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Board of Selectmen Meeting:  October 21, 2013  
Present:  Babson, Searle, Gibbs (Tsagaris and McCauley were absent) 
Also Present: Larsen, Connolly, Robinson (Jop present until 7:30) 
 
Meeting Called to order at 7:00pm 
 
Ms. Babson announced that the RDF will be open on Sundays for leaves through December 1.  Ms. 
Babson also suggested that if anyone notices streetlights out in their neighborhoods that they 
should please report it to the MLP. 
 
1.           Citizen Speak 
 
None 
 
2.           All Alcohol license application – Justine’s Grill, 978 Worcester Street   
 
Ms. Babson reopened the hearing for the All Alcohol license application for Justine’s Grill and noted 
that the hearing is to be continued until a later date at the request of the applicant. 
   
The Board voted (5-0) to continue the All Alcohol license application for Justine’s Grill to 
October 28, 2013 at 8:00 pm.   
 
3. Executive Directors Update 
 
Minutes 
The Board voted (3-0) to approve the minutes of the 8/19 and 9/23 Board of Selectmen’s 
meetings. 
 
One-day special licenses - Babson 
Mr. Larsen briefly reviewed a request from Babson for three one-day special licenses.  He noted the 
requests appear to be in order.   
 
The Board voted (3-0) to approve the request from Babson College, for three One-Day 
Special Licenses, in accordance with their request dated September 4, 2013. 
 
Historical Commission appointment 
Mr. Larsen briefly reviewed the request from the Chair of the Historic Commission regarding 
appointment of Tad Heuer to the Commission. 
 
The Board voted (3-0) to appoint Tad Heuer, 17Abbott Street, to the Historical Commission 
for a term to expire June 30, 2014. 

Ms. Babson noted that Arvid von Taube and Maureen Staley Cary were invited by the Historical 
Commission to serve as non-statutory members.  Ms. Babson briefly reviewed the backgrounds of 
each of these individuals. 

Mr. Larsen noted that a copy of the Board of Selectmen calendar had been distributed and he 
highlighted the latest changes.   He noted the calendar calls for the Annual Town Meeting Warrant 
to be opened on December 16, 2013. 
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4.  Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) discussion  

David Kornwitz, Retirement Board Chair, Dick Joyce, Municipal Light Plant Director, Marc Waldman, 
Town Treasurer, and Lynn Whynot, Retirement Board Administrator joined the Board.  Mr. 
Kornwitz introduced Ms. Whynot, the new Retirement Board Administrator.   Mr. Kornwitz noted 
that they will update the Board on the Town’s OPEB assets and some of the Retirement Board’s 
considerations in regards to those investments.   He noted that all obstacles have been cleared to 
allow retirement system assets to be comingled with retiree healthcare assets. At the next 
Retirement Board meeting they will vote on the merits of moving the Town’s OPEB assets into the 
Massachusetts Pension Reserves Investment Trust (PRIT) fund.  Mr. Kornwitz reviewed the roles 
and responsibilities of the Retirement Board with respects to assets, discussed the Retirement 
Board’s thought process on why they feel this is the best option and provided background 
information on the portfolio construction and PRIT Core Fund asset allocation targets.  He 
discussed the benefits of investing through the Massachusetts Pension Reserve Investment 
Management (PRIM) Board and concluded with a discussion of the current State Retiree Benefits 
Trust Fund (SRBTF) landscape. 

Mr. Joyce noted that the MLP Board will put this issue on their agenda on October 31, 2013.  He 
further noted that in 2007 the MLP was fully supportive of the transfer of pension assets and he 
expects they will embrace it this time as well. 

Mr. Larsen noted that the Town is taking advantage of past special legislation the Town obtained to 
create the OPEB fund.   There is a question as to whether, for matters of form, the Town might 
choose to abandon that special legislation and take advantage of new general legislation that 
supersedes it.  This would require Town Meeting’s adoption of Chapter 32B, Section 20.  

In response to questions from the Board, Mr. Kornwitz noted the next OPEB valuation would be no 
sooner than July, 2014, and he anticipates the proposed transfer of assets to PRIT would happen at 
the end of the year.  

5. Cochituate Aqueduct – Memorandum of Agreement 

Ms.  Babson updated the Board on where Cochituate Aqueduct matter currently stands.  She 
presented a slide displaying the 5.6 acres of land the Town might acquire and reviewed what has 
been done to date and what is left to do.  She gave a detailed account of the structure of the 
transaction and described the proposed rezoning of the 11,000 square foot parcel to Single 
Residence A, as well as the potential creation of a deed restriction.  She reviewed the prior 
Massachusetts Division of Capital Asset Management (DCAM) appraisal as well as the inspections 
the Town is undertaking to ensure the Town officials understand exactly what they would be 
acquiring.  Mr. Larsen reviewed the Chapter 21E assessment, which deals with environmental 
issues on the site.  Ms. Babson reviewed the status of discussions with the Natural Resources 
Commission (NRC) to complete the necessary land swaps (to reserve additional land as open 
space).  These swaps are required by the special legislation and she noted that the NRC voted last 
week to accept the three Seaver Street properties as parkland with conditions.  She noted that the 
Board needed to discuss these conditions, as it would require the Selectmen to transfer jurisdiction 
of land to NRC they have been under the Selectmen’s control since 1962.  Mr. Robinson noted he 
would like to sit down with the NRC and vet this, as he feels there is an inadvertent tilt.   

Ms. Babson described upcoming hearings with the Wetlands Committee and the Zoning Board and 
reviewed what approvals they will be seeking to close this matter at the December 9, 2013, Special 
Town Meeting.  Ms. Babson reviewed the draft Memorandum of Agreement that will be making 
with Bike Realty LLC. 

At 8:00 pm the Board was polled all aye to go into executive session to discuss acquisition of 
real property.  Ms. Babson noted Board would return to session at 8:30pm to consider the 
National Grid and Comcast petitions. 



Page 3 of 5 

 

(see Executive Session minutes attached.) 

At 8:30 pm the Board returned to open session. 

6. National Grid Petitions 

Ms. Babson opened the hearing for the 10 Sheridan Circle, National Grid Petition.  Mr. Dennis Regan, 
National Grid representative joined the Board.  Mr. Regan reviewed the petition for 10 Sheridan 
Circle. 

The Board voted (3-0) to approve the petition from National Grid to install and 
maintain approximately 186 feet more or less of 4 inch gas main in Sheridan Circle, 
Wellesley, from the existing 4 inch gas main in Sheridan Road westerly to house #10 
for a new gas service.   
 
Ms. Babson closed the National Grid public hearing for 10 Sheridan Circle. 
 
The Board did not consider the Dearborn Street petition, as that is a private way and 
outside the jurisdiction of the Board of Selectmen. 
 
7.  Comcast Petition – Pine Tree Road 

Ms. Babson opened the hearing for Pine Tree Road, Comcast petition. Manuel Fertado joined the 
Board to request the installation of PVC conduit on Pine Tree Road for cable service. 

The Board voted (3-0) to approve the petition from Comcast to install approximately 
53 feet of 3 inch PVC within roadway from existing vault as pictured on Pine Tree 
Road across Linden Street continuing to private property (231 Linden Street) as 
described in drawings.  
 
Ms. Babson closed the Comcast public hearing for Pine Tree Road.  
 
Projects and Other Updates 
 
Wellesley Community Development – Ms. Babson noted that for the first time there will be 
Halloween trick or treat parade on Saturday at 11 am for kids 8 years or younger in Wellesley Hills.  
Ms. Babson reviewed details of this event.  

Ms. Babson also noted that Dick Joyce and Jim Verner met with merchants in Wellesley Square to 
discuss holiday lighting on the poles in the square.  She announced that there will be a tree lighting 
and Holiday Stroll on December 8, 2013.    

Fuller Brook Park Committee – Ms. Babson noted that last Saturday and Sunday the Committee 
hosted a walk through the park and were joined by a good group on both dates.  Ms. Babson 
described the activities of that day.  

Regional Matters - Ms. Gibbs noted that today marked the first day of operation for Metrowest 
Regional Transit Authority (MWRTA) Route 8 bus service. She noted the first run was successful 
and relayed the details.  She noted the driver was handpicked as he is a former fuel truck driver for 
Diehl’s of Wellesley.  Over the next few weeks scheduling changes may take place and she gave 
details of Friday’s inaugural event. 
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Sustainability – Ms. Gibbs noted that their next meeting is on November 1, 2013 and she will 
circulate a draft of written testimony for the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) Legislation 
for the October 29 State House hearing 

School Committee Task Force – Ms. Searle noted that they will be going to the Advisory Committee 
on Wednesday and that prior to that meeting the Facilities Director will conduct a tour of the 
Schofield School so Town Meeting members can see firsthand the work being proposed.  Ms. Searle 
noted that on Monday, Mr. Larsen will present the Preliminary 10 year School Facilities Capital Plan 
and they will be seeking input.  

Town- Wide Facilities - Ms. Searle noted some of the projects will be before PBC on Thursday night 
so she will provide an update at the next meeting.  

 

Documents Presented 

• OPEB Investment Management Discussion 10/21/13 
 

At 8:37 pm the meeting was adjourned. 

  


