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ZBA 2002-47
Petition of Home Town Auto of Framingham, Inc.
965 Worcester Street

Pursuant to due notice, the Special Permit Granting Authority held a Public Hearing on Thursday, May
24,2002 at 7:30 p.m. in the Great Hall at the Town Hall, 525 Washington Street, Wellesley, on the
petition of HOME TOWN AUTO OF FRAMINGHAM, INC. requesting a Special Permit pursuant to the
provisions of Section XXIIA and Section XXV of the Zoning Bylaw to replace the current standing sign
with an externally illuminated double-sided standing sign at a height of 15 feet and a total area of 60
square feet (30 square feet/panel) set back 16 feet from the front property line at its premises at 965
Worcester Street, in a Business District. Said sign stating “Mazda” will exceed the allowed height of 10
feet and the allowed total area of 50 square feet.

On May 6, 2002, the petitioner filed a request for a hearing before this Authority, and thereafter, due
notice of the hearing was given by mailing and publication.

Presenting the case at the hearing were Kathleen Austin, counsel of Bowditch & Dewey, and Joe Shaker,
owner of the Mazda dealership. Ms. Austin said the proposal is to replace the standing sign, which will
be smaller and shorter. The premises have changed from a Lincoln/Mercury to a Mazda dealership.

The Board noted that the submitted photographs showed a new wall sign on the building and asked if it
had been permitted. Ms. Austin said it was a conforming sign and had been permitted.

The Board expressed concern that the change in the sign support from a single center pylon to a pylon at
each end of the sign without any above ground base as protection could result in damage from
automobiles in the busy lot. Mr. Shaker said that the sign has been angled to allow display cars to be
parked on both sides of the pylons, which should serve as sufficient protection. The current sign has no
protection.

The Board asked about the external lighting. Mr. Shaker said the external lights have not yet been
designed. He would like to wait until the sign has been installed to see whether the regular lot lights will
provide sufficient illumination.

The Board noted that the Planning Board had no objection to granting the Special Permit.

No other person present had any comment on the petition.
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Statement of Facts i;“ oA , i,- HS 0

The subject property is located at 965 Worcester Street, in a Business Dlstrlct %\/f eyyned by, Sta.ple,)é]
Regan. The premises, previously used as a Lincoln/Mercury dealership, are now a Mazda deafersﬁ’p
under the management of Home Town Auto of Framingham, Inc.

In 1999, Wellesley Lincoln Mercury was granted a Special Permit to erect an externally illuminated
double-sided standing sign at a height of 20 feet with a total area of 96 square feet.

The petitioner is requesting a Special Permit to replace said sign with an externally illuminated double-
sided standing sign at a height of 15 feet with a total area of 60 square feet (30 square feet/panel), set back
16 feet from the front property line, which will exceed the allowed height of 10 feet and the allowed total
area of 50 square feet.

The following materials were submitted: Mazda P-30 Pylon Sign; P-30 Install (90 mph) plan; a color
sample of the proposed sign; a copy of the Plot Plan; a Plan showing the location of the standing sign; all
produced by Plasti-Line, Inc.; Statement Justifying Request for Special Permit for Standing Sign; and
photographs.

On April 5, 2002, the Design Review Board reviewed the sign proposal and voted to recommend approval
by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

On May 14, 2002, the Planning Board reviewed the petition and had no objection to granting of the
Special Permit.

Decision

This Authority has made a careful study of the materials submitted and the information presented at the
hearing. The petitioner is requesting a Special Permit to replace the existing standing sign with a new
externally illuminated, double-sided standing sign at a height of 15 feet with a total area of 60 square feet,
set back 16 feet from the front property line, which will exceed the allowed height of 10 feet and the
allowed total area of 50 square feet.

It is the opinion of this Authority that the proposed sign will be an improvement on the existing standing
sign as it will be reduced in height and area. It is the further opinion of this Authority that the proposed
standing sign is in harmony with the general intent and purpose of Section XXIIA of the Zoning Bylaw in
regard to height and total area.

Therefore, a Special Permit is granted, as voted unanimously by this Authority at the Public Hearing for
the replacement of the existing sign with the proposed Mazda sign, subject to construction in accordance
with the submitted plot plan and sign drawing

The Inspector of Buildings is hereby authorized to issue a permit for the sign upon his receipt and
approval of a sign application. The new sign cannot be erected prior to removal of the existing sign and
issuance of the sign permit.
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APPEALS FROM THIS DECISION, @W M

IF ANY, SHALL BE MADE PURSUANT ' Richard L. Seegel, Acting Chairman
TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 40A,

SECTION 17, AND SHALL BE FILED / 5 B 2 :
WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER THE DATE Lot MM AVl
OF FILING OF THIS DECISION IN Robert A. Bastille

THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Cc: Planning Board
Inspector of Buildings J.{Randolph Becker
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