
Wellesley Board of Health 
Meeting Minutes 
June 22, 2011 

 
 

Present: 
Shepard Cohen, Chairman 
Marcia Testa Simonson, PhD Vice- Chair  
Lloyd Tarlin, MD, Secretary 
 
Staff: 
Holly Detroy, Environmental Health Specialist 
Deadra Doku Gardner, Administrator 
Lenny Izzo, Environmental Health Specialist 
Cheryl Lefman, Community Health Coordinator 
Elizabeth Stark- Public Health Nurse Supervisor 
Mary Suresh, Director  
 
In Attendance: 
Carol Hannenberg, resident 
Jane Neilson, resident 
Melissa Wilson, resident 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m.  
The meeting minutes for June 12, 2011 were approved.  
 
1. Mental Health 

a) QPR 
Mary Suresh and Cheryl Lefman reported on the QPR training that took place on 
May 25, 2011 with Jon Mattleman and on June 8 with the Recreation 
Department.  
Both the May and June programs were a success.  The Board of Health agreed 
that an additional training be offered in the Fall.  
 

b) Mental Health Coordinator 



At the last meeting of the Board of Health a review was conducted of the draft job 
description provided by Mary Suresh. The Board of Health agrees that the 
responsibilities of the position include working with Wellesley Housing Authority 
residents and to be able to coordinate and connect with mental health services 
and programs available within the community.  
The Board of Health agrees that funding for this position be approximately $12k.  
Currently this funding is designated for the Housing Authority outreach social 
worker however the position at Barton Road has changed. 
The Board of Health will address this position at the next Board meeting.   
 

c) Mental Health Contracts 
The Board of Health agreed to review the Human Relations Service contract for 
FY12-13. 
Mary Suresh will set up a meeting with HRS and will include Lloyd and Lenny 
Izzo.  
 

d) Mental Health programs and services 
Mary Suresh reported that she will be meeting with Lloyd Tarlin, Lenny Izzo and 
the Director of HRS, Rob Evans next week. Ms Suresh reported that she has not 
received the quarterly report from Rob Evans.  
The Board of Health agreed to review the mental health programming and 
contracts for FY13. 
  

2. Administrative  
a) Livestock Permitting. 
The Board of Health approved the keeping of bantam hens on the property 
belonging to Melissa Wilson of 59 Smith St, Wellesley, MA. 

 
b) Director Transition 

The Board of Health reported that Lenny Izzo will assume the Director position 
on July 1, 2011. Mary Suresh will continue working for the next few weeks as a 
per diem ($26 per hour) staff member providing guidance and support to 
Elizabeth Stark.  
 

c) Human Resources 
Shep Cohen reported that the Administrator’s job description is being reviewed 
by Human Resources. 



 
d) Wellesley College 

Professor Galarneau from Wellesley College introduced a candidate, Deborah 
French, for a possible internship next year. The Board of Health agreed that the 
next step is to define a specific project. 
Marcia Testa Simonson will research the possibility of funding the position thru 
Harvard School of Public Health. 
 

3. Community Health 
a) DPH Vaccine Program 

Mary Suresh and Elizabeth Stark reiterated that the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health will no longer provide vaccines (except influenza) to adults with 
health insurance as a cost cutting measure. Only residents with no insurance are 
eligible for state vaccine. This program change will take effect July 1, 2011.  

 
b)  Emergency Preparedness and Wellness Programming update 

Cheryl Lefman reported on the various Healthy Wellesley programs that were 
conducted during the spring. Each program sponsored by the Health 
Department had an overwhelming response from residents.  
The programs sponsored by the Healthy Wellesley fund were:  

• CPR/AED for MRC members-  5/5 and 5/11 

• Healthy Brain - 5/19/11 

• Emergency Preparedness Program, Lunch and Learn for Seniors - 5/20 

• Dog Show during Wellesley Celebrations-  5/21/11 

• QPR scheduled - 5/25/11 and 6/8/11 

• Balance Workshop - 6/3 and 6/10 
 

In addition Ms. Lefman reported that there was an overwhelming response to the 
recent Healthy Cooking class. 
The Board of Health agreed that the Health Department continue the Emergency 
Preparedness and Wellness Programming. The Board of Health voted to 
continue to use the Healthy Wellesley fund to build and support these programs.  

 
4.  Environmental Health 

a) Summer Camps 
Lenny Izzo reported that camps opening inspections continue.  



b) Housing Authority 
Shep Cohen reported that there is a new chair at the Housing Authority, Michael 
Price.  Mr. Cohen reported that he and Mr. Price will be developing a Community 
Health Committee. 
 
 

5. Emergency Preparedness 
 
a) Technical Assistance Review (TAR) 

Mary Suresh and Cheryl Lefman reported that the review is being conducted on 
June 23 by Leigh Mansberger of Region 4B.  
 

The next meeting of the Board of Health will be on August 3, 2011.  
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Deadra Doku Gardner 
 
 


