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St. James the Great 
Alternative Land Use Study

TO:

Interested Residents, Merchants, Boards, Committees, Departments and Others
FROM:
Wellesley Planning Board 
DATE: 
January 7, 2010
RE: 

St. James the Great Alternative Land Use Study 
The Wellesley Planning Board recently retained a team of consultants to develop a conceptual land use study for the St. James the Great Roman Catholic Church site located at 900 Worcester Street. The purpose of this study is to identify preferred development alternatives that will benefit the Town.  The consultants will be holding a number of public meetings during the course of the next few months. Each meeting will have a slightly different agenda in order to gather information and input. All meetings are open to the public and your attendance and input is encouraged and welcomed. 
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Meeting with Planning Board – January 20, 2010 
This meeting will be with the Planning Board to review several general concept plans and to solicit the Board’s recommendations for three preferred land use scenarios in order to move forward with more detailed design development review. Alternative scenarios will contemplate residential, commercial, recreational or public use, or some combination thereof.
Wednesday, January 20that 7:30 pm in the Great Hall of Town Hall 

St. James Public Forum– February 11, 2010
This community-wide project workshop will be held on Thursday, February 11th at 7:30 pm in the Great Hall of Town Hall. Any residents who are interested in the conceptual land use study for St. James the Great are encouraged to attend and to contribute their ideas about the potential future use of the project site. The meeting will include a project overview and a summary of work completed to date.  The consultant team will present several land use goals and objectives for the property, design concepts for the site, and will conduct a visual preference survey. The meeting will be interactive in order to gather feedback and comments from Wellesley residents and interested parties. 

St. James Public Forum – March 4, 2010
This community-wide project workshop will be held on Thursday, March 4th at 7:30 pm in the Great Hall of Town Hall. Any residents or interested parties who are interested in the conceptual land use study for St. James the Great are encouraged to attend and to contribute their ideas about the potential future use of the project site. The meeting will include a project overview and a summary of work completed to date. The consultant team will present the final three preferred land use scenarios. The Forum will be interactive and will encourage citizen engagement in the discussion of site design and policy objectives. 
Enclosed with this mailing is a summary of the project goals and project team, as well as a rough outline of future public meetings and workshops. 
Please contact the Planning Department at 781-431-1019 x 2230 or www.wellesleyma.gov if you have any questions.  We hope you will be able to attend one or more of the upcoming meetings.  Thank you.

Recently, the Wellesley Planning Board contracted with Concord Square Planning & Development, Inc., to complete a study to investigate at least three alternative concept land use plans using commercial, residential, recreational, public or mixed use scenarios for the St. James the Great property located at 900 Worcester Street.   The concept plans will include schematic plans showing the type of use and density the Town would like to see if the site were ever to be redeveloped. This study will not be used for construction purposes, but is intended to inform potential developers, should the site ever be redeveloped, what the Town of Wellesley would prefer to see on the site. 
The Project Team is working on initial planning ideas at a concept level. While these ideas are still working drafts, we are seeking input from stakeholders at a series of upcoming public meetings. Your attendance is invited.
As part of its work, the team will assess: 

· Three preferred land use scenarios for the site, which will include rendered plans detailing design and massing of various uses, vehicular and pedestrian access, circulation, off street parking, traffic calming, sustainable design elements, and protection of natural resources;
· A visual preference survey to identify what design characteristics the Town would like to see on the site;
· Investigate improved connections/ accessibility to existing open spaces and Morses Pond;
· Options for additional housing, both affordable and market rate; and
· Regulatory strategies such as zoning and design standards, potential public use of the site, and the economic feasibility of the three land use scenarios.
The consultants hired by the Planning Board are Concord Square Planning & Development, Inc., a planning and development consulting company. Ted Carman, Principal for the firm, has extensive experience in planning and public policy, development, and project engineering and design. More information about the consultants is online at www.concordsqdev.com 
Following this set of public meetings, the consultant team will work with the Planning Board to refine the initial planning concepts and incorporate new ideas and information received in order to produce a final report with specific recommendations for implementation of the various scenarios for the St. James the Great site.  Input can be directed to the Planning Department at any time throughout the process.
