WELLESLEY HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

TUESDAY JUNE 14, 2011

REGULAR MEETING

PLANNING BOARD OFFICE, TOWN HALL

MINUTES


	Members Present:
	Edwina McCarthy, David Giangrasso, Carolyn Morris, David Smith, Lisa Abeles

	Also Present:


	Chris Hall, Heather Scott, Laurie MacLaren and Brice MacLaren (18 Abbott), Jason Whittet (17 Abbott), Catherine Clark (16 Abbott)
Planner:  Ethan Parsons


Vice Chairwoman McCarthy opened the public hearing at 6:55 pm.
18 Abbott Street- Certificate of Appropriateness

Chris Hall and Heather Scott of Christopher Hall Architect and Brice and Laurie MacLaren, owners of 18 Abbott Street, presented an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness.  Chris Hall described the proposed changes to the property.  The applicants propose to change a dormer on the front elevation from a single window to a double window.  Mr. Hall showed the Commission the existing and proposed site plans and a perspective view of the northeast portion of the proposed house.  He noted that the house is currently set back five feet from the southern property line.  
Mr. Hall stated that the owners of 18 Abbott St. have deeded rights to the driveway on 20 Abbott St. and are proposing a new driveway in this application.  Ms. Abeles observed that the location of the porch on the north side of the house suggests that the proposed driveway would be appropriate.
Mr. Hall stated that the house currently has vinyl siding, which will be replaced by wood clapboard siding.  He stated that new Marvin or Pella wood windows will be installed throughout the house as will new wood shutters.  Mr. Hall described the poor condition of the existing slate roof, noting that the proposed roof would be an architectural asphalt shingle.  Ms. Abeles asked why the slate roof won’t be replaced.  Mr. Hall stated that the slate is not within the budget.  Ms. Abeles asked if they could use a simulated slate-type roof.  Mr. Hall suggested again that they would prefer to use asphalt shingles.

Mr. Hall stated that they are proposing to install new copper gutters and downspouts and to paint the house white with black shutters.  Ms. Abeles questioned whether using expensive copper gutters rather than replacing the slate roof made good financial sense for the project.  She noted that she likes the current color pattern and texture of the slate roof and would like to see the same pattern and texture on the new roof.
Mr. Smith asked if two chimneys shown on the existing conditions drawings would be removed.  Mr. Hall stated that the two chimneys will be removed and replaced with one chimney, which will be in a new location.  Ms. Abeles asked why there is a prominent rear (east) elevation without windows.  Mr. Hall explained that there will be glass doors on both sides of the room with built-in book shelves on the inside wall and that the wall will provide some privacy.

Ms. Abeles stated that she would like to see a roof plan.  Mr. Smith asked for a clarification of the new roof and elevation on the south and east sides of the proposed house.  Ms. Abeles observed that the pitch on the porch roof on the east side is lower than the other pitches on the same elevation.  Mr. Hall stated that he kept the pitch lower in order to save the windows above the porch roof.

Ms. Abeles requested a larger scale of the new details on the front elevation.  She asked about the foundation.  Mr. Hall stated that the existing foundation is brick and they are proposing a poured concrete foundation.  Ms. Abeles suggested adding a brick veneer on the front of the foundation to retain its current appearance from Abbott Street.

Catherine Clark, owner of 16 Abbott Street, described how she finds 18 Abbott Street a charming house, observing that her house, 18 and 20 Abbott Street all benefit from having an expanse of front yard space.  She called the house at 20 Abbott Street the twin of 18 Abbott Street, explaining the shared driveway situation.  She stated that the proposed driveway causes her some concern because it will break up the attractive appearance of the front yards and streetscape, especially from the northern perspective.  She also noted that the addition will occupy quite a bit more space on the lot, and encouraged the Commission to visit the property and the street to get a good sense of their characteristics.

Jason Whittet, owner of 17 Abbott Street, stated that he is concerned about disturbing the stone wall extending across 18 Abbott Street to accommodate a new driveway.  He also stated that the proposed driveway will result in fewer parking spaces on Abbott St., which are important to the residents who have single-vehicle wide driveways and who have to shuffle cars around.  Mr. Hall stated that they are proposing to use the same type of stone to curve into the driveway.

Laurie MacLaren stated that they have tried to maintain the charm of the existing house.  Brice MacLaren stated that they respect the streetscape and are particularly sensitive about creating an attractive northeast perspective.

Carolyn Morris asked if the MacLarens considered wrapping the front porch around the side of the house.  Mr. Hall stated that they considered it but found that it takes up a lot of space.  Ms. Abeles requested that Mr. Hall add the corner boards to the drawings.  David Giangrasso asked if Mr. Hall would describe the proposed fences.  Mr. Hall described how a taller fence is proposed for the southern property line and a low picket fence is proposed for the northern side.  The Commission felt the proposed fences are appropriate.  Mr. Hall observed that the elevation drawings aren’t as informative as the perspective of the northeast side of the house.  Ms. Morris observed that the proposed mudroom on the east of the house appears like an appendage.  

The Commission voted unanimously to pass a motion to continue the hearing until June 21, at 6:45 pm in the Planning Department office, requesting the applicant provide the following:

· Larger detail of the front door

· Detail on mudroom alternatives

· Add corner boards to the elevations

· Add the gutters and downspouts to the elevations

· Investigate the possibility of mimicking the color pattern created by the slate roof with new shingles

· Provide the cost per sq. ft. of wood and copper downspouts

· Provide a roof detail

11 Cottage Street- Certificate of Appropriateness

Lisa Abeles, owner of 11 Cottage Street, presented an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to the Historic District Commission.  She explained that she is proposing to add a door to the rear of the house to access a deck and add a deck floor and a post and rail to the top of an existing screen porch on the rear of her house.  The deck, made of ipe, will become approximately six inches narrower.

The plans submitted by the applicant are:

· Sheet A-9, Side Elevation, prepared by Abeles & Associates, 6/13/11

· Sheet A-8, Rear Elevation, prepared by Abeles & Associates, 6/13/11

· Sheet A-2, Second Floor Plan, prepared by Abeles & Associates, 6/13/11   
David Smith moved to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as presented.  Carolyn Morris seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4-0. 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:30 pm.
Ethan Parsons
Planner
Minutes Approved: 8/3/11
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