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• Introduction

• Applicable Laws and Wellesley Accident 
History

• Pedestrian/Bicycle Update

• Alternative Accommodations

• Questions from Board

• Public Input
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety



Town of Wellesley Bicycle By-Laws

• Wherever a sidewalk is provided adjacent to the 
roadway, bicycles may use such sidewalk and not the 
roadway, except:

• No person shall operate a bicycle on the sidewalk 
adjacent to a church, store, or business establishment.  

• When on a sidewalk approaching a pedestrian, the 
bicyclist shall slow down and give a timely warning upon 
the signaling device

• Pedestrians shall be given right of way at all times

• Additional items found in Mass General Laws



Accident Statistics
Reported Motor Vehicle Accidents:

• 2010: 849

• 2011: 782

• 2012: 784

Reported Motor Vehicle Accidents 
involving Pedestrians:

• 2010: 9

• 2011: 8

• 2012: 8

Reported Motor Vehicle Accidents 
involving Bicyclists:

• 2010: 13

• 2011: 9

• 2012: 5



Recent Pedestrian & Bicycle Activities in 
Wellesley

 2007-11  Bike rack MAPC grant

•Installed 42 bike racks (216 bike spaces) in Wellesley

 2008-12 Wellesley High School Project

•Improved ADA compliance and reconstructed sidewalk 
network

•Bike racks 

 2009 Planning Board “Wellesley Walks”

 2009-11 Redevelopment of Linden Square

•Coordinated traffic lights

•Street furnishings

•Pedestrian Bump-outs

•Bike racks
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Recent Pedestrian & Bicycle Activities in 
Wellesley

6



Recent Pedestrian & Bicycle Activities
in Wellesley

 2010 - ongoing Fuller Brook Project

•2.2 miles of universal access pathways (Dover Road to 
Maugus Ave)

•Links to popular pathways through Hunnewell Field

 2011-12 Lower Falls Improvement Project

•Exclusive pedestrian phase at traffic lights

•Lighted pedestrian activated crosswalks

•Pedestrian Bump-outs

•Bike racks

•Connection to public trails and DCR Footbridge
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Recent Pedestrian & Bicycle Activities in 
Wellesley
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Recent Pedestrian & Bicycle Activities in 
Wellesley

9



Recent Pedestrian & Bicycle Activities in 
Wellesley
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Recent Pedestrian & Bicycle Activities in 
Wellesley
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Future Projects with Considerations
for Bicycle & Pedestrian Improvements

Washington Street
•Multi-year street resurfacing project
•Anticipated Phase 1 - Route 9 to Forest Street, Phase 2 -

Forest Street to Wellesley Ave and Phase 3 - Wellesley 
Square
•Mobility improvements including ADA ramp upgrades, 
removal brick banding and brick crosswalks

 Kingsbury Street
•Street reconstruction project to improve pedestrian safety 
and localized drainage problems
•Install curbing, replacing and installing ADA ramps, 
improve crosswalk visibility
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Challenges for Wellesley

Pedestrian safety enhancements are not always compatible with 
bicycle lanes
Current Design guidance may require street widening

•Commercial areas with on-street parking 48 to 50 feet (2 
parking lanes, 2 bike lanes and 2 travel lanes)
•Residential areas w/out parking 27 to 30 feet (2 travel lanes 
and 2 bike lanes)

Added design costs
•Proposed bike lane installation should be analyzed for traffic 
and pedestrian volumes

Esthetic Concerns
•Some communities have experienced concerns with pavement 
markings looking “too urban” 
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Complete Streets Design Approach
• Example - Dennis, MA

 Aims at accommodating ALL users within the public ROW

 Balances safety, operational efficiency and sustainability through 
design improvements



Pedestrian Safety Technologies – HAWK 
Signals



Five “E’s” of Bikeable Community

 Evaluation and Planning –identify  and prioritize 
improvements to the system that benefit the greatest 
number of users and addresses the connectivity issues 
at a reasonable cost.

 Engineering –ensuring roadway design, bicycle-
parking facilities, and other infrastructure are 
developed to better support bicycle use.

 Education –provide instruction to bicyclists and 
motorists on the safe use of bicycles in traffic.

 Enforcement –responsibility of the police to enforce 
the existing traffic laws and rules of the road for both 
motorists and bicyclists.

 Encouragement –programs, policies or events that 
can be implemented to encourage the use of bicycles 
as a transportation choice.



Evaluation & Planning- Mid & Long Term 
Plan (Example)

 Establish a bike/ped committee

 Updated Town bicycle GIS map

 Develop a pedestrian and 
bicycle priority network map

 Establish list of bike and 
pedestrian priority projects 
based on qualitative and 
quantitative data



Engineering Resources

 2012 AASHTO Guide for 
Development of Bicycle 
Facilities

 2011 AASHTO Green Book

 2009 FHWA MUTCD



Engineering-Low Cost Alternative Examples

Develop signed & marked on-road bike routes

 Improve parking conditions for cyclists

Develop education and encouragement materials

 Implement bike and pedestrian priorities into 
maintenance program

 Recommendation for annual operations budget

 Bike Friendly Community Designation

Apply for Walkable Community Designation



…widths should be 
determined by context 
and anticipated use.

Measure to center of line

Bicyclists preferred 
operating width is at least 
5 feet



Illustrative Cross Sections



Marked Shared Lanes (SLM, Sharrows)

Shared Lane Marking 
Applications:
– Adjacent to parking to position 

cyclist outside of door zone

– In wide lanes to position away 
from curb

– Middle of narrow lanes

– Multi-lane roads with no room 
for bike lanes



Shared Lane Supplemental Signs 

Less than 13’ Lane

SLM middle of lane
Greater than 13’ Lane

SLM at 11’ from face of curb



Western Avenue Bike Accommodation –
Allston MA

Bike Lanes Sharrows Floating Parking -
Bicycle Lane



Engineering  Low Cost Alternatives: 
On-road Signed Bike Network



Education and Encouragement Low Cost 
Alternatives



Education and Encouragement Low Cost 
Alternatives



Questions from Board

Public Input
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Motor Vehicles Responsibilities 
Toward Bicyclists



Under MGL Chapter 90 Section 14

• When approaching or passing a bicyclist, M/V 
must slow and pass at safe distance at 
reasonable speed

• M/V cannot turn right into path of bicyclist

• M/V cannot turn left into path of oncoming 
bicyclist

• M/V cannot open door of vehicle unless safe



Under MGL Chapter 89 Section 2

• M/V Passing a bicyclist traveling in the same 
direction must use all or part of adjacent lane 
if it is safe, or wait until it is safe to pass.



Bicyclists Responsibilities Toward 
Motor Vehicles and Pedestrians



Under MGL Chapter 85 Section 11B

• Bicyclist shall signal by either hand intention 
to stop or turn

• Bicyclist may ride on sidewalks outside of 
business districts 

• Bicyclist shall yield right of way to pedestrian 
on sidewalk and give audible signal before 
passing



Under MGL Chapter 85 Section 11B 
(continued)

• Bicyclists may ride 2 abreast, but must 
facilitate passing

• Bicyclist or bike passenger must wear helmet 
if 16 years of age or under
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