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Petition of Calla Jean Schaefer and Claude Gentilhomme

Pursuant to due notice, the Special Permit Granting Authority held a Public Hearing
in the second floor hearing room of the Town Hall at 8 p.m. on Thursday, June 30,
1983, on the petition of Calla Jean Schaefer and Claude Gentilhomme, requesting a
Special Permit which will allow the property located at 789 Worcester Street to be
used as two separate dwellings for two families by the conversion of the carriage
house to one dwelling unit, and the continued use of the main house as a dwelling
unit. Said lot contains 43,898 square feet of land and is located in a Single Resi-
dence District. Said request is pursuant to Section XXV and Section IT 8 {(a) of the
Zoning Bylaw.

On June 10, 1983, the petitioners filed for a hearing before this Board and thereafter
due notice of the hearing was given by mailing and publication.-

Presenting the case at the hearing was Claude Gentilhomme, who stated that he, his
wife and his sister, Calla Jean Schaefer, had recently purchased the property, con-
sisting of a main house, a carriage house, on 103,471 square feet of land, for a long
term residence. A trust agreement would give the main house to Mrs. Schaefer until
1989, and the carriage house to Mr. Gentilhomme, at which time they would switch domi-
ciles. Mr. Gentilhomme presented proposed site plans and photographs of the property.
A letter of support was presented from Virginia Cutler, 7 Mansfield Road, and Henry
Sawicki, 793 Worcester Street. :

The petitioners wish to develop the property, to enhance it, and to subdivide it into
three lots. The barn does not have the required frontage to create a separate lot,

so the petitioners are requesting the Special Permit to allow two dwelling units on
one lot. The lot lines have not been established nor has the Planning Board approved
any subdivision. The petitioners want a finding from the Board of Appeals before they
define the subdivision.

Opposed to the petition were: Eva S. Guzelian, 21 Mansfield Road, Louis W. Dervan,
784 WoIdester Street, Richard Walsh, 17 Mansfield Road. '
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The property involved is located at 789 Worcester Street, containing 103,471 square
feet of-Tand, in a Single Residence District. The petitioners recently purchased the
property;%which contains a main dwelling and a carriage house, and propose to create
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three lots. Lot 1 would contain 43,898 square feet of land, and the petitioners
propose to create two dwelling units on the lot, one being the main house and the
other being the renovated barn or carriage house. The lot lines have not been legally
established nor has the Planning Board approved the subdivision. The petitioners want
a finding from the Board of Appeals before they define the subdivision. They are seek-
ing a Special Permit to allow two dwellings on a single lot in a Single Residence
District, stating that this would allow the preservation of the character of the
property, and have financial advantages.

The Planning Board, in a letter dated June 30, 1983, stated it is opposed to the grant-

ing of a Special Permit, and believes that the entire development should be reviewed
as a subdivision plan.

Decision

This Authority has made a careful study of the evidence submitted.. The petitioners

request a Special Permit to allow two dwelling units on one lot in a Single Residence
District.

This Board does not have the authority to allow construction or development of more
than one residence per lot in a Single Residence District. The development would
have to be subdivided with the approval of the Planning Board under the Subdivision
Control Act. Therefore, the request for a Special Permit is denied and the petition

is hereby dismissed. //{)
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