dump truck and three pickup trucks for the workers.  The dump truck will be located on the field and 
the pickup trucks will be located on Farm Road.  Ms. Abrahams asked that the workers be asked not to 
idle their vehicles.  Mr. Wernig said that there is space at the Shipley Center where the trucks and buses 
can go if they need to idle.   
 
Ms. Abrahams asked about the timetable for the project.  Mr. Wernig said that the plan is to begin as soon 
as the appeal period for the decision is up in Spring 2008.  The hope is that the field will be ready for play 
in the Fall.  The project should take approximately four weeks.  Mr. Conway said that the new grass 
should sit for three months.  Mr. Wernig said that the temporary construction fence will stay up for the 
summer.   
 
Submittals from the Petitioner 
 

• Memorandum, Field Re-Alignment, dated 12/19/07, prepared by Nitsch Engineering 
• Project Narrative, dated 1/7/08, prepared by Eastern Design & Landscape Contractors, Inc. 
• Maintenance and Monitoring Schedule, dated 1/8/08, prepared by Eastern Design & Landscape 

Contractors, Inc. 
• Site Plan Approval Review – Plans and Submittal Checklist 
• Development Prospectus 
• Schematic of Dana hall School Campus 
• Construction Management Plan, dated 1/16/08, prepared by Dana Hall School 
• Dana Hall Field Reconstruction – Drainage Analysis, dated 3/21/08, prepared by Nitsch 

Engineering 
• Memorandum, Site Plan Review – Dana Hall Field Reconstruction, dated 3/27/08, prepared by 

Nitsch Engineering 
• Plantings 2008, prepared by Eastern Design & Landscape Contractors, Inc. 

 
Plan Number Drawing Title Date of Issue Prepared By 
    
Cover Sheet Conceptual Landscape Design 

Package 
1/16/08 EJB Designs 

1 of 8 Site Analysis & Conceptual 
Layout 

1/16/08 EJB Designs 

2 of 8 Concept – l 1/16/08 EJB Designs 
3 of 7 Before and After Sketch – 2 1/16/08 EJB Designs 
4 of 7 Tree Planting 1/16/08  
5 of 7 Irrigation Drawing 1/16/08  
6 of 7 Filtermitt by Groundscapes 

Express, Inc. 2:1 Slope or Less 
1/16/08  

7 of 7 Untitled 1/16/08  
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C-1 Cover 3/20/08 David Conway, P.E. 
Nitsch Engineering 

C-2 Site Preparation Plan 3/20/08 David Conway, P.E. 
Nitsch Engineering 

C-3 Irrigation Plan 3/20/08 David Conway, P.E. 
Nitsch Engineering 

C-4 Grading and Drainage Plan 3/20/08 David Conway, P.E. 
Nitsch Engineering 

C-5 Planting Plan 3/20/08 David Conway, P.E. 
Nitsch Engineering 

C-6 Details 3/20/08 David Conway, P.E. 
Nitsch Engineering 

X-1 Topographic Site Plan 4/20/03 Paul LeBaron, Land 
Surveyor 

X-2 Topographic Site Plan 4/20/03 Paul LeBaron, Land 
Surveyor 

X-3 Topographic Site Plan 4/20/03 Paul LeBaron, Land 
Surveyor 

 
 
On February 15, 2008, the Wetlands Protection Committee reviewed the petition and stated that no 
additional recommendations for site improvements were suggested. 
 
On February 4, 2008, the Planning Board reviewed the petition and supported granting Site Plan 
Approval. 
 
On January 24, 2008, the Wellesley Fire Department approved the application for the proposed project.   
 
On February 14, 2008 and March 26, 2008, George Saraceno, Senior Civil Engineer, Town of Wellesley, 
listed comments regarding the plans. 
 
The Board found that the proposed Major Construction Project that consists of relocation and 
rehabilitation of the existing soccer field, in an educational district, is in harmony with the general 
purpose and intent of the Zoning Bylaw, subject to conditions listed below, in conjunction with the Site 
Plan Approval, and voted unanimously to grant Site Plan Approval.   
 
The Board's approval of the Site Plan for the Project is premised on the Petitioner's and Project's 
compliance with the following conditions (the “Conditions”).  All requirements imposed by the 
Conditions or this Site Plan Approval shall be applicable to the entity responsible for the administration of 
the Project regardless of whether the condition specifically identifies the Petitioner, the responsible entity, 
or no entity as having responsibility for a particular condition.  By accepting this Site Plan Approval, the 
Petitioner agrees to the terms, covenants, conditions, and agreements contained herein. 



 8

ZBA 2008-10 
Petition of Dana Hall School 
Playing Field – 45 Dana Road 
 
 
 

CONDITIONS 
 

• Revised plans be submitted that address Mr. Saraceno's comments 
 

• A Construction Management Plan be submitted that specifies that parking for the workers is on 
Farm Road 

 
• There shall be no idling of vehicles on Farm Road 

 
• The Saturday start time description in the Construction Management Plan shall be amended to 

include, "No Sunday Work" 
 

• Operation and maintenance of the drainage system shall be in accordance with the plan attached to 
the March 21, 2008 Nitsch Engineering Drainage Analysis. 
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APPEALS FROM THIS DECISION,    
IF ANY, SHALL BE MADE PURSUANT  J. Randolph Becker, Acting Chairman 
TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 40A,   
SECTION 17, AND SHALL BE FILED   
WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER THE DATE   
OF FILING OF THIS DECISION IN THE  David G. Sheffield 
OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.   
   
   
  David L. Grissino 
 
cc:  Planning Board 
       Inspector of Buildings 
lrm 
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