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Fuller Brook Park Coordinating Committee (FBPCC)
c/o Natural Resources Commission (NRC)

525 Washington Street
Wellesley, MA  02482             

F B P  D E S I G N  P H A S E  –  F B P C C  O C T O B E R  1 3 ,  2 0 1 0  M E E T I N G

MEETING NOTES

Present:

Viola Augustin VA Project Manager, Town of
Wellesley

viola@mila-la.com

Janet Bowser JB FBPCC, NRC Director jbowser@wellesleyma.gov
Rose Mary
Donahue

RD FBPCC, Planning Board, CPC donahuer@bc.edu

Lauren Meier LM Project Manager, Pressley
Associates

lgmeier@pressleyinc.com,
Lauren.meier@gmail.com

Heidi K-Gross HK
G

FBPCC, NRC heidikost@verizon.net

Suzi Newman SN FBPCC, SC suzinewman@verizon.net
Steven Fader SF DPW sfader@wellesleyma.gov
Neal Seaborn NS FBPCC, NRC eseaborn@comcast.net
Bob White BW FBPCC, Trails Committee bbskwhite@comcast.net
Peter Fergusson PF FBPCC, Historical Commission pfergusson@wellesley.edu
Herb Nolan HN FBPCC herbnolan@thenolanstudio.com
Katherine Babson KB FBPCC, BOS kbabson@nixonpeabody.com
Paul Cramer PC NRC
Ursula King UK NRC
Joan Gaughan JG NRC

Absent:

William Charlton BC FBPCC Board of Public Works w.charlton@comcast.net
Steve Simons SS Advisory Steven.simons@comcast.net

BOS: Board of Selectmen
CPC: Community Preservation Committee
DPW: Town of Wellesley – Department of Public Works
FBPCC: Fuller Brook Park Coordinating Committee
NRC: Natural Resources Commission
SC: School Committee

Location: Town Hall, Wellesley
Time: 10/13/2010, 7:00AM – 12:00PM 
Notes by: Viola Augustin

Handouts:
1. Agenda
2. PM – Task list
3. Public Outreach – Task list
4. Meeting Schedule
5. Drainage and Stormwater Improvements in the Fuller Brook Park Preservation Project



6. Fuller Brook Park Improvement Projects – Universal Access: Comparison of
Standards (09/08/2010)

7. Fuller Brook Park Improvement Project – Design Criteria and Management Goals
(Revised September 22,2010)

8. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties
9. Memo from Lauren Meier: Approach to Alternatives and PowerPoint outline (October

12, 2010)
10. Fuller Brook Park Preservation Project: Alternative Approaches (October 13, 2010)
11. Surface Materials Alternatives Document
12. Surface Materials Alternatives – Summary Table
13. Fuller Brook Park Preservation Project – “Missing Link” Trail Connection Alternatives
14. AECOM – components.doc
15. Bank Stabilization Alternatives
16. Fuller Brook Park Preservation Project – Vegetation Management Approaches
17. Fuller Brook Park Preservation Project – Edge Alternatives
18. Fuller Brook Park – Forum 2

PM Task list Status
 VA went through recently completed and outstanding tasks of the PM – Task list
 Item 43 – Original stormwater master plan: LM feels confident that AECOM is familiar with all stormwater

issues. They will contact DPW if they need to. Item can be closed.
 Item 45 – Comprehensive plan: It was pointed out that the plan is available online

(http://www.ci.wellesley.ma.us/pages/FOV1-0001FDAB/draftfinal) Item can be closed.
 A C T I O N :  N S  t o  a d d  c o m m e n t  t o  F u l l e r  B r o ok  P a r k  w e b  p a g e  P r o j e c t  S c h e d u l e

“ W or k  p l a n  s u b j e c t  t o  change”
 Item 48 – PowerPoint on web page: PPT is posted on page. Item can be closed.
 Item 47-50: Discussion on application to Mass Historical Commission (MHC):

 Shary Berg will have to make changes to the nomination text including the findings of Manning maps.
The nomination currently includes a route through the Hunnewell field area, that may change. It was
decided not to change the map in the nomination to include the new path route through the missing
link section.

 A C T I O N :  L M  t o  c o n t a c t  S h a r y  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h e n  a n d  f o r  mu c h  s h e  c an  c ha n g e
a n d  s e n d  t h e  r e v i s e d  application to MHC.

 A letter from Selectmen in support of the nomination has still not been sent to MHC. Helen Robertson ,
Chair of the Wellesley Historical Commission sent letter to Hans.

 A C T I O N :  K B  t o  f i nd  o u t  w h a t  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  i s .
 A C T I O N :  K B  t o  c o n t a c t  H a n s  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t o w n  h a s  p o l i c y  f o r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y

Public Outreach Task List Status
 VA went through tasks of the Public Outreach - Tasklist.
 JB reported that we are on target with all public outreach efforts for the next public meeting on 10/27.
 NS assured that the press is informed and will be attending the public meeting.

Subcommittee for Presentation
 After the FBPCC meeting today a subcommittee to discuss the format of the presentation at next public

meeting will meet. (due to the length of this meeting, the subcommittee meeting was postponed to next
Friday after 10/22 FBPCC meeting)

 RD has sent suggestions for format. See handout - Fuller Brook Park-Forum 2

Design Team Status
 LM and here team has been working on Alternatives – see below and Pressley handouts above.
 LM reported that her team finished reviewing all Manning plans. Most plans are from the first sections of

the park from Dover to Grove Street. Interesting finding was a proposed 24’ wide carriage road in the
current location of the path.

Survey Status
 NS informed committee that DPW has sent a letter to NRC stating that they exceeded their budget.



 A meeting with DPW, NS, VA, HN, JB, and HK will be scheduled after this meeting to discuss DPW
survey deliverables and the letter.

 SF assured the committee that a survey including the information outlined for the missing link will be
available by the end of this week (10/15).

Meeting Schedule and Attendance
 Committee agreed to all additional meetings listed on Meeting Schedule handout.
 Committee also agreed that LM will attend the two additional encore meetings and give the presentation.
 Committee agreed to have the additional $3000 associated with LM attending the additional FBPCC

meeting on 10/22 and additional encore meetings on 10/28 and 11/7 be paid by the FBP preservation
project contingency funds.

 It was decided that the second FBPCC meeting in November will be on 11/22 at 7:30 AM.

Stormwater Master Plan and ANRAD Application
 Committee discussed the statement on drainage and stormwater improvements by Pressley – see

handout.
 It was decided that additional language should be incorporated to emphasize the fact that the park was

intended and is functioning as a floodplain. The goal is to set reasonable expectations for flood issues
and stormwater management in  the park.

 A C T I O N :  L M  t o  r e v i s e  s t a t e m e n t  t o  b e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  n e x t  w e e k ' s  F B P C C
m ee t i n g  ( 1 0 / 2 2 ) :
Flooding, stormwater management and drainage issues should be reported to the DPW.
Park is a floodplain and has been and is functioning as such. The park preservation project will try to
alleviate flooding as much as possible through improvements to the park’s paths, streamcourse and
vegetation but temporary flooding is the natural function of the park and will most likely remain.

 A C T I O N :  L M  w i l l  a d d  a  s l i d e  t o  t h e  P P T  f o r  t h e  p ub l i c  m e e t i n g  t o  g o  o v e r  t h e
s t a t e m e n t .

 SF gave a status on the ANRAD application:
Wetland delineations are complete.
All supplemental information for application is complete and available.
 ANRAD application prepared by Bay State will be done within a few days.

 It was stated that it is important for the Wetlands Protection Committee  to approve of the wetland
boundaries.

 Abutters will get notified ad part of the ANRAD application. The committee felt it important to remind the
abutters that the notification will not result in any action.
A C T I O N :  J B  t o  da f t  a  l e t t e r  f o r  a b u t t e r s  t o  l e t  t h e m  k no w  n o t h i n g  i s  g o i n g  t o
h a p pe n .  L e t t e r  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  t o  F B P C C  f o r  r e v i e w .
A C T I O N :  F B P C C   t o  r e v i e w  l e t t e r .

Management Goals
 Committee reviewed management goals – see handout.
 It was suggested to add 'see Master Plan' to the column header Guiding Principles.
 All goals were accepted except “Improve stormwater capacity and drainage”.
 A long discussion about the correct wording of the stormwater goal and the responsibilities of DPW

versus the FBP Preservation Project included the following:

 The Stormwater Master Plan evaluated only those pipes over 18”.

 All recommended stormwater improvements for the park were determined  to be low-priority updates
by the DPW.

 SF agreed and supported the approach to have the DPW repair stormwater drainage structures if park
improvements are within the vicinity of drainage structures in need of repair.

 JB and LM emphasized that the scope of the project only included
Visual assessment of drainage structures above ground.
LM assured that her team understands the stormwater issues and is taking an integrated approach
resulting in appropriate recommendations.
LM stated her team is concentrating on areas of reduced conveyance, horizontal areas of inundations,
and areas where BMPs could be used in particular to reduce sedimentation.



 JB voiced  concerns that it would be detrimental to the project to try to expand the scope of the project
beyond the original RFP at this critical stage.

 RD and KB emphasized the importance to look at the park preservation as an integrated project
including among others stormwater issues and public access for everybody in town.

 The discussion resulted in the following wording for the goal:
Ensure that proposed improvements to the park's path, stream course and vegetation in conjunction with
the park's function as a floodplain meet or exceed the Town's goals as stated in the Wellesley DPW
Stormwater Master Plan Update.

Identify deteriorated drainage structures within the park as outlined in the DPW Stormwater Master Plan;
historic structures should be repaired following the Secretary's Standards.

Universal Accessibility, Secretary Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties
 It was agreed to postpone the discussion on these topics to another FBPCC meeting
 A C T I O N :  K B  t o  f i nd  o u t  i f  t ow n  h a s  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  p o l i c y .

Alternatives
 LM went through the handouts 9 – 18.
 General comments on alternatives from committee

 It would be helpful especially for deciding on different design choices to link the alternatives to the
design criteria

 Keep in mind that cost of implementation (installation/construction) is not as important  as
maintenance

 It was suggested to treat vegetation and stream management as park wide approaches and paths and
views as segment approaches.

 General comments on public meeting presentation from committee
 Don't start the presentation with path.
 Emphasize the 'must-be-done' issues.
 Accessibility has to be addressed. It should be clear what the park project is aiming (ADA,

Recreational level) for.
 Don't spend a lot of time on missing link
 Use words that are understandable, i.e. instead of Alternatives maybe Options, Choices.

 A C T I O N :  L M  t o  h a v e  P P T  o u t l i n e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  c o m m i t t e e  b y  F r i d a y  1 0 / 15 .

End of Meeting Notes


