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Executive Summary

WOODLANDS & WESTON RD. NEIGHBORHOODS

TOP CONCERNS • Preserve integrity of the neighborhood (Woodlands)
• Traffic
• Loss of forest‐land
• Loss of community gardens

MOST DESIRED • Preservation Land
C it G d• Community Gardens

• Dog‐walking areas
• Playground
• Athletic Fields

NEUTRAL • Senior housing
• Swim Facility
• Senior‐Center
• School
• Skating rink

LEAST DESIRED • Residential HousingLEAST DESIRED • Residential Housing
• Low‐income housing



WOODLANDS NEIGHBORHOOD
SURVEY SUMMARY



MethodologyMethodology

• Conducted online with Surveymonkey comConducted online with Surveymonkey.com
• All Woodlands households were notified of 
the survey (email flyer or manually)the survey (email, flyer, or manually)

• One week to respond (6/14/2014 – 6/21/14)
• Responses:  61 of ~120 occupied households*
• Response rate: 50.8%p

* Woodlands has about 139 lots, but several are either not occupied or new homes under construction.  The 
fi f 120 i d l t ti t d b th d i i t tfigure of 120 occupied lots was estimated by the survey administrator.



Survey Region



QUESTION 1
In considering potential development of the North 40, please rate your agreement 

with the following statements:

I would like there to be a buffer‐zone of forest‐land 
between Woodlands and any development.

I am concerned about increased traffic in the 
Woodlands Neighborhood.

I am concerned about increased traffic on Weston Rd.

I would be upset if new roads entered the 
Woodlands from the North 40 development

I am concerned about losing natural forest landI am concerned about losing natural forest land

I am concerned about losing the community 
Gardens that are currently present in the North 40

Strongly  Strongly 

I would like whatever is built to produce revenue for 
town.

(Weighted Average Response)
Disagree Agree

(Weighted Average Response)



QUESTION 1
Additional Comments

I have concerns you did not mention, and they are:

• The old town dump – environmental/toxins, costs to assess/clean

• Light pollution that would come from development 

• Contaminating the aquifer/wellhead/Morses pond due to development 

D l ill l d di f h l /• Development will lead to overcrowding of town schools/resources 

• Increased noise pollution due to losing forest, construction, traffic

• Lowering of property values of Woodlands homesg p p y

• Harm to wildlife 

• Old Wellesley College oil storage building and oil toxins 

• Long period of construction noise and traffic 



SELECTED QUOTES: CONCERNS

• “Whatever goes in the North 40, I don't want the Woodlands to be changed.”

• “Any development that allows direct access to the Woodlands would be terrible for the 

neighborhood‐even if there is a buffer zone of forestland.”

• “Weston Road is over capacity as it is It is narrow unsafe for cyclists seemingly hard forWeston Road is over capacity as it is. It is narrow, unsafe for cyclists, seemingly hard for 

emergency vehicles to access. There is no use besides full preservation that Weston Road 

can handle.”

• “Foremost priority should be to preserve the land  … The town should not be shortsighted: 

once this land is developed it is gone forever.”

• “The loss of the last true piece of open space would be devastating to the town.”The loss of the last true piece of open space would be devastating to the town.

• “Keep this land undeveloped. Once cut and paved there is no going back!”



QUESTION 2
In considering uses of the North 40, please rate the desirability of each of the following 

options.  Keep in mind that the land could be used for multiple purposes:

Preservation Land

Community Gardensy

Playground

Dog‐Walking Areas

Athletic Fields

Senior Housing

Swimming Facility

Senior‐Center

School

Skating Rink

Residential Housing

Low Income‐Residential Housing

Very 
Undesirable

Very 
Desirable



QUESTION 3
In what ways do you currently use the North 40 (select all that apply)?



WESTON RD. NEIGHBORHOOD
SURVEY SUMMARY



MethodologyMethodology

• Conducted online via Surveymonkey comConducted online via Surveymonkey.com
• Households were notified of the survey 
(email flyer or manually)(email, flyer, or manually)

• One week to respond (6/14/2014 – 6/21/14)
• Responses:  86 of ~200 households
• Response rate: 43%p



Survey Region

Weston Rd, Hardy Rd, Mellon Rd, Lawrence Rd, Willow Rd, Dorset Ln, Strathmore Rd, Avon 
Rd, Curve St, Crest Rd, Howe St, Sunset St, Harvard St, Crown Ridge Rd, Ivy Cir, Maurice Rd, 
Fisher Ave, Lafayette Cir, Fells Rd, Fells Circle, Russell Rd, Shadow Lane, Bay View Rd.



QUESTION 1
In considering potential development of the North 40, please rate your agreement 

with the following statements:

I am concerned about increased traffic on Weston Rd.

I am concerned about losing natural forest land

I’m concerned about traffic on smaller 

I am concerned about losing the community 
Gardens that are currently present in the North 40

neighborhood streets near Weston Road.

I would like whatever is built to produce revenue for 
town.

Strongly  Strongly 
(Weighted Average Response)Disagree Agree
(Weighted Average Response)



QUESTION 1
Additional Comments

I have concerns you did not mention and they are:I have concerns you did not mention, and they are:

• Development will lead to overcrowding of town schools/resources
• Cost of land/higher taxes
• Losing space to walk dog 
• Contaminating the aquifer/wellhead/Morses pond due to development
• Increased noise pollution due to losing forest, construction, traffic
• Harm to wildlifeHarm to wildlife
• Loss of trails
• The old town dump – environmental/toxins, costs to assess/clean
• Light pollution that would come from development
• 40B develoment where the town loses control over zoning
• Lowering of property values of homes



SELECTED QUOTES:  CONCERNS

• “My primary concern is traffic [on Weston Rd.]. There are times when I have to 

wait 10 min to pull out of Lafayette Circle. It is a very bad road.”

• “Weston Road can't handle any more major traffic ”Weston Road can t handle any more major traffic.

• “[I’m concerned about] continued overbuilding the town and the loss of its 

beauty. Diminished quality of life due to traffic and loss of open space.”

• “This is a beautiful pine forest with diverse wildlife, especially birds who feed on 

the garden. Developing this plot is short‐sighted.’

“It i t d h ld b d it i ”• “It is a treasure and should be preserved as it is.”

• “We need to be very, very careful about developing this area. Open space is hard 

to come by.  Once it's gone, it's gone.”y g , g



QUESTION 2
In considering uses of the North 40, please rate the desirability of each of the following 

options.  Keep in mind that the land could be used for multiple purposes:

Community Gardens

Preservation LandPreservation Land

Playground

Dog‐Walking Areas

Athletic Fields

Swimming Facility

Skating Rink

School

Senior Center

S i H iSenior Housing

Residential Housing

Low Income‐Residential Housing

Very 
Undesirable

Very 
Desirable



QUESTION 3
In what ways do you currently use the North 40 (select all that apply)?



Executive Summary
WOODLANDS &WESTON RD NEIGHBORHOODSWOODLANDS & WESTON RD. NEIGHBORHOODS

TOP CONCERNS • Preserve integrity of the neighborhood (Woodlands)
• Traffic
• Loss of forest land• Loss of forest‐land
• Loss of community gardens

MOST DESIRED • Preservation Land
• Community GardensCommunity Gardens
• Dog‐walking areas
• Playground
• Athletic Fields

NEUTRAL • Senior housing
• Swim Facility
• Senior‐Center
• School• School
• Skating rink

LEAST DESIRED • Residential HousingLEAST DESIRED Residential Housing
• Low‐income housing


