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ZBA 2006-45 
Petition of Wellesley Little League 
Reidy Field, Hunnewell Field, Washington Street 
 
Petition of WELLESLEY LITTLE LEAGUE requesting a Special Permit pursuant to the provisions of 
Section XXIIA and Section XXV of the Zoning Bylaw to install an internally illuminated 8 foot 11 inch 
by 3 foot 8 inch scoreboard, mounted at a height of 8 feet, at REIDY FIELD at HUNNEWELL FIELD, 
WASHINGTON STREET, in a Single Residence District. 
 
On May 1, 2006, the petitioner filed a request for a hearing before this Authority, and thereafter, due 
notice of the hearing was given by mailing and publication. 
 
Presenting the case at the hearing was Joe Roberts who said that he was representing Wellesley Little 
League Baseball and Girls Softball Board.   
 
Mr. Roberts said that they had submitted a history of the project with the Natural Resources Committee 
(NRC) to the Board.  The Board commented that the NRC supports the project.  The Board of Selectmen 
(BOS) voted to accept the gift of the scoreboard.   
 
The Board said that the Planning Board objected to the project because it involved installing permanent 
structures on Town land.  The Design Review Board (DRB) felt that the project should be brought before 
the Board in its entirety.   
 
The Board asked if there are other elements to this project.  Mr. Roberts said that they went before the 
DRB three times.  He said that at their second meeting, they reduced the size of the scoreboard.  The DRB 
was comfortable with the reduced size.   
 
Mr. Roberts said that he thought that they had a very productive process with the neighbors and with 
NRC.  He said that the base issue has been that they would like to put lights in at the field at some time in 
the future if they are able to raise enough funds.   
 
Mr. Roberts said that he did not think that the scoreboard had been much of issue with anyone.   
 
Mr. Roberts said that the scoreboard will be completely black when it is not in use.   
 
The Board asked about the timeline for installation of the scoreboard.  Mr. Roberts said that they would 
like to get the order in for June so that they could have the scoreboard for the end of the season playoffs.  
He said that they have a deposit made but it will not go to into production until they get the Special 
Permit.   
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The Board asked if Reidy Field is next to Star Market.  Mr. Roberts said that it is.   
 
Mr. Roberts submitted notes from the June 29, 2005 DRB Meeting.  He said that they have not applied for 
any permits from the Town because they wanted to go through the approval process first.  He said that 
they started to raise funds after they got approval from the NRC.   
 
The Board asked about illumination of the scoreboard.  Mr. Roberts said it is an electronic sign.  He said 
that it works off of a laptop computer.  He said that there will be no lettering unless the scoreboard is in 
use.   
 
The Board asked about a power source at that location.  Mr. Roberts said that they met with the Municipal 
Light Plant (MLP).  They could either do some trenching or use a small portable generator just for this 
season.  The Board said that a generator would create a noise issue.   
 
The Board said that power has been taken off of the lightpost there in the past.   
 
The Board said that signs in residential districts are prohibited in the Zoning Bylaw.  There are exceptions 
for educational uses.   
 
Mr. Roberts said that the reason the Little League Board wants to put the scoreboard in is because the 
game of baseball is both physical and mental.  He said that the situation changes from pitch to pitch.  He 
said that as the count changes the strategy of the pitcher changes.  He said that the scoreboard is a visual 
display for the coaches to teach.  He said that they want the players to be thinking out on the field.  He 
said that children learn as much on a playing field as they do in a classroom.   
 
A Board member read a quote from the Supreme Court defining education.  The Board said that 
educational uses are defined in a broad sense and that it could find that the proposed scoreboard is for an 
educational use.   
 
The Board asked if the scoreboard would be up for 12 months a year.  Mr. Roberts said that it will be.  He 
said that it will be covered when not in use. 
 
The Board said that there is a requirement for a 15 foot setback from the property line.  The proposed 
location of the scoreboard appears to be right on the property line.  Mr. Roberts said that he spoke with 
the Building Inspector and with the Engineering Department and was told that would not be an issue 
because it is part of Town property.   
 
Nesbitt Hagood, 73 Smith Street, said that his property abuts Hunnewell Field.  He said that he has lived 
there for 15 years.  He said that this petition should have the endorsement of the School Committee for 
this to be considered an educational use.   
 
Mr. Hagood said that he does not support this project even though he does support Little League.  He said 
that he likes an open feeling to the fields.  Mr. Hagood said that this is one part of a larger project that will 
change the character of the fields.  He said that this could set a precedent for further development of the 
fields.   
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Mr. Hagood said that he had not received notification of the hearing.  The Board said that the list of 
abutters is generated in the Assessors’ Office.   
 
Mr. Hagood said that there needs to be some accountability for maintenance.  He asked who would be 
responsible for taking care of the scoreboard.  He said that they have had problems with lighting issues.   
 
Mr. Hagood asked if the Town of Wellesley is proposing this addition to the property.  The Board said 
that the NRC is the petitioner.   
 
Mary Canaday, 55 Smith Street, said that the lights at the field are supposed to be shut off at 9:30 p.m. 
and that has not been enforced.   
 
Melissa Wilson, 59 Smith Street, said that it is very loud in the area already.  She said that this is the first 
step in a project that could generate a lot more noise.   
 
Curt Smith, 9 Wingate Road, said that he has lived next to the Bates School for 30 years.  He said that you 
live with recreational activities if you choose to live near a recreational area.  He said that the fields have 
been there since 1908.  He said that he supports this proposal.   
 
The Board asked if Mr. Smith has any interest in this project in any way.  Mr. Smith said that he has been 
a member of the Wellesley Little League/Girls Softball Board of Directors for 20 years.   
 
Ms. Wilson said that there are currently no lights on the High School field.  She said that the lights at the 
multi-purpose field have created problems for the neighbors.  She said that the lights were on until almost 
2:00 a.m. one night.  She said that there is no good visual or sound barrier there.   
 
The Board asked who the neighbors call if the lights are on after 9:30 p.m.  Mr. Smith said that the 
Recreation Department is in charge of the multi-purpose field.  He said that there is a Field Use Policy 
that has been published and approved by Town boards.  He said that the policy is administered by the 
Recreation Department.   
 
The Board said that the lights at the multi-purpose field were approved at Town Meeting and the hours of 
operation are not a condition of a Special Permit.   
 
Mr. Roberts said that there is a letter from the NRC that states that the field is under their jurisdiction.  
The Board asked if they have authority on behalf of the Town to petition Boards.  The Permanent 
Building Committee brings petitions for public buildings on behalf of the Town.   
 
Mr. Smith said that he believes that State laws gives the Parkland Commission, or NRC, the authority to 
manage land that is designated conservation or recreation land.  He said that the land is owned by the 
Town of Wellesley.   
 
The Board said that verification of the proper applicant and owner should be submitted.   
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Mr. Roberts said that Hunnewell Fields have been recognized as the Town’s primary recreational facility 
for close to 100 years.  He said that Little League plays on 23 fields in the Town.  Twenty-one of those 
fields are multi-purpose fields that they share with other sports groups.  There are two fields in Town that 
have been designated by the Playing Fields Taskforce as insufficient for multi-use.  Reidy is one of the 
two fields.   
 
Mr. Roberts said that Little League has agreed to take responsibility for repair of the scoreboard.  They 
have agreed to keep $5000 in escrow for maintenance and repairs.   
 
The Board asked how high the sign would be off of the ground.  Mr. Roberts said that the height above 
the ground will be four feet.  He said that the NRC had set a height limit.   
 
Mr. Roberts said that a black cover for the scoreboard will only be removed when the scoreboard is in 
use.   
 
The Board said that it was concerned that the DRB did not support this project.  The scoreboard is very 
different from the signs that usually come before the Board.  There are a lot of other issues that are 
associated with this.   
 
Mr. Roberts said that the scoreboard was not a major issue in the DRB discussions.  He said that is why 
they separated it from the other issues.   
 
The Board said that the scoreboard is below the height of the aqueduct and is facing away from the 
neighbors on Smith Street.   
 

Statement of Facts 
 
The subject property is located at Reidy Field at Hunnewell Field, Washington Street, in a 10,000 square 
foot Single Residence District. 
 
The petitioner is requesting a Special Permit to install an internally illuminated 8 foot 11 inch by 3 foot 8 
inch scoreboard, mounted at a height of 8 feet.  The scoreboard will exceed the maximum area and height 
allowed in a Single Residence District. 
 
A Site Plan, dated 5/4/06, stamped by Joseph Sullivan, Registered Professional Surveyor, Proposed 
Scoreboard Dimensions, Proposed Operation, Existing Outfield Fence & Proposed Scoreboard, and 
photographs were submitted. 
 
On May 9, 2006 the Planning Board reviewed the petition and supported the Design Review Board's 
objections: 
 

Design Review Board objected to the Reidy Field project as installing permanent structures on 
Town land in July 2005. The Design Review Board felt the entire project should be brought before 
the Zoning Board of Appeals. The Planning Board supports the recommendations of the Design 
Review Board. 
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Decision 
 
This Authority has made a careful study of the materials submitted and the information presented at the 
hearing.  The subject standing sign (the scoreboard) does not conform to the current Zoning Bylaw in 
regard to maximum area and height allowed in a Single Residence District.   
 
It is the opinion of this Authority that the proposed scoreboard is for an educational purpose on land 
owned by a body politic of the Commonwealth (subject to the satisfaction of condition 1, below) and is 
accordingly entitled to the protection of the so-called Dover Amendment, G.L. c. 40A s.3 and is otherwise 
in harmony with the general purpose and intent of Section XXIIA of the Zoning Bylaw in regard to area 
and height. 
 
Therefore, a Special Permit is granted, as voted unanimously by this Authority at the Public Hearing, to 
install an internally illuminated 8 foot 11 inch by 3 foot 8 inch scoreboard, mounted at a height of 8 feet, 
subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. Verification that the owner of the property is the Town of Wellesley 
 

2. A letter of sponsorship for the project be submitted by the owner  
 

3. A letter of acceptance of control of the site be submitted by the owner 
 

4. The owner of the property shall be the petitioner 
 

5. A letter from Town Counsel verifying which Town agency has the authority to petition the Board 
of Appeals on behalf of the Town be submitted 

 
6. The scoreboard will be electrified.  No noise emanating power sources may be used. 

 
7. There shall be no advertising or graphics on the scoreboard. 

 
The Inspector of Buildings is hereby authorized to issue a permit for the scoreboard upon receipt and 
approval of a sign application and any other materials he may require.  No sign shall be installed until said 
permit has been issued. 
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APPEALS FROM THIS DECISION,    
IF ANY, SHALL BE MADE PURSUANT  Cynthia S. Hibbard, Acting Chairman 
TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 40A,   
SECTION 17, AND SHALL BE FILED   
WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER THE DATE   
OF FILING OF THIS DECISION IN THE  David G. Sheffield 
OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.   
   
   
  Robert W. Levy 
 
cc:  Planning Board 
       Inspector of Buildings 
lrm 
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