
Board of Selectmen – April 30, 2012  
Present:  Searle, Tsagaris, Gibbs, Babson, McCauley  
Also present: Larsen, Robinson, Connolly  
 
Call to order: 7:00 pm in the Great Hall of the Wellesley Town Hall 
Warrants approved: None 
Minutes approved: April 9, 2012 and April 23, 2012 
 
Announcements 
 
Ms. Searle announced Wellesley High School won a Green Schools Award.  
 
1. Citizen Speak 
 
None. 
 
2. Executive Director’s Update 
 
Original Substation  
Mr. Larsen reported on a new plan for the re-use of the original substation. The substation would house 
the facilities maintenance department on the first floor and storage in the basement for the Town Clerk. 
 
3. Board of Public Works Appointment 
 
David Donahue, Board of Public Works, and Paul Criswell, Chair Board of Public Works, joined the 
Board for the Joint Meeting. 
 
The Boards voted to elect Barbara Searle, Chair of the Board of Selectmen, to chair the joint meeting of 
the Board of Selectmen and the Board of Public Works. 
 
The Boards voted to elect David Donahue, Vice Chair of the Board of Public Works, as Secretary of the 
joint meeting of the Board of Selectmen and the Board of Public Works. 

The Boards voted to appoint Owen H. Dugan as a member of the Board of Public Works for a term to 
expire at the next Annual Town Election. 
 
The Boards voted to dissolve this joint meeting between the Board of Selectmen and the Board of Public 
Works. 
 
4. Traffic Regulation Amendment Public Hearings 
 
Mr. Connolly was joined by Lt. Jack Pilecki of the Police Department and Kien Ho of BETA Group.  
 
Ms. Searle opened the Public Hearings at 7:30pm. 
 
7:30 pm Stop Sign Plymouth Road @ Arnold Road 
Mr. Connolly introduced the proposal to add at Stop Sign to Arnold Road @ Plymouth Road. Mr. Ho 
explained the proposal from a traffic engineering perspective. Ms. Searle invited questions from the 
Board.  Mr. McCauley suggested installing signs on Arnold Road to alert motorists of this intersection. 
 
Ms. Searle asked for public comment. There was none. 
 
Ms. Searle reviewed the three correspondences received by residents. Two were supportive while the 
other suggested reviewing the intersection of Plymouth Road @ Old Colony Road. 
 
The Board voted that the Traffic Regulations adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of 
Wellesley be further amended as follows: 



 
BY ADDING TO SCHEDULE IV, STOP SIGNS, the following: 
 
Located On At So as to Face

 

Plymouth Road Arnold Road Eastbound Traffic on Plymouth 
Road 

  
 
7:40 pm Stop Sign Juniper Road @ Fuller Brook Road 
Mr. Connolly introduced the proposal to add at Stop Sign to Juniper Road @ Fuller Brook Road. Mr. Ho 
explained the proposal from a traffic engineering perspective. Ms. Searle invited questions from the 
Board.   
 
Ms. Searle asked for public comment. Andrew Wigren, 8 Juniper Road, spoke in support of this stop sign. 
 
Ms. Searle reviewed correspondence in support received from a resident of Fuller Brook Road.  
 
The Board voted that the Traffic Regulations adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of 
Wellesley be further amended as follows: 
 
BY ADDING TO SCHEDULE IV, STOP SIGNS, the following: 
 
Located On At So as to Face

 

Juniper Road Fuller Brook Road Southbound Traffic on Juniper 
Road 

  
 
7:50 pm Heavy Vehicle Exclusion – Cottage Street 
Mr. Connolly introduced the heavy vehicle exclusion request. The request was made to MassDOT in 
March 2011. The final approval was sent to Wellesley on March 30, 2012.. Ms. Searle invited questions 
from the Board. Mr. McCauley expressed concern with the proposed detour route. Mr. Ho explained the 
small number of trucks that would be displaced and that the detour was submitted to and approved by 
MassDOT. Mr. McCauley wanted the Board to be aware that even small changes can have a big effect on 
Wellesley Square and the Town should monitor the results of this heavy vehicle exclusion.  
 
Ms. Searle asked for public comment. There was none. 
 
Ms. Searle reviewed correspondence in support the Board received from a resident of Cottage Street.  
 
The Board voted that the Traffic Regulations adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of 
Wellesley be further amended as follows: 
 
BY ADDING TO SCHEDULE V, EXCLUSION OF HEAVY AND COMMERCIAL VEHICLES, 
the following: 
 
Location Between

Cottage Street Washington Street and Grove Street 

  



Ms. Searle closed the Public Hearing at 8:05 pm 
 
Wellesley Square Initiative – Long-term Parking 
 
Mr. Connolly presented a plan to increase the number of long-term (10 hour) metered spaces in the 
downtown area. These additional spaces will provide additional places for employees to park. These 
spaces do not include any on-street spaces on Central Street or Washington Street that are in front of retail 
stores. 
 
 
5. Alcohol Regulation Amendments – Continuation of Public Hearing Continued 8:15 pm 
 
The Public Hearing opened on April 23, 2012. Although the current draft policy does not allow for pro-
ration of the application fees, Mr. Larsen asked the Board whether they wanted to allow pro-ration for 
existing common victualler’s for the remainder of 2012. Mr. Larsen noted that neither the ABCC nor the 
Mass General Laws prohibited pro-ration. The Board agreed to pro-rate the application fees for current 
common victualler’s in 2012. 
 
Ms. Searle asked if there were additional questions/comments from the Board. There were none. 
 
Ms. Searle then asked for public comment on the proposed Alcohol Regulations.  
Ming Tsai, Owner/Chef of Blue Ginger, asked the Board to consider the negative effects of these new 
regulations on larger restaurants. Previously alcohol was only offered in restaurants with a minimum of 
100 seats. Mr. Tsai had previously asked the Board to only allow wine/malt licenses to restaurants 
between 50 – 100 seats. Ms. Searle informed Mr. Tsai the Board had asked the ABCC for that licensing 
structure but was denied. Mr. Tsai asked the Board to consider permitting bars without having the need to 
dine as well. The Board agreed to consider this option at some future date. 
 
Ms. Searle closed the public hearing at 8:38 pm. 
 
The Board voted to approve the Rules and Regulations Governing Alcoholic Beverages, as modified, to 
be effective May 1, 2012. 
  
6. 900 Worcester Street 
 
Ms. Babson reviewed the schedule of public meetings for this week. This schedule is attached to these 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Robinson reviewed deed restrictions recorded in different counties throughout Massachusetts over the 
last five years related to sales of church properties. Through this review it became clear Wellesley was in 
the normal pattern relating to recent sales of church property throughout the state. 
 
Acquisition of 900 Worcester Street 
Mr. Robinson outlined how the Town can acquire 900 Worcester Street while complying with 
procurement laws. Mr. McCauley asked Mr. Robinson to explain the risks of advertising the need for a 
potentially different parcel in Wellesley. 
 
In connection with the purchase of real property located at 900-910 Worcester Street in Wellesley 
commonly known as Saint James The Great site, the Board of Selectmen declared that, in its 
determination, advertising will not benefit the Town’s interest because of the unique qualities and 
location of the property given its size, availability, and accessibility for municipal purposes. 
 
And further, that staff are directed to place a notice in the Secretary of the Commonwealth’s Central 
Register stating the Board’s determination and the reasons for the determination pursuant to Chapter 30B, 
Section 16(e)(2) of the General Laws. 
 



Projects and Other Updates 
 
Wellesley High School – Ms. Babson reported on the Kepes Panel/Plaque Ceremony and the dedication 
of the 1938 Room held on Sunday, April 29, 2012. There will also be a preview of the high school for 
seniors on Tuesday afternoon. 
 
Superintendent Search – Ms. Gibbs reported the last of three finalists was in Wellesley today. Interviews 
of all three candidates will be available at wellesleymedia.org The School Committee’s goal is to make a 
decision by the end of next week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At 9:00 p.m. the Board was polled all aye to go into Executive Session to discuss strategy with 
regard to litigation. 

 
 




