
Monday, January 28, 2008 
 
This regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held this evening in the Juliani Meeting Room, 
Town Hall.  In attendance were:  Owen H. Dugan, Chair, Gregory B. Mills, Vice Chair, Katherine L. 
Babson, Jr., Secretary and David J. Himmelberger.  Also in attendance were Hans Larsen, Executive 
Director, Terrance J. Connolly, Deputy Director and Albert S. Robinson, Town Counsel.  The 
meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  Harriet S. Warshaw joined the meeting at 8:30 (Ms. 
Warshaw had been attending the Planning Board’s Public Hearing on the 27 Washington Street PSI).   
 
The following Warrants were executed: #30 in the amount of $5,101,218.29 and #31 in the 
amount of $1,019,305.07.  
 
 
1. Citizen Speak 
 

None. 
 
2. Executive Director’s Update  
 
Babson moved, Mills seconded and the Board voted (4-0) to approve the minutes of the January 
7, 2008 and January 14, 2008, Board of Selectmen meetings. 
 
Babson moved, Mills seconded and the Board voted (4-0) to accept with thanks the following 
gifts to the Council on Aging: 
 

• $1,500 from the Friends of Wellesley Senior Neighbors (for transportation) 
• $1,000 from Women’s Fellowship 
• $1,000 from the Mary Esther Tolles Charitable Foundation 
• $200 in the memory of Dick Ferguson (resident who passed away in November 2007) 
• $50 from Velta Ramolins 
• $25 from Catherine Bean 

 
Mr. Larsen noted that the Governor’s FY09 budget includes approximately $1.9M more Chapter 

70 aid than the prior year, but that it is too early in the State budget cycle to assume this full amount 
will be included in the final budget. 
 

Regarding the request received from Advisory to reprioritize FY09 capital requests, Mr. Larsen 
noted that he would have a recommendation to share with the Board at its next meeting. 

 
Mr. Larsen provided a brief update on the status of the Route 9/16 bridge. 
 
Regarding the request from the developer of Fells Hollow to eliminate the age restriction on that 

property, Mr. Larsen noted that he is still awaiting a draft comment letter from the WHDC to the 
ZBA.  Mr. Himmelberger, Ms. Babson and Mr. Dugan expressed opposition the request and deferred 
action until later in the meeting. 
 

Regarding the proposed development at 65 Washington Street, Mr. Robinson provided an 
overview of the next steps following Mass Housing’s issuance of the site approval letter.  Mr. 
Himmelberger, Mr. Mills and Mr. Dugan reiterated the Board’s opposition to the development.  
 

Mr. Larsen reviewed the schedule for the remainder of the week including the Weston Road 
public meeting on Tuesday, a meeting with Advisory on Wednesday and the Inter-Board meeting on 
Thursday.  The Board briefly discussed the agenda for each of the meetings.  
 
3. Police Officer Appointments 
 

Chief Cunningham and Deputy Chief Brooks joined the Board and presented three 
candidates for appointment as police officers.  Mr. Cunningham reviewed the recruitment process and 
the background of each of the candidates.  Each of the candidates briefly summarized their interest in 
law enforcement work and the Wellesley Police Department. 
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Babson moved, Mills seconded and the Board voted (4-0) to appoint Christopher T. Connelly, 
Ronald J. Poirier and Nathan A. Derby as Police Officers for the Town of Wellesley effective 
January 28, 2008, contingent upon successful completion of physical and psychological 
screening, a physical abilities test, and successful completion of the police academy.  

 
4. Town Bylaw Study Committee 

 
Bob White, representing the Town Bylaw Study Committee joined the Board and summarized the 

status of the Committee’s recommendations.  Mr. White noted the Committee held a public hearing 
and met with Advisory to review their proposals.  He further noted the Committee is unlikely to bring 
forward the previously proposed revision to Section 8.2.  The Committee is contemplating two 
motions encompassing the proposed revisions to Sections 8.3, 8.10 and 8.11.   

 
Mr. White summarized the nature and rationale for the proposed change to Bylaw 11.8, which 

would impact the distribution of the Advisory Committee’s reports.  The Board discussed several 
minor changes to this proposal. 

 
Ultimately, the Board expressed overall support for the work of the Committee.    
 
The Board returned to the matter of Fells Hollow.  Mr. Larsen summarized the contents of a letter 

received from the attorney for the developer of Fells Hollow, which provided answers to a series of 
questions posed by Mr. Schnorr, representing the WHDC.  The Board reiterated its opposition to the 
request to eliminate the age restriction.  Ms. Babson noted the Fells Hollow represents an important 
effort to provide more diversity of housing stock.  Mr. Larsen committed to draft a letter to the ZBA 
on this matter for review by the Board. 

 
5. Sprague Fields Task Force 

 
Chris Guiffre, representing the Sprague Fields Task Force and School Committee joined the 

Board and presented the unanimous recommendations of the Task Force.  Mr. Guiffre reviewed the 
Task Force’s members, Mission, approach, progress to date, options and elements of a Master Plan for 
the Sprague Field complex.   He also reviewed the costs, potential phasing and funding of the various 
options. 

 
The Board expressed gratitude and support for the work of the Committee.  Ms. Warshaw 

questioned handicap access from the Middle School.  Mr. Himmelberger contrasted the Task Force’s 
recommendations with the prior year proposal and asked whether the Committee would consider 
recommending the ZBA incorporate the body of its recommendations as conditions of the resulting 
Comprehensive Permit. 

 
Mills moved, Himmelberger seconded and the Board voted (5-0) to endorse the Master Plan for 
the Sprague Field Complex as recommended by the Chair for the purpose of achieving the 
required remediation and improved utilization of this important asset. 

 
Old/New Business 
 
Ms. Babson provided an update on the activities of the School Building Committee, including 

plans for refining the two principal options, a Townsman article summarizing the history of the High 
School project, and preparations for a meeting with the MSBA at the end of February. 

 
Mr. Himmelberger provided an update regarding the proposed development at 27 Washington 

Street.  Mr. Himmelberger noted the key features of the proposed development, including the fact that 
it is largely a “by right” development.  He further noted the commencement of the PSI Hearing this 
evening and the status of the Selectmen’s work on the Traffic portion of the PSI, including a pending 
letter from BETA (Town’s traffic consultant) to the Town summarizing their feedback on National 
Development’s traffic plan.  Lastly, he noted that many of the existing traffic issues in the Lower Falls 
area are not directly attributable to the proposed development, and the development will generate less 
traffic than a theoretical reopening of the former Grossman’s. 
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At 9:45 the Board was polled all aye to go into Executive Session to discuss strategy with 

respect to collective bargaining. 
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