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Petition of Georgze (. Meliichael

Pursuant to due notice the Board of Appeal held a public hearing
in the bearing room on the second floor of the Town Hall at 8120 Dalis OB
April 27, 1972, on the petition of George C. HeMichael, requesting permission
to make structural changes to the dwelling owned by lim &t 59LA Washington
dtreet and to congiruet a roof over the existing second~floor porch on said
dwelling with a side yard lesa thau the reguired twenty feet. The petitioner
further requests permission to convert said dwelling to & twoe-family use,
Said permliegion was requested pursuani to Section 15, Chapter LOA, of the
General Laws, Section II 8 {a), Section IXIV-D and Section XIX of the Zoning
Dyrelaws, ,

On April 10, 1972, the petitioner requested a hearing before
this Board and thereafter due notice of the hearing was given by mailing snd
publication.

@mﬂ. Jameson, attorney, represented the petitioner at the hearing.
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. “Ho objections were made at the hearing to the graniing of the
requests,
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ol ghe property involved is located within an Zdueation Digtriet
requirflz’ a idninun 1ot area of 10,000 squave feet, and a District in which
the abdVe-mertioned use is not permitted unless & special permit is granted
by the Board of Appeal. The building involved was in existence for many
years prior to the adopiion of the Zoning By-~law requiring a twenty-foot
gide yard

The bullding involved was formerly used as a dormitory to house

Wellesley College studenis and has subsequently be occupied by one Pamily.

The petitioner, who purchased the house invelved together with
three other adjacént buildings, seeks permission %o make tie necessayy changes
involved to comvert it intc a two-family dwelling, (n the second floor it is
proposed to replace the exiating bathroom with s sitchen and to construct a
roof over the existing poreh. & new bathroom is to be installed on the first
floor and windows to be removed, if permission is granted., It was stated that
there is a unique hardship involved as the building in question is the only
former Wellesley College dormitory which has been meintained as a single~family
dwelling since itz use as a dormitory ceased, The immediate area has changed,
it was alleged, and to centinue to maintain the house as & single~family dwelling,
would be economically unsomd,

Decision

The Board has made a careful study of the facts in this case
and has taken a view of the locus, While the house was built meny years prior
to the adopiion of the Zoning By-law requiring a twenty-foot side yard, it
adjoined other land of the same owmer om April 1, 1940. The Board, therefore
is not authorized to make & special exception under Ssction XIX of the Zoning



Petition of George C. MelMichael -l

By-law ae said section authorizes the Bosrd to grant such excepiions only if
on April 1, 1940, the lot was cwned of record wunder a separate and distinct
ownership from sdjecent lote, The Board, however, considered the vatition

ineluding the request for a two-family use wnder the provisions of Geperal

14 is the wmaningus opinion of this Boerd that the requented
non-conferming use of the building involved will not prove detrimental to
the neighborhood, and in this case, it appears that a literel enforcement
of the provisions of the by-law would involve substantial herdship, [inan-
cial or otherwise to the petitioner. It is the further opinion of the
Board that desiyable relief may be granted without substantial detriment to
the public good snd without nullifying or substentially derogeting from the
intent or purpose of such byw-law,

The house involved is situated adjacent on the east to land
which 18 zened for Iimited iparitments and at present is being developed by
the construction of a group of condominium buildingss on the north 1t is
adjacent to another building owned by the petitioner which has been used Tar
many yeers as a sixwapariment house wnder a special permit from the Board of
Appeal; on the south a non~conforming lodging house and aercss Was hington
Street on the west, business zoned property and residential property on which
are seversl noneconforming buildings. The contemplated use of the house as
& two-family dwelling, in the opinion of this Board, is reasonably necessary,
and subject to the conditions hereinafter set Lforth, will not prove detrimentel
Yo the neighborhood,

The castruction of a roof over the existing porch which does not
have the required twenty-foot side yard, in the opibionjof this Board, will not
nrove detrimental ond desirable relief may be granted without nullifying or
substantielly derogating from the intent or purpose of sueh by-law,

Accordingly, it is the wmanimous opinion of the Board that the
requested veriance 1s granted under the terms of Chapter L4(A, Sectisn 15 of
the Genersl lLaws which will sllow the petitloner to conver: the dwelling
involved into a two-family dwelling and to roof over the porch on the second
floor as shown on the plen submitied and on file with this BDoard drawn by
R_obert%. Duming, dated February 18, 1972, subject to the following condlitions:
1., That all spplicable regquirements of the Zoning

By-law and Building Code shall be complied with
except for the excepiions herein granted,.
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X 2, That facilities for not more then bwo families
- =~ may be provided.
o~
3. That ne alierations or additions shall be mede hereafter

to the building until permission has been obtained
from the Board of Appesl.

lty That this permission may e revoked for violation
of any condition hereof,

Filed with Tosm Clerk
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Robert H. Dunning, Surwveyor




