
 Wellesley Board of Health 

Meeting Minutes 

July 29, 2015 

 

Present: 

Board: 

Shepard Cohen, Chairman 

Marcia Testa Simonson, PhD, Vice Chairman 

Lloyd Tarlin, MD, Secretary 

Carol Hannenberg, MD, Associate Member 

 

Staff: 

Deadra Doku Gardner, Administrator 

Holly Detroy, Environmental Health Specialist 

Lenny Izzo, Director 

Cheryl Lefman, Community Health Coordinator 

Ann Marie McCauley, Public Health Nurse Supervisor 

 

In attendance:  

Marjorie Freiman, Board of Selectman 

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:35 p.m.  

The Board of Health approved the meeting minutes for June 18, 2015 

 

1. Administration 

a. Town Government Study Committee 

The Board of Health reviewed Shep Cohen’s memo to the Town 
Government Study Committee dated 7/24/15. 

Shep Cohen reported on an email from Katherine Babson. Ms. Babson’s 
email stated the members of the Town Government Study Committee 
(TGSC) will not be moving forwarded with all points of the original plan.  Mr. 
Cohen reported that several issues still remain.  

Mr. Cohen reported that the Board of Health will support the appointment of 
a Town Manger however they will not support a Town Manager overseeing 
or hiring the Director of the Health Department.   

The Board of Health agrees that it is impossible for a Town Manager or the 
Board of Selectman to have the education, experience, background or legal 
knowledge of the operations and functions of a local health department. 
The Board of Health is in favor of a Town Manger position which is a 



supportive position to the department however not one of directional or a 
leadership role. The Board of Health must remain accountable to the 
Wellesley voters.  

The Board of Health reported that the Human Resources Department will 
be forwarding a memo detailing information about hiring, firing, evaluation 
etc. 

 

b. Human Resources/ Assistant Director Job Classification 

Shep Cohen reported on his recent conversation (7/28/15) with the Human 
Resources Director, Scott Szczebak. The Assistant Director’s job 
classification remains under review by the Human Resources Department.  

Mr. Cohen reported that he would like Marcia Testa Simonson, Lloyd Tarlin 
and Mr. Izzo to meet with the Human Resource Director to continue to 
pursue the position.  A meeting should be scheduled before the next board 
meeting.  

Additional information will be provided at the next meeting. 

 

a. Mental Health Contracts 

The Board of Health reported that the Human Relations annual report has 
not been submitted. The board has requested the reports prior to the next 
meeting.  

 

c. Flu Vaccine 

At the last meeting the Board of Health voted and approved the use of 
Healthy Wellesley funds to purchase flu vaccine for the 2015 -2016 season.  
Ann Marie McCauley reported that 200 high-dose and 300 quadravalent 
were ordered.  

For the 20015-16 season Health Departments will be receiving very small 
quantities of vaccine from the MDPH. Mr Izzo reported that going forward 
municipalities will be responsible for purchasing their own vaccine.  Mr. Izzo 
reported that for the FY17 budget the Board of Health will have to include 
the flu vaccine as a line item of approximately $12k. The Board of Health 
advised Mr Izzo to write a memo to Mason Smith (Advisory Liaison) 
informing her of this upcoming significant increase. 

   

d. Community Social Worker 

The Board of Health agreed that the Community Social Worker position be 
temporarily filled while the current part-time employee is out on maternity. 
Mr. Izzo will discuss the possibility of assistance from the part-time social 
worker at the Council on Aging. The current social worker is a part-time 
employee (19 hours per week).   



Shep Cohen reported that he anticipates requesting funding for an 
additional person in the future. The Board agreed that there is a need for a 
second community social worker  

 

2. Community Health 

a. Community Social Worker 

The Board of Health reviewed the Community Social workers report for 
the month of June 2015.  

 

b. Newton-Wellesley Hospital 

At the last meeting, Mr. Cohen reported that following the May 2015 
meeting of representatives from Wellesley Public Schools and Newton 
Wellesley Hospital, the hospital has agreed to work with the schools. Mr. 
Cohen reported that HRS will participate in programming. 

Additional information will be provided at the next meeting. 

 

c. Nursing Report 

The Board of Health reviewed the Nursing report for the month of June 
2015.  

Ann Marie McCauley reported that recent Keep Well clinics have had 
dwindling attendance. An effort will be made to increase community 
awareness. 

 

d. Programming 

Cheryl Lefman reported on department plans for Fall programming.  

Additional information will be provided at the next meeting. 

 

3. Environmental Health 

a. Food Establishments 

Leonard Izzo reported that the original Chinese restaurant which had 
planned to move into the space at the former Justine’s restaurant 
located on Route 9 has backed out. Another Chinese restaurant is 
looking at the location.    
 
Mr. Izzo reported that the yogurt shop (Yogurtology) planned at the 
former site of White Mountain Creamery is expected to open in the Fall. 
 
Mr. Izzo reported that there have been a series of violations at Alta 
Strada recently. The location is working to rectify the issues.  



  
b. 135 Great Plain Avenue 

Leonard Izzo reported that a new fourteen home development is in the 
process at 135 Great Plain Avenue. Mr. Izzo will be meeting with the 
DPW.  

Additional information will be provided at the next meeting.  

 

c. Fluoridation  

At the last meeting of the Board of Health, Leonard Izzo reported that 
the Environmental Protection Agency has lowered the standards of 
water fluoridation.  Mr. Izzo reported on a letter he received from the 
EPA that the levels were still too high. Mr. Izzo reported that it takes 
time to reduce the range of the levels.  

 

4. Emergency Preparedness 

a) Region 4B 
Leonard Izzo reported the Cambridge Health Alliance will no longer be 
the fiscal agent and it has still not been determined who will be 
assigned.   

     
                Additional information will be provided at the next meeting.  
 
The Board of Health adjourned this meeting at 2:20 p.m.  
 
The next meeting of the Board of Health will be announced.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Deadra Doku-Gardner 


