Wellesley has an extensive network of public open space that includes some of the Town's most
scenic areas and features. This section provides an inventory of private as well as public sites. As the
Town grows in population, retail businesses, and popularity of colleges and schools, it benefits greatly
from privately owned open space resources, including the landscaped campuses and large family
estates, particularly to the west of Wellesley College.

This section explores the degree of protection that is afforded to various parcels of land in Wellesley
owned by private, public and nonprofit entities. The inventory is divided into two overall categories
based on Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services definitions: protected and unprotected
lands.

Legally protected lands are private, public, or semi-public parcels that are permanently committed
for conservation purposes (which is not true for all public land). Public land dedicated to open space
or recreation falls under the protection of Article 97 of the State Constitution, having been acquired
expressly for natural resource purposes, meaning it cannot be converted to any other use without a
2/3 vote of the Town Meeting, plus a 2/3 vote of the Massachusetts Legislature. Private and semi-
public land can be protected by a Conservation Restriction, Historic Restriction and other methods of
land protection.

Unprotected lands are a mixture of Town-owned and other public and private land (including all land
enrolled in MA General Law Ch. 61, 61A & B). The unprotected lands are divided into five sub-
categories that are: park and recreation land, multi-purpose open space land, Chapter 61B recreation
land, Chapter 61 forest and wooded land, and Chapter 61A agricultural land. It is important to
remember that private landowners can withdraw their properties from Chapter 61 programs at any
time. If the property goes up for sale, the town has the right of first refusal, but the window of
opportunity is a very short 120 days. It is therefore essential to inventory and prioritize these
properties before that situation arises.
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Tools for Land Conservation

A. Outright Acquisition

Outright Acquisition provides the highest amount of protection for a piece of property. In addition, the

group that purchases the property is able to control how it is used or managed. However, outright

acquisition is often the most expensive technique as well. Funding mechanisms for outright

acquisition include:

1. Town funding from a one-time appropriation, an annual contribution to a land protection fund, an
open space bond, or the Community Preservation Act.

2. Grant funding: for example, through the state’s Self-Help program administered through the
Division of Conservation Services.

3. Private conservation organizations

4. Donations or “bargain sales” from landowners seeking to conserve their land or gain income tax
benefits.

B. Restrictions and Easements

Restrictions and easements limit the future use of land by restricting or prohibiting development.
However, the land continues to be owned and operated by a private owner. If the restriction on
development is in perpetuity, this mechanism provides as much protection for land as outright
acquisition, offers more flexibility to meet the needs of the landowner, and allows the property to stay
on the tax rolls. For example, a restriction could be negotiated that allows a landowner to continue to
farm the land, live on the land, or even build another house on the property.

Funding can come from the same mechanisms as for outright acquisition. In addition, grant funding is
available various state programs including the Agricultural Preservation Restriction program, which
purchases easements from farmers to restrict future development.

C. Temporary Protections
The State’s Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B programs offer tax incentives for landowners to keep their

property in active forestry, agricultural, and recreational use, respectively. However, these programs
offer no long-term protection for land.

D. Other Tools
Other land conservation tools take advantage of the economics of land development to protect open

space as part of new development projects (usually residential). As long as the open space is
protected with a suitable conservation restriction, this form of open space protection is as good as
outright acquisition.

1. Conservation Cluster Development
2. Other Zoning Tools
3. Limited Development Projects

These land protection techniques should be used in appropriate situations to help protect part or all of
key unprotected open spaces in Wellesley.
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