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The 2008-2009 school year was marked by two distinct issues.  The deteriorating 
economic climate nationally resulted in major budgetary challenges locally. And, 
after seven years of planning for a high school project, Town Meeting and the 
electorate approved a new $131 million high school project.  School Committee is 
grateful for the support of all town citizens on both fronts. 
 
The School Committee wishes to report the following: 
 

1. The School Committee and Town Meeting approved a fiscal year 2010 
operating budget in the amount of $53,283,503, an increase of 3.1% over 
FY09.    The original 6.8% budget increase guideline for the schools was 
lowered by the Advisory Committee to 3.0% in the early fall in light of the 
worsening economic climate.  The School Committee was able to meet the 
lower guideline through favorable cost saving developments, deferring 
relocation of Central Administration offices from the middle school, and 
eliminating from the budget two proposed new staff positions.  Included in the 
budget were funds in the amount of $50,000 to support an expanded high 
school busing plan due to construction. 

 
2. Five union contracts were up for renewal in 2008 and negotiations were 

successfully concluded with each of the unions over the course of the year.  
Major health insurance cost initiatives were included in each of the contracts, 
providing relief to health care costs in the overall town budget. 

 
3. Sixty new faculty began the year with gusto in September 2008.  Three new 

principals picked up the reins of leadership at the Bates and Hardy elementary 
schools and at Wellesley Middle School. 

 
4. In October 2008 Wellesley High School received the accreditation report from 

the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, based on a site visit 
during March conducted by NEASC. Recommendations for improvements in 
curriculum documentation as well as increased collaboration among 
departments were taken up by faculty, with further work to continue into the 
next academic year. 

 
5. The Wellesley High School project received overwhelming support at Special 

Town Meeting on October 20, 2008.  On December 9, 2008, voters passed the 
project with a 64% margin of approval.  The project calls for construction of a 
new school on the parking lot of the current high school site. The cost of the 
project will be $130,579,500. Reimbursement from the Massachusetts School 
Building Authority in the amount of $44 million will result in a total cost to the 



town of $86,579,500.  Permitting for the project with multiple town boards 
began in January 2009. 

 
6. In conjunction with the comprehensive planning for the high school project, 

School Committee addressed the related issues of parking and transportation 
during the construction period.  The committee increased the number of bus 
routes and doubled the number of daily runs in order to accommodate larger 
numbers of high school students on buses given the loss of all student parking 
and reduced parent drop off areas.  Additionally, plans were completed to 
create satellite offsite parking lots to accommodate all high school faculty 
within a short walking distance of the school. 

 
7. Construction continued at Fiske, Hardy, Hunnewell, Schofield and Upham 

elementary schools during the summer months as part of the $11.2 million, 
three-year infrastructure initiative approved by Town Meeting and voters in the 
spring of 2007. Refurbishments included new roofs and boilers; ceilings and 
floors; and new clock and bell systems. 

 
8. In order to serve increasing enrollment at the high school before the 

completion of the new school project, several new classrooms were configured 
from within the library and the auto lab during the summer of 2008.  Plans 
were subsequently approved by Special Town Meeting in October 2008 to 
reconfigure the lecture hall into 5 more classrooms and modify the cafeteria for 
increased capacity during the summer of 2009.   

 
9. The Sprague Fields project was successfully completed. Two new artificial turf 

fields opened during the fall of 2008, and three new grass fields opened in the 
spring of 2009.  A new fully accessible playground adjacent to the fields was 
installed, funded through the Sprague PTO.   The new Sprague Fields 
complex is a first class recreational facility that will benefit town residents for 
many years. 

 
10. Curriculum initiatives included implementation of a new math curriculum in 

grades 3-5, with continued implementation planned for grades K-2 in 2009-10.  
Work also continued on the cycle of regular comprehensive reviews of the 
Performing Arts and the K-12 English/Language Arts curriculums.  An 
evaluation of the Special Education Program occurred with help from an 
outside consultant.  A new option for study in foreign language became 
available at the middle school and high school with the successful introduction 
of instruction in Mandarin.  

 
11. The spring of 2009 brought an unwelcome visitor to the schools with the arrival 

of the H1N1 virus.  In close collaboration with the Department of Health, the 
schools navigated a swiftly changing landscape to manage outbreaks of 
illness among students while protecting the health of the whole school 
community. 

 
12. In March 2008, the voters elected Ilissa Povich and KC Kato each to serve a 

three year term on the committee and Stephen Burtt to the remaining two 
years of the term left vacant by the resignation of Christopher Guiffre.  Marlene 



Allen and Michael Young each stepped down following completion of one 
three-year term.  The School Committee thanks them for their service to 
Wellesley and their dedication to public education for our children. 

 
The School Committee extends thanks, congratulations and best wishes to the 
following members of the faculty who retired during the past year.  We appreciate 
their dedication and service to the Town of Wellesley.   
 

Eva Adler 
Cheryl Allison 

Diane Campbell 
Ronna Frick 

Michael Glenn 
Diane Hemond 
Thom Hughart 
Esta Nickinson 

June O’Neill 
Diane Redfield 

Jo Ann Schoenegge 
Eugene Varley 



 
WELLESLEY RESIDENTS ENROLLED IN SCHOOLS 

as of 
October 1, 2008 in Grades K-12 

 
WELLESLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 Non-resident*  Wellesley resident 
Elementary Schools Grades K-5 93 Grades K-5 2,388 
Middle School Grades 6-8 32 Grades 6-8 1,028 
High School Grades 9-12 45 Grades 9-12 1,213 
 170  4,629 
 
 (Total Wellesley Public Schools enrollment, 
 both resident and non-resident) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,799 
 
STUDENTS ATTENDING PUBLIC SCHOOLS OUTSIDE OF WELLESLEY 
(including programs under the direction of The Education Cooperative). . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 
STUDENTS ATTENDING PRIVATE SCHOOLS OUTSIDE OF WELLESLEY 
(state-approved special education programs for which Wellesley pays tuition. . . . . . . . . 73 
VOCATIONAL/REGIONAL SCHOOLS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
 
 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN WELLESLEY 

Dana Hall Grades 6-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72   
St. John's School Grades K-6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65  
St. Paul's School Grades K-8 . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 53  
Tenacre Country Day Grades K-6 . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 
 TOTAL 242 
 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS OUTSIDE OF WELLESLEY** 
 Grades K-12 . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 589 
  
 

GRAND TOTAL   5,558 
    
 
* Includes students in approved foreign exchange programs, participating in ABC or 

METCO programs, and others. 
 
** Excluding state-approved private special education schools for which Wellesley pays 

tuition.   


