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Fetition of Richard 7. and Devon W. Hildreth

Pursuant to due notice the Permit Granting Authority held a
publie hearing in the hearing room on the second floor of the Town Hall at
8:00 pem. omn April 27, 1978, on the petition of Riehard T. and Devon W.
Hildreth, requesting a variance from the terms of Section XIX of the Zoning
By-law, which will allow the construction of a shed dormer window on the
reer of the dwelling at l Oakland Street, with a side yard less than the
required twenty feet and a front yard less than the required thirty feet.
Said request was made under the provisions of Section XXIV-D of the Zoning

By-lqw °

On April 11, 1978, the petitioners requested a hearing before
ard and therea.fter due notice of the hearing was given by mailing and

“pupﬁ i%ion.

«~% Richard T. Hildreth spoke in support of the petition at the hearing.
“ @ Tee H. Smith, 6 Oakland Bireet, spoke in favor of the request.
v Statement of Facts

’%

'&*»‘*

[ ’ The house involved is approximately a hundred years old, prior to
the %gbtlh‘t of Section XIX of the Zoning By-law requiring a twenty-foot side
vard @nd a thirty-foot front yard.

The petitioners seek a variance to extend an existing dormer
window on the rear of their dwelling so that an additional second-story bed-
room and bathroom can be constructed. It was stated that the proposed extension
of the dormer toward theé south end of the house is desired not only to provide
a needed additional bedroom and second~-story bath, but also to eliminate the
lack of headroom in the passagewsy leading from the back stairs and the south
bedroom to the existing bathroom. The house is 2 "salt-box" type house, it was
stated, which consiste af a single-story structure in the rear with a roof line
runnina from the peak of the house to the single story wall in the rear. The
house now has only two bedrooms and one bathroom. 4 very small shed dormer was
constructed in the rear of the house about 1940, to provide a small bathroom
and closet area., it was stated, and in 1977, the petitioners obtained a permit
to enlarge that existing dormer to extend toward the north end of the house in
order to provide a third bedroom.

It was explained that the vroposed construction would not extend
as far into the front yard or side yard as the existing structure, nor would
it be as high as the existing peak of the house. It was further explained that
a literal enforcement of the side yard and front yard requirements would involve
a substantial hardship, both financially and physically, to the petitioners,
awing to both the shape of the house and the shape of the lot itself.

A PlQu plan was submitted, drawn by Robert Gordon Nelson, Land
Surveyor, dated September 12, 1977, Whn.cn showed the existing house on the lot
and indicating the location of the proposed dormer window extension.



Petition of Bichard T. and -
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Said plan showed the existing house to be located L.5!' from the southeasterly
lot line and 11! from Oakland Street, with the proposed dormer to be approxi-
mately six feet from the side line at the nearest point and approzimately
twenty-six feet from the front line, {Oakland Street).

Plans were also submitted which showed the elevations of the
house as well as the second-floor layout.

Decision

It is the opinion of this Board, after a careful study of the
evidence suomitted and a view of the locus, that a real need exists for the
proposed bedroom and bathroom, and that the proposed plan appears to be the
only practical and feasible place it can be constructed to vrovide the needed
space. The dormer extension, if bullt, will not encroach any closer to the
side lot line or street than the existing house, and, in the opinion, of this
Board, will not prove detrimental to the arez.

The 1ot involved is a corner lot, with the existing house located
in the extreme southwesterly corner of the lot. Due to the location of the
house on the lot, it appears to this Board, thet the petitioners would have
difficulty to find any space on the lot upon which to construct an addition
which would comply with the Zoning By-law and provide the needed space.

Therefore, it is the unanimous opinion of this Board that owing
to the shape of the lot as well as the topography of the building, a literal
enforcement of the provisions of Section XIX of the Zoning By-law would
involve substantial hardship to the petitioners. It is the further opinion
of this Board that desirable relief may be granted without substantial detri-
ment to the public good, and without mullifying or substantially derogating
from the intent or purpose of the Zoning By-law.

Accordingly, the requested variance is granted and the Building
Inspector is authorized to issue a permit for the proposed dormer window
extension as shown on the plan submitted and on file with this Board, drawn
by Robert Gordon Helson, Land Surveyor, dated September 12, 1977.
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Copies of the decision and all plans referred to in this decision have been
filed witn the Planning Board and the Town Clerk.
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