
Board of Selectmen – December 12, 2011 
Present:  Babson, Tsagaris, Searle, Dugan, Gibbs 
Also present:  Larsen, Connolly, Robinson 
  
Call to order: Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 
Warrants approved:  #23 in the amount of $ 1,378,413.14 
Citizen speak:  None 
Minutes approved: December 5, 2011 
Business:   
 
 The Chairman announced the dates of the free parking during the holidays. 
 
 The Tax Classification hearing will be continued on December 19th as the town has not received 
the Certification of Values from the Department of Revenue. 
 
Move to continue the hearing to December 19, 2011 for the sole purpose of receiving the 
Department of Revenue’s certification of values and entertaining the motion to classify. 
 
2. Executive Directors Update 
 
 Approval of Minutes 
 
Move to approve the minutes of the December 5, 2011 meeting of the Board of Selectmen. 

 

 Wellesley Media 

Move that the Board of Selectmen recognize that the Wellesley Media Corporation has been 
operating in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement between the Town of Wellesley and 
the Wellesley Media Corporation and further to designate the Wellesley Media Corporation as 
PEG Access Provider. 
 
 The Rockland Street bridge will close Wednesday to install the girder.  The long term closure will 
take place in January or February. 
 
 We have received a letter from the Chief Delorie requesting the Board designate a hearing officer 
for an upcoming disciplinary hearing.  He asked the board to recommend the Executive Director to hear 
the matter.   
 
The Board moved to designate Hans Larsen, Executive Director to act as the hearing officer for the 
purpose of a disciplinary hearing under the provisions of Civil Service. 
 
3. Wellesley Housing Development Corp. – 6 Mellon Street 
 
 Bob Kenney, Chair of the WHDC reviewed the background of 6 Mellon Street. 
 
  
Move 
1.         That the Board vote to approve the request of the Wellesley Housing Development 
Corporation (the “WHDC”) to (a) sell the land and single family house thereon known as and 
numbered 6 Mellon Road, Wellesley, Massachusetts (the “Property”) to Samantha Yang, for a 
purchase price of $203,000.00 and in connection therewith to execute and deliver a deed to which is 
attached a Local Initiative Program Affordable Housing Deed Rider in the form approved by the 
Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development, and (b) execute an Eligible 
Purchaser Certificate, confirming, for purposes of the Affordable Housing Deed Rider, that (i) 
Samantha Yang and her household constitute an Eligible Purchaser of the Property and, if 
applicable, satisfy one or more of the Local Preferences and (ii) the maximum amount of an Eligible 



Mortgage on the Property, and such other matters as may be contemplated under the Affordable 
Housing Deed Rider. 

AND 

2.         That the Board vote to approve WHDC’s request that the Board ratify and confirm the acts 
of the WHDC in negotiating and entering into purchase and sale agreement with Samantha Yang 
for the sale by the WHDC of the Property. 

 

4. Audit Committee 

 Rusty Kellogg, Chair of the Audit Committee introduced Powers & Sullivan representatives Todd 
Jurczyck, Manager and Mike Nelligan, Partner, Mike Young, Vice Chair of the Audit Committee, Katy 
Gibson and Alan Korpi members of the Audit Committee.   

 Mr. Kellogg provided the annual review of the audit and financial statements and presented a 
slide show of its report. 

 The Board had questions regarding the changes in the schools business management office and 
the staffing in the office. 

 

5. Reserve Policy 

 Sheryl Strother, Financial Director/Town Accountant discussed a potential financial reserve 
policy for the Town along with the amounts recommended by the GFOA and the DOR.  She also 
provided a draft of a 2008 Unreserved General Fund Balance Policy which was made available several 
years ago. 

 Ms. Strother also discussed the establishment of a Special Purpose Municipal Stabilization Fund 
to address long term facility needs. 

 The Board felt these policies were worthy of review and would like time to think about these 
issues.  The Board would like to discuss all the issues with Advisory and get their feedback on how the 
Board should go forward. 

 

6. Remote Participation in Board Meetings 

 Ms. Tsagaris reported on the new regulation issued by the Attorney’s General’s office on remote 
participation for committee or board members under the Open Meeting Law.   

 The Selectmen must adopt this procedure by the Selectmen before it can be implemented by any 
board or committee. 

 The Board supports remote participation but when only used as an exception.  People should be 
encouraged to physically attend their meetings.  Several town’s have adopted it and some are still 
considering it. 

 Mr. Larsen noted that no decision needed to be made now as there is no immediate urgency.  The 
decision can be considered at some time at a later date.  The town does not need Town Meeting approval 
just the majority of the Board. 

 

Old Business 

 Rachel Lopes, Finance and Budget Analyst summarized the various adjustments for FY13 and the 
changes that have been made. 

Move to approve the Fiscal Year 2013 capital budget for departments reporting to the Board of 
Selectmen in the amount of $1,474,269. 
 
 



  
Projects and Other Updates 

Wellesley High School- K. Babson, the high school will be turned over to the town on January 5, 2012.  
The final inspection will be completed in a week or so. 

Wellesley Square Initiative – B. Searle, Hans, Michael Zehner, Jim Verner and she met last week to look 
at the crosswalks and discuss the improvement of the lighting.  They questioned whether the Bollard 
lights could be removed as they are an expensive infrastructure item.  Wellesley College, Babson College 
and the Olin School are offering a collaborative course this year on studying the sustainability of a block 
in the Square.  Their presentation will be held this Wednesday to make recommendation to the business 
and homeowners in that block for ways of improving their sustainability. 

Fuller Brook Park- K. Babson, there will a first meeting of the consultants on Friday. 

Superintendant Search – E. Gibbs, The RFP for an executive search firm proposals are due back next 
week.  This is an important first step.  The School Committee will come before the Board next week 
regarding the process of the search. 

 

Old Business 

 Ms.Tsagaris reported that the soil samples at the MLP sub-station have been taken, analyzed and 
have tested as clean.  There are no hazmat issues and the project of the renovation for the Wellesley 
Media Corporation can move forward. 

 Ms. Babson asked the Board if they were satisfied with the approach discussed at the last meeting 
on a proposed encroachment committee.  The Board thought it was a good approach. 

 

 The Board was polled all aye to go into Executive Session to discuss the acquisition of real 
property. 
 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
3.  
 
 
  
Project and Updates 

 
Wellesley High School 
Senior Center 
Wellesley Square Initiative 
Advisory Committee Update 
Fuller Brook Park  
Public Transportation Study 
Regional Matters 
 Sustainability 
 
 
  

Old Business/New Business: 
 
Old Business 
 
 
New Business 
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