Report of SFTF Sub-Group – 

Liaison to Other Towns

Waltham: Summary of SFTF visit with Bill Foley, AD at Waltham High School.

(By Barbara McMahon and Todd Himstead)

1. Waltham has two complexes with synthetic turf:  One at Waltham High School (Two FieldTurf fields, side-by-side); One at Memorial Park, a former hospital site, near a private school.(4 A-Turf fields)Both complexes used for soccer, field hockey, lacrosse, some football practice).  Users include schools, camps, youth sports, school tournaments.

2. AD Bill Foley believes the synthetic turf fields a great addition.  Waltham’s stadium had been highly scheduled for practices and games, which caused the maintenance cost to reach $45,000.  Conditions in the City’s grass fields are not good.  All synthetic fields are heavily used.

3. Waltham’s City Council approved Foley’s petition for funds on the WHS fields.  The Recreation Dept. (?) led on the Memorial Park complex.  Both complexes were paid for by borrowing at 2.5% interest.  The WHS fields cost $1.7 million.

4. Neighbors did not raise any objections to either installation.  There was no significant public debate of the decision to use synthetic turf.

5. Mr. Foley recommends painting the lines instead of having them built in.  Painted lines are straighter.  On built-in lines, the fibers tend to lean one way or the other and a line can deviate significantly.  He also prefers for athletes to see the fewest possible lines for less visual confusion.  Some paints last for 6 months, some less.

6. WHS has a maintenance contract with FieldTurf for $6,000 per year.  FieldTurf grooms the surface 2-3 times per year, which removes foreign objects and fluffs up the fibers.  In addition, WHS will run a smaller groomer more frequently, which is pulled behind a golf cart.  

7. Mr. Foley believes injuries are down.  He believes athletes practicing and competing on a field with no imperfections or inconsistencies will be injured less.

8. The WHS complex has a six-foot chain link fence around it, for two reasons.  First, to minimize vandalism (Waltham’s seniors have a tradition of graffiti on school property).  Second, because the school is liable for injuries sustained on its property and it therefore wants to limit access. 

9. Both complexes have walking paths around the fields, which Mr. Foley says parents use during games.  The WHS path actually anchors the edges of the turf panels.  At the Memorial Park complex, a narrow concrete curb anchors the edges.

10. Both complexes have 10-15-foot-high nets behind goals.

Framingham: Summary of Conversation with Gary Doherty, AD at Framingham  

1. The town received the field in a developer’s agreement as mitigation for converting the Dennison building to condos.  The contractor’s brother had an artificial turf company that installed it.  

2. The product is called Evergrass.  Framingham never did the purchasing or any shopping around or comparison to other products so Mr. Doherty said he can’t really help with the pros and cons.  

3. The funds were provided by the developer in the mitigation so he did no private fundraising.  

4. Prior to construction, he did send invitations to abutters for a hearing and nobody showed up.  He hand-delivered invitations to abutters for a second meeting about tree removal and again nobody showed up.

5. Mr. Doherty believes there’s nothing better than getting artificial turf.  He sees no drawbacks and significant benefits.  They schedule it all the time.  

6. They play lacrosse through heavy rain.  He says playing in the rain on grass is a real hazard but it’s no problem on artificial turf.  

7. In the winter the track team uses it for practice, which is a great use since Framingham has no other facilities that are useful for this purpose.

8. Mr. Doherty mentioned two towns—Weymouth and Medfield—that have just completed fundraising and building for artificial turf and recommends Wellesley’s fundraisers speak with them.   

Lexington: Summary of conversations with Tony Porter, Athletic Director and Karen Simmons, Recreation Director

1 – Lincoln Park is located on Lincoln Road in Lexington, a fairly busy, main road. The fields are located across the street from single family homes and a Temple; on either side of the fields is open space owned by the Recreation Department; the back of the fields abut a residential neighborhood. The park is a short distance – 1/3 – ½ of a mile or so – from Lexington High School.

2- There are three full-sized, multi-purpose fields used by all youth athletic programs, high school athletes (all three seasons, 3:00-6:00 every day) and some adult groups on Sunday mornings. (Ms. Simmons said they permitted for 8,000 hours of use last year at Lincoln Park…)

3- The manufacturer is Field Turf, with a mixture of sand and crumb rubber infill, with a 10 year warranty. 

4- According to Mr. Porter, the turf fields are a “God send…” and Ms. Simmons claims they have more than exceeded her expectations in their use, the wear, the ease of maintenance.

5- The controversy surrounding the installation of the synthetic turf came from a group of long-time Lexington residents who are concerned with conservation. Ms. Simmons said the debate in Lexington had nothing to do with health or environmental risks and everything to do with conservation and wanting the fields to remain natural. As a result, some compromises were made in order for the fields to be accepted: the parking lot became much smaller than desired (100 cars less!) and there is VERY little fencing at the park (none at the back, chain link around the playground in the middle) The only place there are nets of any kind is at the front end of one synthetic turf field where it meets a parking lot. Ms. Simmons they have been very lucky in terems of no vandalism and no problem with pets on the fields.

6- The entire project cost $3.4 million in 2003. It went out to a town-wide vote for approval/debt exclusion. In Lexington, the Recreation Dept. is run as an enterprise; Rec contributes $100,000 per year to pay the debt service.

7- The maintenance costs for the 3 fields run about $5,000 a year; the Lexington Dept. of Public Works takes care of the park. They also budget approximately $2,000 for G-max testing. They have been very pleased with the wear – or lack of it – on the fields. Ms. Simmons says the most noticeable wear is from field hockey (one field is lined/designated for field hockey in the fall…) and the coach has jars/canisters of fill to spread at the corners where field hockey is particularly hard on the field - if the coach notices the spots are getting low.

8- Mr. Porter and Ms. Simmons have seen no increase in sports injuries. Ms. Simmons indicated there may have been more collisions early on as athletes adjusted to the fields being “faster” but there was nothing significant to speak of.

9- There have been no issues with heat or odor on the fields.

10- Lexington is an interesting comparison because Lincoln Park is a former landfill.  They, too, had an issue with debris “percolating” up but were not under any kind of DEP mandate to remediate the site. The only time DEP was involved was in the instance of one citizen’s complaint. There are still some mitigation issues with the site relating to methane – which according to Ms. Simmons has nothing to do with the playing fields but is a pre-existing condition from the landfill days. (The methane is not detected on the fields but out in the street.) The methane issues is holding up the construction of the bathroom facilities at the park.

The fields have two geo-tex layers AND some kind of pad; Ms. Simmons indicated the Field Turf people did not think this was necessary or helpful. The Town worked with Geller on the project. The only disappointment she could find to talk about is the surfacing on the playground – Safeguard Surfacing – a “carpet” of rubber that is sprayed on. The Town is not happy with the way it is wearing. (I noticed there was some crumbling into little pieces of rubber crumb at the edges…But otherwise it looked pretty good to me – a little different look but pretty cool…)

Ms. Simmons recommended the fields be stitched rather than glued. They have a combination of both.

I noticed that the Lexington fields have some kind of wood (like railroad ties) as the anchor for the fields and you can see where they might have shifted in some places, but not many. Two things Lexington did that I noticed were a problem and Ms. Simmons said they are working on as they get the money are the location of flower beds with mulch too close to the fields (there was mulch all over one of the fields when I was there) and pathways around the fields using “stabilized stonedust” which also “contaminates” the fields. They have begun to pave (asphalt) the paths adjacent to the fields.

