
Monday, March 3, 2008 

This regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held this evening in the Juliani Meeting Room, 
Town Hall.  In attendance were:  Owen H. Dugan, Chair, Katherine L. Babson, Jr., Secretary, Harriet S. 
Warshaw and David J. Himmelberger.  Also in attendance were Hans Larsen, Executive Director, Terrance 
J. Connolly, Deputy Director and Albert S. Robinson, Town Counsel.  The meeting was called to order at 
7:00 p.m.  Gregory B. Mills, Vice Chair arrived at 7:10. 
 
The following warrants was executed: #36 in the amount of $2,781,941.93. 
 
1. Open Meeting 
 

Mr. Dugan opened the meeting. 
 
The Board was polled all aye to go into Executive Session to discuss strategy for collective bargaining 
and potential litigation. 
 

Mr. Dugan and the other Board members expressed their appreciation to David Himmelberger for 
his years of service to the Town as a Selectman. 
 

Mr. Himmelberger expressed his sentiments on leaving the Board.    
 
2. Citizen Speak 
 

Martin Kane, 11 Ledyard Street, representing the residents of Ledyard and Columbia Street 
expressed his concern regarding the impact of the proposed development at 27 Washington Street.  His 
comments focused on the perceived excessive scale of the proposed development, screening measures, 
aesthetic improvements, and construction mitigation measures.  He noted the residents have discussed these 
issues with National Development and asked the Selectmen to support the favorable resolution of these 
concerns. 
 

Mr. Dugan reminded attendees and viewers of the Town Election scheduled for tomorrow. 
 
3. Audit Committee 
  

Brian Boyce, Stacey Braatz, Tom Fontaine, Pat Burke, and Lisa Creminini (Audit Committee), 
Jim Powers (Powers & Sullivan) and Sheryl Strother (Town Finance Director) joined the Board.  Mr. 
Boyce reviewed the work of the Audit Committee, and the scope and results of the various audits 
performed by Powers & Sullivan.  He noted that, in all instances, P&S has issued a favorable audit opinion.  
He also reviewed the key findings reported in the Management Letter. 
 

The Board asked several questions and expressed appreciation for the Committee’s work. 
 
 
4. Mental Health Steering Committee 
 

Shep Cohen, Lloyd Tarlin, Maura Renzella, Mary Suresh, Rob Evans, Brian Spencer, Andrew 
Keough, and Chatham Yankauskas Flynn joined the Board.  Mr. Cohen summarized the work of the 
Steering Committee, which is focused on suicide prevention.  He noted the Parent Resource Guide and Mr. 
Evans noted that the Committee has focused on more active outreach efforts to Elementary School parent 
groups. 
 

Mr. Keough noted his efforts to balance the High School experience for students, including 
formation of a 45 person committee (12 students, 10 parents and faculty) to look at the students’ experience 
through Academic, Social, Emotional and Parent Support lenses.  He also noted the Bridge Program, 
Guidance Seminars, and training provided to teachers to help them recognize indicators of potential 
suicide. 
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 The Board expressed its appreciation to the Steering Committee for their efforts. 
    
 
5. Bethel Road Discontinuance Hearing  
 

As President of the Temple, Ms. Warshaw recused herself from this matter.  Mr. Dugan opened 
the hearing.  Steve Langer, Tom Block (Chairman of the Temple Building Committee) and Joe Geller 
(Stantec Engineering) joined the Board.  Mr. Langer reviewed the proposal to discontinue Bethel Road as a 
public way.   Mr. Block reviewed the history of the property and the evolution of the building project.  He 
noted the favorable discussions with the School Committee and Schofield School community regarding a 
shared parking arrangement.  Mr. Geller reviewed the Temple building plans, the proposed parking 
improvements, and the specific parcel to be affected by the discontinuance (.242 acres).  Mr. Langer noted 
a draft agreement with the Town concerning the Temple’s agreement to repave Bethel Road out to Cedar 
Street, to plow the Town’s section of Bethel Road, and to grant the Town an easement regarding the 
turnaround.  He also noted the draft agreement with the School Committee regarding the Temple’s 
commitment to develop additional parking spaces and repave the driveway at Schofield School. 
 

Mr. Mills questioned whether adequate attention has been given to drainage issues.  Mr. Geller 
noted the drainage improvements planned, including a rain garden and the use of pervious pavement, as 
well as drainage work Schofield parking lot.  Mr. Langer noted they expect to file their PSI submission by 
mid-March.  Mr. Himmelberger noted the discontinuance is, in effect, a discontinuance of an easement 
previously taken by the Town. 
  

Himmelberger moved, Babson seconded and the Board voted (4-0) to approve the 
discontinuance of a portion of Bethel Road as shown on a plan entitled “Discontinuance Plan of a 
portion of Bethel Road in Wellesley MA”, drawn by Precision Land Surveying Inc., dated January 
11, 2008. 
 

Mr. Dugan closed the hearing. 
 
 
6. Wellesley Country Club CV License – Change of Premises 
 

As a member of the Wellesley Country Club, Mr. Dugan recused himself from this matter.  Mr. 
Mills reopened the hearing.  Mr. Langer reviewed the description of the licensed premises.  The Board 
discussed the need for further dimensional details regarding the exterior spaces to be licensed.   
 

Mr. Larsen noted Deputy Chief Brooks’ conversations with the Alcoholic Beverages Control 
Commission (ABCC) regarding whether the Town should license the entire Clubhouse, or specific portions 
thereof.  Based on the guidance received from the ABCC, Chief Cunningham and Deputy Chief Brooks are 
recommending the Town license the entire premises.  Mr. Larsen also noted the letter received from 
residents of Lincoln Circle. 

 
The Board deferred further action on this matter until a later date, and Mr. Mills continued the 

hearing.  
 

7. Executive Director’s Update 
 
 Minutes 
 
Babson moved, Mills seconded and the Board voted (5-0) to approve the minutes of the February 25, 
2008 Board meeting. 
 
 Finalization of FY09 Budget and TWFP 
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 Mr. Larsen summarized the status of efforts to finalize the version of the Town-wide Financial 
Plan to be included in the Advisory Book, and the steps leading to finalization of the FY09 budget request 
to be presented to Town Meeting. 
 
 Weston Road Engineering Services 
 

Mr. Larsen reviewed the proposed contract with BETA Group, Inc. for $295,000 of engineering 
services in connection with the reconstruction of Weston Road.  The Board deferred action on this item 
until the following week. 

 
 Gifts to Council on Aging 
 

Babson moved, Mills seconded and the Board voted (5-0) to accept the gift of $500 from the 
Wellesley Gentlemen’s Society. This gift was the suggestion of member Gary Smith and given by 
President, Richard J. Morrison. 
 
 
Old/New Business 
 

Ms. Babson provided an update on the Wellesley High School Building Committee including the 
results of the meeting with representatives of the Massachusetts School Building Authority on February 28.  
Ms. Babson recapped the proposed timetable for approval of the project as discussed with the MSBA.  The 
MSBA characterized the timetable as aggressive, but possible.  She also noted a follow-up meeting to the 
Green Charrette, which is scheduled for Thursday at 8:00 PM.  
 

Mr. Mills provided an update on the efforts to preserve the Wellesley Country Club House, 
including the Board of Public Works intention to further consider reuse of the structure as a new DPW 
office building, based on their architect’s assessment that this could result in a lower cost project.     

 
Mr. Himmelberger provided an update on 27 Washington Street.  He noted that further work is 

being done by the traffic consultants.     
 
 Mr. Himmelberger provided an update on the Board’s discussions with the School Committee 
regarding a proposal to consolidate responsibility for the operation and maintenance of all Town buildings.  
He noted that an agreement in principle has been reached and the Board members involved are continuing 
to refine the proposal. 
 

At 10:50, the Board was polled all aye to go into Executive Session to discuss strategy for 
litigation and collective bargaining. 
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